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To the Reader. 


22 8: © goods the God of Jacob to his Iſracl 


A cd, „ this ſide the promiſed Land, that no 
pi good thing will he with-hold from 

| Pp them that walk uprightly. 
Friend, Fit may be verified of thee, what our bleſ- 
ſed Savior ſpake of Nathaniel, behold an Ifraclite.ins 
deed in whom is no guile; thou haſt at preſent, not ons 
ly atitle to Elau's EN OU G H, but the tenureof Ja- 
'cobs-ALL: according to that ancient Charter of all- 4 
(Saincs recorded by that great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
= For All things are yours; whether Paul, Apollo, 1 Co 
or Cephas &c. Allare yours, and e 3 * 
Chriſt is Gods. N Wh 8 oh | 
Te very Perſons and Miniſtery , Calling - 
Gifts, Studies aud Writings, Prayers and Sermons 4 
of the faithfull Miniſters of the Golpel, All axe for the , 
uſe, ſervice, and comfort ofChriſts. LITT EL ix- * 4 
LE FLOCK. This Evangelical truth it notably proved by 
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the ſame Apoſtle to the Epheſians. When our only High +7 1 
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To the Reader. 


Prieſt aſcended 5 on high. into the Holy of Holies, thesꝗ 
to tranſact his Prieſtly office of Interceſſion at the right 
hand of God the Father) He gave ſome(to be) APo4 
| Zpheſu4. ſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
| 71,12: ſomePaſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of 
the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for the: 
edifying of the body of Chriſt 
Thus this Servant of the Lord is thine ; as muchſſe 
thine, as Paul was the Corinthians. Lea, theſe his Spit 
ritfull peeces of Evangelical myſteries are thine : 
Thine,to build thee up in the ſaving knowledge of thatſc 
doctrinal truth, the Prieſtly office of Chriſt, as it is] 
the Magazzne and ſtorehouſe of all that grace and comfort{? 
which we are crowned with under hea den: Thine , to} 
give thee a piercing inſight into the intricate methods off a 
the Old Serpent, and plamly to diſcover upon what rocks] t 
A and ſands the faith of many ſuffer ſhipwrack: Thine, to] 1 
1 2 77 arme thee with ſpirituall Armour of proof, called Ap 
Faves BREAST-PLATE, becauſe it guards the heart ; or (as the] | 
$ 4 words elſewhere holds it out) ALoONG-LARGE#1 
Gee. SHIE Ly, whih ts very dexterous to defend the whole| « 
es. of a Chriſtian Souldier from all the fiery darts of T H jb 
* 2997 WICKED-ONE. * 
Reader, Let us be thine, to beſeech thee by the mercieſ h 
of God, (4s thou tendereſt the peace and welfare of all with p 
in thy own tabernacle) immediately to put in practiſe tha 1! 
e ens An. rd 
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Reader. 
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to have thee, that he may ſiſt thee as wheat. Oh there- 
dre make proviſion for thy ſoule with all ſpeed, befor the 
houre of temptation: draweth on. It is not true valour, but 


J This is all we have to ad dentiſe thee touching theſe 
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| ceſSitated to depute us Lin his abſence at Yarmouth] to | 
ien hand out into the world this his Copy, which was exa&ly vir ==» F 
th penned from his tongue, by that his belo-ved Amanuen- revinw  } 
his, and ſince kept charily by him, as a precious thing 37%" | 


: . #4. 8 
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To the Reader. 


The Father of our Lord Jeſus C hriſt grant thee accorg 
ding, to the riches of bis glory, to be ee ret with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man, ſo that thou mayeſt be 
more than conquerour through Him that loved 
thee, and prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 
So be it. | 


— * 


Thine in the Lord Jeſus, 


William Greenhill 
' Fobn Yates. | 
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The great Goſpel-Myftery of the Saints comfort and bolineſs : 


Anſw. 


| 


| 


| God,to make reconciliation for the ſins of the people & e. The Lord | | 
God our Father, ſwear anto Jeſus Chriſt, Thou art a Prieft | | 


on, as Aaron was of. the Jews profeflion. And therefore 


{ſouls „ unleſs he were in all th 
like in their Natures, like in their 


behoved Chriſt, to bein all things made like unto us, whom the 

Apoftte here cals the Bretbren of Jeſus Chriſt. 

In other Scriptures we find, that our Lord and Saviour 
Chriſt, is called our Father, The everlaſting Father, the 

Prince of peace. Here he is called our Brother, we bis Brethren, 

Nou the ſame Perſon, to be both a Father, and a Brother 
unto the ſame man, in nature it cannot be. 

But becauſe all theſe Relations, are to ſcant, and narrow 
Veſſels to hold forth the love of Jeſus Chriſt towards us : 
Therefore in confiltent Relations are given unto him. A 
Father Provides fot his child, which the brother doth not. 
A Brother can ſtoop, and condeſend unto his brother, 
which the ſuperiority of the Father will not bear. So that 
here is held forth unto us, the ſtooping, Condeſending 
love of Jeſus Chrift : and therefore he is called our Brother, 
and we his Brethren. 


But why, and what Reaſon ia there, That the Lord TJeſus 
Chriſt ſhould in all things be made like unto us bis Bre- 
tbren ? 4 


be a merciful, and a faithful bigh Prieſt, in thingy pertaining to 


The Apoſtle in theſe words gives the mii per be might 


for ever, after the order of Melehixedek. He wage 
great high.Prieſt. Among the Jews, in the times ori 


to make an atonement for chem. As the Jews bad th ir 
High. Prieſt : So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be was to be, and he 
is, The Apoſile, and the High Prieſt of our Chriſtian profeſſi- 


ſaiesche Apoſtle, I; beboved him, in all things to be made like 
An us, 

But could not Jeſas Chriſt be merciful unto tempted 
made like to them: 
ffections, like iu matter of 


Temptations. 


Teſtament, they had an bigh Prieft, chat was in A things} 
to ſtand between God and chem, and in caſe any fund, 
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Opened, and applied from Cu 1.1478 Prieſtly- Office. 


Chriſt as God, could have been merciful unto ue, although 
he had not been made like unto us : but not as our bigb 


There is an ability of Sufficiency, and of Power: and 
ſo Chriſt as God, was able to ſuccour thoſe that are temp- 
ted, although himſelf had never been tempted. But there 
is an ability of Idoneicy , orFicneſs, or Aptneſggnd Diſ- 


hath ſuffered being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that 
are tempced. 

It's plain then, d hat chat is, that is the great ſupport of 
a Chriſtian againſt all Tempiarions : wherein lies our ſuc - 
cour againſt all Temptetion, namely, in the Preiſily · Office 
of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

The Preiſtly-Office of Chriſt, It is the great Magazine, and 
Sterbouſe, of all that Grace, and Comfort wbich we have on this 


ther, and relieved againſt all temptation. This is the great thing 

that theſe words hold forth. | 
And therefore, upon this account, the Apoſtle Paul, 

finding the Hebrewes labouring under great Temptations: 


here, but all along in this book of the Hebrews, open the 
Prieſtly Office of Chriſt unto them. 

And indeed, what comfort can we have in God himſelf, 
but through Chriſt ? and what comfort can we have in 
Chriſt himſelf, but as he is chloathed with his Preftly-Gar- 
ment, wich his Office of the High Prieſt ? Whatſoevercom- 
fort we have in the other Offices of Chriſt, namely his King- 
ly, and bis Prophetical Office, ic is all Originated, and Prin- 
ciplated in this : The Priefily Office of Jeſus Chriſt, it does 
give a Life, and Being, and Efficacy to boch the other Off- 
ces. And therefore, the High Prieſt, in the times of the old 
Teſtament, (who was a Type of Chriſt) he worte a Crown 
opon his head, and the breaſt plate of Dim, and Thummin 


| Sa ſhowing, that both the other Offices; the 
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The great Goſpel-Myftery of the Saints comfort and holineſ: 


| Yea, If you look into the, Firſt, Second, and Third 
| Chapters of the Revelation, you will find, that whatſoever 
ſtreames of Comfort did run down upon the Churches 
through the other Titles, and Attributes of God, they are 
all founrain'd here. In the Second Chapter, and the firſt 
verſe. The Lord Chriſt bath this Title, That he holdeth 
the ſeven ſtars in his right hand! Theſe things ſaith be that 
' boldeth the ſeven ſtars in bis right band. In the Eight verſe 
writing unto the Church of Smyrna, he takes up another 
Title, or Attribute: Theſe things ſaith the firſt andthe laſt, 
which was dead and is alive, At the Twelf verſe, writing un- 
to the Church of Pergamus, he takes up another itle: 
Theſe things ſaith be, who bath the ſbarp ſword with two edges. 
Now look into the firſt Chapter, and you ſhall fee, that 
thoſe ſeveral Titles, wherewith he cloaths Himſelf when he 
ſpeaks unto the Churches ſeverally , are all ſummed up to- 
gether at the 16. verſe. And be had in bis right hand ſeven 
flors; Ther's bis Title, unto the Church of Epbeſas : And 
out of bis mouth went a ſharp two edged-ſword : T her*s his Ti- 
tle unto the Church of Pergamns. And at the 15. verſe. 
I am bethbat liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for ever 
| more; Ther's another Title, that he uſeth when he ſpeak- 
eth unto the Church of Smyrna. But in the 13. verf. is o- 
pened the fountain of all theſe ſtreams: In the midſt of the 
ſeven candleſlicks, I faw one like unto the Sen of man, cloatbed 
with a garment down to the foot, and girt abouttbepaps with a 
golden girdle. This was then the robe and attyreof the 
High Prieft : Whoſe garment came down unto his feer, 
and he was girt about with a golden girdle. So that all 
theſe other Attributes, and Titles of Chriſt, they have tHeir 
riſe here, here is the ſpring· head of all choſe conſolations, 


even the Priefily Office of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| - Uſually, Thoſe Excellencies, and Attributes of Chriſt 
are moſt beneficial unto the Saints, that are moſt oppoſed | 
by the world. What Title, Accribute, or Excellency of 
Chriſt is there, that is more invaded by the world, than the 
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Anti · chriſtianiſme, but an invaſion upon this prieſtly Of. 
fice of Chriſt ? What in che Popiſh Maſſe, (chat wnbloody ſa- 
erifice, ) but a derogation: from the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt 
once upon the Croſſe, and ſo a derogation from his Prieſt- 
ly Office? What are all choſe Popiſh Penances, and ſatis- 
fa&tions inJoyn'd, but a derogation unto che ſatisfaRion of 
Jeſus Chriſt , and ſo unto the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt ? 
What is all their praying to Saints, and Angels, but a de- 
rogation unto the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chrift, and ſo unto 
the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt ? What does the Pope call 
himſelf ? He calls himſelf, the High Prieſt, the very Title 


the whole body of Anti- ehriſtianiſme, is a great invaſion upon the 
Prieſily Office of Jeſus Chriſt. Now that which is uſually. 
oppoſed moſt by the men of the world, that Excellency, 
and that Attribute of Chrift is of all other the moſt com- 


This Prieſtly Office of Jeſus Chriſt, is an Office of meer love, 
and tender compaſſion; erected, and ſet up on purpoſe, for 
the reliefg of poor diſtreſſed fianers; and there is no mix- 


che other Offices of Chriſt, The Lord Chriſt, he is King, 
and he hatch a Kingly Office; and by his Kingly Office be 
rules over the Churches, and rules over all che world: Bot 
all do not obtain mercy that be rules over. As for thoſe 
mine Enemies, that will not ſubmit, will nat hade me to 
Reign over. them, bring them, and ſlay them before mee. 
The Prophetical office of Jeſus Chriſt, it extendeth unto 
and darkneſſe compreheudeth it not. He came unte bi 
own, and bis own received bimnot. But now,; ale 
ver the Prieſtly Office of Jeſus Chrift is let forth upon þ 


= 


ſoul, that ſoul ſhall certainly be ſaved ſor ever. | 

- What was the great relief amongſt the Jewesagainſi their 
fins? The Jewes, you ſhall obſerve they had many relief I 
when they were in the wilderneſs, and were ſtung wick the 
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Prieftly office of Jeſus Chriſt? What is the whole body of 


that our Lord, and Saviour takes unto himſelf. So that 


fortable, and beneficial unto Gods people. The truth is, 


ture of terrour with it: there is a mixtureof terrour with 


many that ſhall never be ſaved : Light ſhines in derkyoſ F 
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{ Anſw. 


-what a relief, and ſuecour it ĩſ unto a Chriſtian againſt all 


\ſprinkke oft | | 
the 21. verf. And Aaron ſhall lay both bis bands 


fiery ſerpents,then they had a braſen · ſerpent for to look up- 
on, ava reliefe againſt chat diſtreſſe. When they wanted 
water, they had the water out of the Rock, as a reliefe a- 
gainſt that diſtreſſe. When they wanted Bread, they had 
Manna from Heaven, as a reliefe againſt that diſtreſs. But 
when they finned, whither did they go? Then they took a 
ſacrifice, and went unto rhe Prieſt, and he wat to offer for 
them. So that the Prieſtly Office then, was the only relief 
they had againſt fin. 

And ſo now, the Priefily Office of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is that great ſuccour, and relief which Chriſtians have a- 
gainſt all Temptations under Heaven. 

You will ſay unto me, But generall things affect not: 
let us ſee it in fome Particulars, wherein this Prieſtly Office 
of Chriſt, is the great Magazin, and Storehouſe of all our 
grace and Comfort. 

For Anwſer, hereanto, I will begin this exerciſe with 
one Particular of the Priefily Office ot Chriſt, in ſhewing 


Temptationt, and what a bottome of Comfort, and ſpecial 
means of Grace and Holinefs. 8 

The text ſaies, That the work of the High Prieſt is, To 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people. In the times 
of.che old Teſtament, the High Prieſt made an Atonement 
for che peole : in cafe any man had ſinned, he brought a 
facrifice,and his fins were laid upon the head of the ſacti 
ffce. Once evry yeear, the High Prieſt did enter into the 


ſprinkle the Mercy - Seat, and laid the fins of the people 
upon the head of the ſcape · 
for the people. All wich will cleerly appear, im that, 16: 
of Leviticum, at the 14. verſe. e ſhall take of the blood of 
the buttock, and ſprinkle it with his finger upon the Mer- 
cy- Seat eaſt: ward: and before the Me 


holy of holieſt, and with the blood of the Sacrifice, did 


goat aud ſo made an atonement 


ry-Seat ſhall he 


of che blood with his finger ſeven times. And at 


upon tbe bead 


of the live goat. and tonfeſſe over him all the iniquities of the chik 
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the Father then. Yea, az if all ſacrifices were met in him ; 
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Opened, and applies from C n ——_—_ Prieftly-Office. . 
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children of Iſtael , and all theiv tranſgreſſons, in all their fine 


putting them upon the bead of ibe gou, and ſball ſend him aw 


by tbe band of a fit man into the wilderneſs, ani ſo be ſball ma 2 


atonement, as in that Chapter. This was the work of 


le. 1 4 2 
. Now for the better proof of tbi/ great Goſpel · Truth that I 


have propounded, I ſhall infift on theſe Five things. 

Firſt, That when the Lord Jeſur Chriſt died upon the Croſſe, 
be did offer up Himſelf a ſacrifice unto God the Father. | 

Secondly, That whenthis ſacrifice was upon the Altar, then 
the ſins of all beleevers, paſt, preſent, and to come, were all laid up- 
on Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thirdly, That when theſe ſins were thus laid upon Chriſt, he 
did thereby give full ſatifaction unts God the Father, unto Divine: 

uſtice. a | 

q Fourthly; That all this be did as our great High-Prieſt,, and 
in a more Tranſcendent, and Eminent manner, then ever any High 
Prieſt did before him. | 

Fifthly, How all this doth conduce to our Comfort, and to our 
Holineſs. | 
Firſt, When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt died upon the Croſi. He did 
offer up bimſelf 29 unto God abe Faber. He did not( as 
the Socinians ſay ) die only as an example for to teach us 
how to die; but he offered up kimſelfa ſacrifice unto God 


atisfaction (by way of Type) for the fins ofthe pea- 


all choſe titles that are given unto other Sacrifices, are 
wen unto him. There were Three ſorts of Sacrifices : 

ome were gs Cn were not living, ind thoſe were 
either ſolid, as bread and the like ; or el ſe, they weae liquid, 
as wine and oyle. There was alwaies,Deſtru&io rei oblatia; 
A deſiroiyng of the thing offered. If it were a living thing | 


chat was ſacrificed, then it was ſaid to be ſlain: In anſwer | 
to that, Jeſus Chriſt is faid ro be a Lamb ſlain from the he | 


inning of the world. If it were a dead thing, that was of- 


1 tieſt, in caſe any had finned, to make an atonement, | - | 


| [fered up, a8 bread, or corn, a ſolid thing, then os | 
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ta vr offering was ſaid to be braiſed. I anſwer to that, 
our Lord and Saviour Chriſt is ſaid to be braiſed for our 
iniquities. If ic were a liquid thing that was offered up to 


In anſwer to this, it is ſaid of our Lord and Saviour, That 
his ſoul was powred out unto death. Thus all Sacritices 
meeting in him. Bebold the Lamb of God (ſaies John the 
Baptiſt when he ſaw Chriſt.) He does not ſay, Behold the 
Ball of God, or the Goat of God; and yet Buls,and Goats 
were ſacriſiced. Why does he rather ſay, behold the Lamb 
of God, than the Bullock, or che Goat? For when che 
High-Prieft went into the Holy of Holieſt, and ſprinkled 
the Mercy-Seat, he did not ſprinkle, the Mercy-Seat wich 
the blood of the Lamb, but with the blood of a Goat; and 
yet notwithſtanding, it is not ſaid, Behold the Goat of 
God, but, Behold the Lamb of God: Why fo ? Not on- 
ly becauſe that Chriſt was of alamb-like, and meek diſpo- 
" Fan (as ſome would have it:) Nor only becauſe, that the 
great Type of Chriſt, was the Paſcal-Lamb, (though theſe 
be reaſons.) But there was a dayly ſacriſice in the Temple; 
whether men brought any offering or no, there was a ſtan- 
ding ſacrifice in the Temple, morning, and evening, and 
that ſacrifice was a Lamb. Now therefore, to ſhew, chat 
Jeſus Chriſt is the dayly ſacrifice, therefore he cries out, 
and ſaies, Behold the Lamb of God, and not the Goat of 
God? forthe Goat was not ſacrificed every day as the 
Lamb was. 

For proof of this, take the Apoſtles Exhortation, Ephe. 


ſelf for us an offering and a ſacrifice to God. Here are Three 


things confiderable. Firſt, He does not ſay, Vho hatb redee. 
med us: but, to ſhow his great love unco us, Wbo bath 


ſnew, whothey were that he gave himſelf for: He gave 


himſelf for us, as ſinners. Again, He faies here, He gave 


God, as wine, oroyl, then it was ſaid to be powred out. 


5. 2. Walkin love, « Chriſt bath loved us and bath given bim-| 


given himſelf for wr. He doth not (ay, IWha bath given bios · 
felf for our ſins Net he ſaies ſo, in Gal. 1. 4 Who, gave 4 
Vell for our fins ? But #bi gave bim ſelf. for. , Why? To 
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2 himſelf 


iy proved, That our Lord Jeſus, when be died * 1 


Debtora. But our Surety, the Lord Chriſt, hath 


| Opened, and ojpliell fo CnNg Tů Pliefily- 
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ring but a ſacrifice tos. So that this fickt Progoficion. 12575 ; 
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he did offer up bimſelf #s a ſacrifice unto God the Father... 

- Secondly, As he did offer up himſelf a ſacrifice unto God 
the Father: So when be was upon this Altar, this ſacrifice; the 
ſinsof all Beleevers were then laid upon Jeſus. Chriſt: thoſe that 
do now beleeve, or ſhall hereafter heleeve, they were all 
then laid upon Jefus Chriſt. Look into the 53. of Iſuiab, 


no man ſhall gake ic off: The Lord hath laid on him the ini · 
qaities of us lil. 7 
Tea, Our iniquities are not only ſaid to be laid on him, 
but (to uſe the ſame word that is uled for the ſacrifice) ĩt 
ſaid, he bare our fins upon the Croſſe; as the Goat bare 


himſelf for vs, an offering, and a ſacrifice, not only an affe 


— 


ver. 6 All we ſlile ſheep haue gone aſtray, and bave turned every | 
one tu bis own may, and the Lord bath laid on him tbe iniquities] | 
of all. That which God lajes ow (hall never be taken off, 


14 the fins of the people : Sofaies-the Apoſtle, He hi / if bore 


our ſins upon the Croſs, TR ts or 
Moreover, He did not only bare our fins upon the Croſs: 


he was made fin for as, All ons iniquicjes were laid on 
him; he bare our fins, and he was made fin f 
Croſſe. Thus briefly. the Second Propoſition is cheered; 


the ſins of all Beleever were then laid on bim. 
Thirdly, V ben the fins of Beleevers were laid on bim, tben he 

did make full ſati faction unte God the Father, and Dina fe 1 

ſtice for. all our ſin. This is a bottom of much cot fort 


us upon the 
That when be did thus offer up himſelf upon the Croſs ax a ſacrifice, | 


for all oar debts, God the Father might come 


upon us the 


. 


mands'can be made upon u:. And indeed elſe, bow coulk 


our Surety ever have come out of priſon: He was 
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but (ſaies the Apoſtle) He war made fin for u. *Tis not (aid, | 
He was made a ſinner, or accounted a ſinner only for us, bur} 


| | For if the Lord Jefus Chriſt our ſurety had not ſatisfied to |. 
the utmoſt farthing, our great Creditor, God the F aber, 


full ſanisfaction unto God the Father, that no more de. 
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-Myktery of the Saints comfort and bolineſ 


reſt, he was in the Jayl, in the grave: The Father, the 
treat Creditor lets him out; and did not only let him out, 
ut the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he goes into Heaven, and ſitt 
down there at the right hand of che Father ; Surely, if che 


Credicor had not been ſatisfied, che Surety ſhoald never 


have been releaſed out of priſon. | 

He was ſo fully ſati:fied, That be looked for iniquity, and 
be found none, (ſaies the text.) e look't over all his books, 
to ſee if he could find any thing upon the ſcore, but he 
found none: all our debts were paid. Bebold the Lamb of 
God, that takes away the fin of the world. He does not ſay, 
That takes away che fin of the Jews only ; - bat takes away 
the fin of the whol world. He does not ſay, That takes 
away the fins, (in the plural Number) but takes away the 
fin (in the ſingular Number:) Sins go ſo together, us if] | 
they were but one: but let the ſin be never fo twiſted toge- | || 
ther, as if it were but one fin, thi: Lamb of God, he rakes | | 
away the fin of the world. And he does not ſay, That 


hath pardoned the ſin of the world: for then a poor ſoul 


might ſay, Ibut, though he hath pardon'd my fin;' yet my 
fin is not mortified. ' Neither does he ſay, Behold the Lamb 
of God that Morrtifies, or Deſtroyes the fin of the world: | | 
But he gives you a word, that takes in, both Pardon, and 


\Mortification too. Behold the Lamb of God that takes 


them away: both in regard of Pardon, and in regard of 
Morrtification : Bebold the Lamb of God that takes away the fin 


| of the world. 


Thereis nothing that does fo ſatisſie God the Father, as 
Obedience, and the more fall the Obedience is, the more 
God the Father is ſatisfigd thereby: Now it is ſaid of our 
Lord and Savior Chriſt, That in this great ſacrifice upon | 
the Croſs, he was Obedient. He wa Obedient even to the 
death of the Croſs, That he that did make the Law, ſhould | 
come down from Heaven, and be ſubject to rhe Law, what 
Obedience was here ! Obedjent tu the Death. Yea, unto the 
Death n the plural Number) And he made his grave with 
the ſinners: and his Deaths was with che rich. He made 
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of the ſecond deoth, the wrath of God upon his ſoul ;- why 


| and thy Law is within my heart, Pſal. 40. 7, 8. Mark whac 
an —— en mne Pſalm, tis ſpoken 


eng rod pur Aut 
| not deſire, mine ears baſt r * | — A 0 Av 


Opened, and applied fig Cu \nx167 Peilty-Office 
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bis grave with the wicked, and with the 'rich bad bis Deaths! 
E, 53 · ver. 9. lt is in the plural Number in the Hebrew, 
though in your Engliſh Tranſlation it is in che fivgular. 
As if the holy Ghoſt, had called death, the Second death 
that our Lord Chriſt had in ſome meaſare ſuffered. For, if 
you conſider things truly, and rightly, I beleeve you will 
find, that our Lord and Savior Chriſt when he died, and 
was in his agony, he did not only endure the firſt, dut the 
torments of the ſecond death. He overcame no more than 
he ſubmitted to: he overcame death by ſubmitting to 
death. Now he overcame the ſecond death alſo, and there- 
forein ſome meaſure ſubmitted to thetorments of it, ſo far 
ax he was _ Look what the firſt Adam ſhould have 
indured for his fin in the fall, that the ſecond Adam now 
did endure in ſome meaſure for to take it off: The day that 
thou eateſt thou ſbalt die ihe death. It was not barely the cor- 
poral and outward: death, but ic was the ſecond. death. 
If our Lord and Savior Chriſt did noteadure the torments 


did he ſweat drops of blood, and tremble, and ſhake ſo, 
when he came to die? There is many Saints, and Martyrs, 
when they come to die, they goskipping, and leaping, and 
rejoycing : and our Lord and Savior, when he came to 
die, he ſweats drops of blood; ſurely there was more than 
an outward death: Oh ! the wrath of God, and the tor- 
ments of che ſecond death was upon his ſoul. Thus obedi- 
ent he was, and this obedience of his, it was voluntary, for 
he needed not to have died; but he ſaw that God the father 
was diſhonored by mans fin, and that poor man would 
be loſt, and rather than that ſhould be, he does r 
offer himſelf unto this Obedience. L Iecome (ſaĩes he) in 
the.volumn of the book it is written of me, I delight t do thy will, 
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when he tranſlates theſe words, he tranſlates chem thus: 
Ay hody haſt thou prepared. But reade them at they are hete 
in the Pſa! i Sacri ſice and offering thou didſt not deſire, mine ear 
baſt thou bored, That as when a ſervant was willing to ſtay: 
with his Maſter, and to do him yet more ſervice, the ſer- 
vants ear was to be bored: So ſaies the Lord Chriſt, I am 
as willing to do this work, to be thus obedient, as a Servant 
whoſe ear is bored, is willing toſtay with his Matter : And 
mine ear haſt thou bored (ſales 109 at, here's obedience, 
here's obedience: this now did infinicly ſatisſie God the 
Father; In ſo much, chat ye may ſee what is ſaid, in that 
[fame 5. of the Epheſians, and the 2 verſe. ho bath loved ws, 
and given himſelf for us, an offering, and a ſacrifice to God for a 
ſweet ſmeling ſavour. The whol world was full of a ſtench 
before „ and the Lord was diſpleaſet! wich man before: 
but now when Chriſt comes, and offerz up his ſacrifice, 
he did thereby give full ſatisfaction unto God the Father, 
for it was a ſweet ſmelling ſavor unto Gad the Father. So 
{that thus the Father he was fully ſatisfied. Ic 
To this I ſhall ad one word; ¶ hen the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
offered up bimſelf a ſacrifice unto God the Father, and bad our 
ſins laid upon bim, be did give more perfect ſatisfaction unto Di- 
vine Fuſiice for our ſins; than af you; and I, and all of us had 
been damned in Hell unto all eternity. For a Creditor is more 
ſatisfied, if his debt be paid him all down at once, than if 
it be paid by the week: A poor man that cannot pay all 
down, will pay a groat a week, or ſix pence a week; but 
| . : 
tis more ſatis faction to che Creditor to have all paid at 
ve. Should e have been all damned, we ſhould have 
been but pa tlie debt a little, anda little, and a little: 
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ſales the good Creditor. 


Ah! poor man is redeeined ; here is the Debtor 
And therefore, the Lord he rica more ſatisfizd 
ſatis faction that Chriſt made upon the Croſs for our fins, 


cernity. Oh! what a glorious, and bleſſed ſatisfaction 
did this our High-Prieft make unto Gad the Father! 


atisf ation unto God the Father ; hom is it that Beleeverr, many 
of them have their ſins, and debts ſtanding upon the ſcore ſtill, in 
their Conſciences, ſo /5 wha inregard of ſin, as if there were no 
ſati faction at all made? 
Luther calls this aſpect of ſin, A ſaeralegious aſpect, and 
As now, ((aies he) If a man take out of 
ace ſome goods, and bring them into his own 


an holy 
Fats 3 is ſacraledg. So, for me to go and take my 


houſe ; 


ſacraledg, [aies Luther. 
Bur the reaſon of it is this, Becauſe that men do not Aa. 


dy this Truth, but are ignorant of it.. As, ſuppoſe that 
a man do owe, three or four hundred pound to a Shop- 
| keeper, for Wares, and ee that 5 ta ken 
there: a friend comes, and pay 
Book : but the Debtor, wen he nd 
Book, he is able to teade all the parc 125 
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priſon „ and there lie and rot; but he is better farisfied 
witch the ſparing of the Debtor; let me have bot i my Money, 
and ſo the Debcor be ſpared [am willing, nay 1 dete ir 
Now ifall we 923 been caſt into 
everlaſting burniags, indeed the debt ſhould have been 'a 
paylng,buc there the Debror had been loft: But now when 
Chriſt comes, and makes ſatisfaction anto Divine Juſtice, 


5 


than if all we had gone to Hell; and been damned to all e- 


But you will ſay then, If the Lord Chriſt made tb ful 


fas from Chriſt, and lay them in mine own boſom, this Is | 
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| finsareto be read in your own conſciences, but we bein 


| ſcience; not only, becauſe (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) it was 


C 


not paid at all. So now tis here, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
he hath come and croſi*c our Book with his own blood: the 


not acqnainted with the nature of Chrifts ſatisfaQion, an 
the croſſing of the book, we charge our ſelves, as if no fin at | | 
all were ſatisfied for us: Yet when the Lord Jeſus Chrift | 
was made an offering for fin upon the Croſs, then he did | | 
Fe ſatis faction unto God the Father. And that's the 
Third. | 
Fourthly, This now he bath done as our great High- Prieſt, | | 
and in a more tranſcendant and eminent way, than ever any High- | | 
Prieſt did before. For, though the High- Prieſt did come, 
and make an atonement for a poor finner, yet he himſelf 
was never madea ſacrifice; the Prieſt offered up a ſacri- 
fice, but himſelf never was made a ſacrifice. But our great 
High: Prieſt, does not only offer up a ſacrifice, but Himſelf 
is made a ſacrifice. Yea, that ſacrifice, that was then jn 
the times of the old Teſtament, ic could not purge the con- 


the blood of Bulls,and Goats : but becauſe the ſacrifice was 

rformed ſucceſſively: as thus, A. man ſinned, then he 
— a ſacrifice; fins again, and then he brings another 
facrifice : and once every yeer, the High- Prieſt goes into 


| the holy of holieſi to make an atonement : But in che mean 


while, a poor ſoul might think thus, What if Idie beſore 
the yeer come about, what will become of me? the High- 
Prieſt, he goes once a yeer into the Holy of Holyeſt, and 
L rinkles the Mercy -Seat, but what will become of me if 
te before that time? But now, our great High-Prieft, he 
does not only offer up a ſacrifice, and himſelf the facrifice; 
but he offers up a ſacrifice once for all. (So ſales the Apoſtle) 
So that now, when a Chriſtian hath finned, he is not to 
think of a ſacrifice that is yet to come, a yeer hence, but he 


As to lopk unto that which is done already, a facrifice once 
fred, and once for all : So that be needs not be in fuſpence 
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ſtament, and though he did make an atonement for the fins 
of the People; yet ſomtimes alſo he did make the People 
to ſin. It is ſaid of Aaron the great High-Prieſt, concer- 
ning the golden Calf, that he did make che people naked : 
But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our great High- Priett, he makes 
an atonement for ſin, and never does make them ſin: He 
is ſo far from making the people naked, that he covers 
chem with his righteouſneſs that their nakedneſs may not 
appear. Here's a glorious High-Prielt ! 

| Yea, This High-Prieft of ours, He does not only make 
an atonement for ſin committed, and paies the debt; but 
he does alſo become our Sarety unto God the Father: He 


Surety for time to come, None of all thoſe High- Prieſts, 
that ever did ſo; not Aaron, not any High- Prieſt that ever 
gave his Bond unto God the Father, that any finner ſhoutd 


ordinary Surety; for amonglt as, the Surety joyns, and 
does become bound with the Debcor, but ſtill ic runs in the 
name of the Debtor, and the Debtor he gives the bond for 
to pay the debt. But now here, our Surety, he gives the. 


for to pay ihe debt: there is no godly man, or beleever, 
that ever gave a bond unto God the Father, that he will 
pay the debt: but our Surety comes, and the bond goes 
in the name of the Surety, and the Debtors name js out. 
Oh! what a glorious, and bleſſed High- Prieſt is et / here 


o before! And that's the Fourth thing. e 
Fifchly, How does al this c:nduce to our Comfort or Ho- 
lineſs. | . 
Firſt, Hom deer all this moke to our Comfort ? gs, 
Firſt, ls it nota comfortable thing 


Again, Take the High-Prieſt in the times of the 01d Te-. 


does not only pay the debt that is paſt, but he becomes a 
never {in no more. But our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our High- | 


Prieſt, he becomes our Surety: and what Surety ? not an | 


bond, and we that are the Debtors, we do not gi rettiebond | 


is a High-Prieſt, beyond all the High-Prieſts that ever did | 
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ta in che ears of A s 
finner, that there is a Magazine, and a Storehouſe of Mer :- 
ey ſex up? tha che Lord hath. erefted an Office of lors, | 
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Ne cat Goſpel-My ſtery of the Saints comfort and zelne: N 


and of meer compaſſion for poor ſinners? Is it not a com- 
fortable thing, that God the father is ſatisfied, and fo your | 
fins patdoned ? Son (ſaies Chriſt unto the palſie man) be of 
good comfort, th ſurs are forgiven thee. He does not ſay, Be of 
good comfort, thy diſeaſe is healed : No, whether thy diſ- 
eaſe be healed, or whether it be not healed, this is comfort, 
Son, thy fins are forgiven thee. 
If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath ſatis fied for my ſins (may 
a beleever ſay) then whatſoever affliction Ido meet withal, 
it does not come upon me as a puniſhment (properly) it 
does not come upon me as an arreſt for to pay my debt. 
When a Reprobate is ſmitten, and afflicted, all his miſcries, 
they are arreſts far to pay his debt. Hath the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſatis fied Divine ſui, and God the Father for me ? 
then ſurely theſe afflictions they do not come for me to 
make ſatisfaQion. 

Again, If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bath ſatisfied for my 
fins (may a Beleever ſay) then I ſhall never be damned, 1 
ſhall never fall from Grace. I have bad many fears that 
I ſhould fall from grace, and ſogo to Hell, and periſh at | | 
laſt : But if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bath ſatisfied DivineJuſtice | | 
| for my fin, then God the Father will never puniſh my ſin 
again, for it was puniſh't in Jeſus Chriſt, therefore I cannot 
| ef from grace, therefore I can never be damned. | 
And if the Lord Ieſus Chriſt hath ſatisfied Divine luſtice 
las our great High- Prieſt: Then I may come with boldneſs | 
| unto the Throne of Grace, A debtor, ſo long as his debt 
is unpaid, he dares not come by the priſon door, by the 
Compter door; he is afraid of every Sergeant, he is afraid 
of his friends, that they ſbould be Sergeancs : but when his 
debt is paid, then he dare go ap and down with boldneſs. 
And fo the poor ſoul, when he knows that his debt is paid, 
and Chriſi hath ſatisfied, then he may go with boldneſs un- 
to. the Throne of Grace. 3 NA 

Bat you will ſay, Icannot have the comfort of this, be- 
caufe I canno ſay that Chriſt hath ſatisfied for me: How 
| half know, chat Ieſus Chriftis my Higb:Prieſt, fo as to 
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Jeſus Chriſt were my High-Prieſt in this particular, ſo as 
to have ſatisfied for me, then ſhould I have comfort indeed: 
how ſhall I diſcover that? Iam afraid he hach not ſatizfied 
for me ? 

And why not for thee ? (man or woman) why not thr thee? 
I ſhall tell you what I have heard concerning a young 
man, that lay upon his death bed, and went to Heaven: 


ſelf in this, That the Lord Chriſt died for ſinners : Oh! bleſſed 


man, why for thee ? Chriſt died for ſinners, but why for 
thee ? how canſt thou make chat appear, that. Chriſt died 
for thee ? Nay Satan (ſaies he) and why not for me? Ah, 
the Lord Jefus, he died for ſinners, and therefore, Satan, 
why not for me ? So he held his comfort, and went upto 
Heaven criumphing. 

So fay I to thee, poor drooping foul, that labors under 
Temptation; Why nor for thee? why not for thee? and 
ſay ſo unto Satan, Why not for me? | 
Again, Chriſts ſatisfaction it lies open for all ſorts of 
ly; and if a man come to the promiſe, and apply it; his 
very applying the Promiſe does make it his. You ſay, 
Oh ! that I did but know that the promiſe belongs to me: 
I ay, thy very reſting upon the promiſe, makes it to be- 
long to thee. So, the ſatis faction of Jeſus Chriſt, this piece 
of Chriſis Prieſtly · Office, it lies open for all ſorts of finners: 
for to come unto it: and your very reſting upon ir, and | 
applying it to your own ſouls, it makes it to belong unto 


you. 10 
Furthermore, If Jeſus Chriſt be willing char you ſbould 


tion for you tothinł ſo. e e 


| up 
e Lords Sup- | 
Tal my Blood that is ſbad fir il a 


y ic to thee. 
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have ſati: ſied for me? Ah, if I did but know, that the Lord 


While he was lying upon his death bed, he comforted him- | - 


be the Lord ( ſaies be) Jeſus Chriſt hath died for me- Sa- 
tan came in with this temptation to him; I but, young 


ſinners to come unto it. As the promiſe, it runs indefinite - 


think that be hath ſatisfied for you, then id is no preſupp- 
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We great Goſpel-Myftery of the Saints comfort-end holineſs : 


Aſſes colt, it was not ſaid, Behold thy Lord cometh, but 
behold thy King cometh to thee : he would have every one 
ſo to think. 

More eſpecially, If that a poor Chriſtian now, might 
not go unto Jeſus Chriſt as unto his High Prieſt, and fay, | 
(chat he is an High · Prĩeſt to me; then are we Chriſtians, in | 
a great deal worſer condition than the Jews were; for 
when a Jew had ſinned he might carry his ſacrifice to the 
Prieſt, and he might ſay, That this Prieſt here belongs to 
me. And there was never a Jew, amongſt all che people of 
the Jews, but when che High- Prieſt ſprinkled the Mercy- | 
Seat, but he might ſay, This he hath done for me. Now, | 
we are not in a worle condition, than the Jews were: 
this High- Prieſt, is beyond all the High- Prieſts that ever 
was before him: and therefore there is never a poor Chri- 
ſian, but he may go to the Lord Chriſt and ſay, Oh ! my 
High Prieſt, and this my High- Prieſt hath ſatisfied for me. 
Oh! what comfort is here to poor drooping ſouls! Life 
up your beads, O all ye Saints, and Children of God; me 
thinks here is that indeed, that might bring you off your 
own ſands. When there is no water in the River but his 
own, the tyde comes not in, no Sea-water, only the water 
of the River, the native water, (as I may ſo (peak) then 
your bottoms, your Ships they ſtand upon the ſands; bur 
when the tyde comes in, then they are raiſed, and come off 
the ſands then: And fo long as thou haſt nothing in thy 
own channel, but thine otyn righteouſneſs, thou ſtickeſt 
upon the ſands in the deep mire; But now, when thetyde 
of the Lords ſatisfation comes in, there is a full-ſea of 
mercy, and fatisfaQion (able to ſwim the heavieſt veſſel) 
made by . Chriſt. Ah, me thinks this ſhonld lift up a 
poor foul and fetch him off from his ſands :- Be of good 
Comfort then. Thus it's evident how this truth does 
much conduce to our Comfort. 55 | 

But you will ſay, Does it not much conduce to our 
Grace, or Holineſs too? Or if it do, I pray how? | 

Yes, This truth does conduce mach to our Holineſs too. 
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Opened, and applied from C n Aer Pricftly-Office. | 


You ſhall obſerve, that the new Covenant of Grace, it is 
laid, and founded, upon the Satisfaction of Ieſus Chriſt 
upon the Croſs; upon that Oblation. Three times, the 
Apoltle Pax! makes mention of the new Covenant of grace 
inthe book of the Hebrews, the 8, 9, and 10. Chapters: 
and in all cheſe places he laies the Covenant of Grace, and 
tounds it upon this ſalis faction ot leſus Chriſt, But ef peci- 
ally, in the 9. Chapter, the 13, 14, and 15. verſes. The I4. 
How much more ſball the blood of Cbriſi, who through the eter- 
nat Spirit offered bimſelf without ſpot to God,purge your conſcience 
from dead works, to ſerve tbe living God, Then at the 15. 
And for this cauſe, be is the Mediator of the new Teſtament. For 
bis cauſe: plainly laying the new Covenant of Grace up- 
on the ſarisfaQion of leſus Chrift, upon this part of his 
prieſtly Office. So then, thou maieſt now go unto God the 


with poor man, and this Covenanc of Grace is founded up- 
on the Prieſtly Office, and ſatisfaction of Ieſus Cri ; 
and che Lord Ieſus Chriſt he hath ſatisfied for me; and the 
new Covenant promiſes, that we ſhall be all taught of God: 
Lord, I am ignorant, Oh ! therfore now, by the ſatisfacti- 
on of Chriſt let me be caught of thee, that I may be made 
wiſe.unto ſalvation. And ſo again, Lord, thou haſt made 


Satisfaction of Teſus Chriſt : The Covenant of Grace faies, 
I will write my Law in your inward parts: Now, O Lord, 
ſeeing leſus Chrilt hath founded chis Covenant in bis 
blood, and I am one of thoſe that he hath made ſatisfaRi- 
on for; Oh / write thy Law in my inward parts chat I may 
do all thy wills. | 
But again (inthe Second place) that we may fee how 
this do conduce to our Holineſs : Strengthen. faith, and we 
ſtrengthen all: if faith be weakned, all grace is weakned: 
Strengthen your faith, and you ſtrengthen all your Holi- 
neſſe, and all your Graces. The way co ſtrengthen a 
bough, or a branch of the tree, is not to carry dang up into 
Strengthen the coor, | 


Father and ſay, Lord, thou haſt made a Covenant of Grace | 5 


a Covenant of Grace with poor man; this is laid upon the 


the tree, but to lay it to the _ 
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Myſtery of the 8 aints comfort and bolineſi: | | 


and ye ſtrengthen all the branches. Faith is the Root- 


do it. It is the Office of Jeſus Chriſt, for to bear our fins: | 


for to ſhow mercy to me, the more my faith riſes. (It's very re- 


+. Ma. PIR „ n 
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him, then my faith riſes up to a great height indeed. When 


his ſacrifice to the High- Prieſt, the Prieſt might not re 
it: Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is our great High · Prieſt; I ſay, | 


takes bimſelf io be ingaged to bim, the more Holy be is : the mor | 


a man ſee; himſelf freed from ſin by Chriſt, ebe more be takes im» | | 


grace: now the knowledg, and the thorow degeſting of 
this truth, That the Lord Feſws Chriſt is our great High» Prieſt, 
in this point of ſatisfaion, it does wonderfully firengrhen 
our Faith. For, the more I know that God is willing, and 


is ſtrengthned: I know this, That every man is willing to 
do the work of his Office, if he be faichful : A Porter is 
willing to carry a burden; why ? becauſe it ĩs his Office to 


t is his Office to be the great High-Prieſt, that does ſatis fie 

God the Father for our fins : Surely therefore, he is willing 

to do it, for he is faithful in his Office. | | 
But beſides, The more I ſee an holy Neceſſity upon Chriſt Jeſus, 


markable) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as God, he may refuſe, 


no: Bat now, as a High-Prieſt, he cannot refuſe a poor 
finner that does come nnto him. If I know-that Chriſt is 
able to ſatisfie, is able to ſhow mercy to me, my faith ſtirs 


be willing to ſhow mercy to me, my faith rifes higher: but 
if Il know, that Chriſt cannot refuſe me, if I do come unto 


a poor finner amongſt the Jews, had finned, and — 
uſe 


as God he may refuſe, but now, he being our great High- 
Prieſt, therefore when a poor ſinner comes to Jeſus Chriſt, 
asa High · Prieſt he cannot reſuſe: Oh] what a great ſtreng- 
thening is this to faith ! Strengthen faith, and you ſtreng- 


then all: the right underſtanding of this trutb, doth won- | 


derfully fire faith. 


Further, The more 4 man is ingaged to Jeſus Chriſt, and 


Chriſt willing to ſhew mercy unto me, the more my faith | 


and might refuſe, whether he would ſhow mercy to us or 


a little, at the fight of Chrifts ability; If Iknow that Chriſt | 


ſelf io be engaged to Chriſt, for freeing of bim from bis fin. _ 
n | | this] 
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ſtudy much this Prieſtly- Office of Jeſus Chriſt, There are 


[freed us from fin-; and ſo ge ſhall be the more ingigæd to 


locking : if a man ſhould comeand ſpeak to the Sergeant, 


the Lord Chriſts for ever. 


ſubmicced not unto the ri 
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this truth tells us how Chriſt bach ſatisfied: for out fins, 


Chriſt. If a man were goiagtopriſen, even at che Comp- 
ter door, for a great ſum of money; and che door ere un- 


Hold your hands, here is money for you, I will pay this 
mans debt, and laics the money down; would not this 
poor Debtor take himſelf for ever ingaged to that man, that 
ſhould thus come, and lay doum the money, and free him 
fo ſeaſonably from the Compter, and Prifon ? Thus it 
was with the Lord Chriſt; Ah, we were all going to pri- 
ſon, everlaſting priſon, chains of darkneſs, and he comes, | 
and laies down the money, makes full CatisfaRion to God 
the Father as our great High · Prieſt: Oh i what an ingage- 
ment is this to every ſoul unto the Lord Chriſt, to become 


Laſtly, The more a man does deny bis own. rigbteouſneſi, the 
more Holy he in with Goſpel · Holineſi. It is ſaid of the Jews, 
That they going about to eſtabliſh chair own righteouſneſs, | 
s of Chriſt. So on 
the contrary; when a man does go about to eſtabl iſh the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, then he ſubmits unto it, and then 
he denies his own righteouſneſs. The more we ſee a ſul · 
neſs of ſatis faction made by Jelus Chriſt, for all bur fins, 
unto God the Father, the more we acknowledg Chtiſta 
righteouſneſs, and the more weeſtabliſh it, and the more 
we (ball be brought off from all our own righteouſneſs, 

Oh! Therefore now, as ever you do defire, ito have 
more Grace, more Holineſs, more Comfort; ſtudy, and 
many that complain, that they cannot proſit under the | 
means of grace: That they have hard hearts: That the 


yer they do perform, but with no ſweerneſs, theg deo nõοi 
reliſh the Blood and Spirit of Chriſt upon their fn 22 — 


their duties, &c. Many that their fin; , and 
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| Conſolation, itis al the fruic of Chrift : All your own Dus | : 


them, and that one day they ſhall be ſlain by the hand of 
| Saul, ſuch a luſt; ſuch a corruption. No wonder that we 


houſe of Comtort, and Grace that the Lord hath ſec open 
for us. The Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, it is the great Maga- 
zine, and Storehouſe, of all that grace, and comfort which 
we have on this ſide Heaven: if ye do not go unto it, is it 
any wonder that ye want comfort, or that ye want grace? 
I appeal to you now; are there not ſome, nay, many that 
never went to Jeſus Chriſt as their High-Prieſt to this day? 
Ah, are there not ſome even profeſſors, that do not know 
what che Prieſtly Office of Ieſus Chriſt means? Oh! No 
wonder (poor ſoul) ſo uncomfortable, no more ſtrength 
againſt thy temptations. If che. State ſhould appoint a 
man for to relieve poor, maimed Soldiers, that go a beg- 
ging : if they meet wich the ſame man that is appointed by 
the State, and they beg of him in the ſtreets as an ordinary 
man, he relieves them not: but now, if they come unto 
him, as a man appointed by the State for relief of ſuch, 
then he relieves them according to the duty of his place. So 
it is with men, they goto Chriſt in an ordinary way, they 


do not go to Chriſt as the great Lord-Treaſurer of all our 


| graces, as our great High-prieſt, they do not go unto him 
as in Office; ſet up in Office by God the Father for ſuch re- 
lief: they do not addreſſe themſelves to him as their 
High - prieſt to make ſatizfaQion for them, and therefore 


God, Ordinances, and Duties more ſweet and comfortable 


is my Beloved among the ſons: 1 ſate down under his ſhadow with 
great delight, and bis fruit was ſwert unto my taſt. The Spouſe 


— 


they go away and have no relief. But would we have 
more ſtrength againſt corruption? would we walk more 
comfortably in our courſe ? would we find the waies of 


ofpel-Myſtery of the Saints comfort and bolineſi: | 


have theſe complaints, when we do not go unto the ſtore- 


— — 


to our ſouls? then reade, and conſider that place in the 
Canticles, 2. 3. As the Apple tree among the trees of the wood, ſo 


ſpeaks it concerning Chrift. What is this ſruit of Chriſt ? | 
our Tuſtification, Adoption, Vocation, Sanctification, 
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fruit of Chriſt : The injoyment of all his Ordinances, & all 
your Spiritual Priviledges under the Goſpel, they are the 
fruit of Chriſt. Now ſaies ſhe, I ſate down under the ſhadow, 
and bis fruit, it was ſweet unto my taſt. As it is unto a man 
that does love fruit ; be it Pears, Apples, Cherries, or the 
like: I love this fruit (ſaies he) but yet notwithſtanding, 
I muſt needs go where this fruit grows, and gather it off 
the tree; and when he hath gone to the tree, and taken the 
fruit off the tree, (ſaies he) I ſate down under the tree. I 
had not the Fruit, the Apples, or Cherry, brought unto my 
houſe, but I went unto the tree, and gathered it off the tree, 
and I ſate down under the ſhadow of the Tree, and Oh 
how ſweet was the fruit unto me] Sofaies the ſoul, ſo ſaies 
the Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt: I ſate down under the ſhadow 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and:then his fruit was ſweet unto my taſt. 
It may. be we have had other ſhadows : we have ſate down 
under the ſhadow of our Eſtate, our outward Eſtate hath 
been ſweet unto our taſt, We have ſate down (it may be 
under the ſhadow of Friendſhip, and the fruit of Eriend- 
ſhip hath been ſweet anto our taſt ; but behold here a tree, 
the Tree of Life, whoſe ſhadow reaches to the end of the 
earth : Ah, Come, Come and fit down under the ſhadow 
of Jeſus Chriſt. If there be ever a poor ſoul, chat never 
yet knew what Comfort meant; Ah, Come, Come under 
the ſhadow of the Lord Jeſus; The Prieſtly Office of Ieſus 
Chriſt, it hath a very ſweet ſhadow; Come therefore, you 
that ſay you cannot profit under the means, and you that 
complain of ſuch and ſuch temptations, and ſuch and 
ſuch fins ; and that you were never yet comforted, your 
conſciences never pacified : Come now, and ſit down un- 
der the ſhadow ofthe Lord leſus Chriſt. I tell thee, from 


thou ſhalt go to Prayer, and Prayer ſhall be ſweet unto thy 
1 4 h heretofore thou couldſt find no ſweetneſs in 
it; fo the 
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ties; your Prayers, Reading, Meditation, they ate all the 


the Lord, this Fruit of his, ic ſhall be ſweet unto thy taſt: 


| ord and other Ordinances ſhall be ſweeter un- 4:4 
I thee than the Honey or the Honey · comb. * _— 
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Thus eee, how oper che Prieſtly · Office of | 
Jeſus Chriſt ie, and how. muc en Z Unto our Com- 
fort, and Holineſs : Oh! therefore let us ſtudy, now liudy |, 
hoy Ns of Jeſus Chriſt, and come and fit down 
under his ſhadow, and the Lord make his fruit ſweet unto 
all our ſouls." And thus I have opened, and applyed the 
Firſt Particular of Chrifts Prieſtly- Office. The Second 
follows, &c. | 
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HEE&EWSs 2. 17, 18. 


tempted, 


3 £09, That the Prieſtly Office of Jeſus 


High · Prieſt. 


by taking the blood thereof, and preſenting that wi 
| = 


Arr 


I herefore in all things it beboved him, to be made like unto 
bis bretbreu, that be might be a merciful, and faithful Highs | ; 
Prieſt, in things pertaining to godlineſi, to make reconcili- 
ation for the ſins of the people. For in that He himſelf bath 
ſuffered being tempted, be is able to ſuocour them that are 


2, Have begun to diſcover from theſe words, 


Chriſt, 


is the great Magazine, and Storehouſe, of 
” all thac Grace, and Comfort which we 
5 have in this world : that whereby we 
are ſuccoured, and relieved againſt all 
Temptations. This hath been made 
good in the General; and in one Particular work of the 


f we now inquire further, what the work of the High- 
Prieſt was, and is, that accordingly we may addreſs our 
| {elves unto Jefus Chriſt for ſuccour. We ſhall find, that 
it is allo, to Pray, and Intercede for the people. To make re- 
conciliation for the ſing of the people, (ſaies the text.) To make A- | 
tanement for the ſins of the people, (ſaies the old Teſtament.) 

Which Reconciliation, or Atonement, was made in the times 

of thg old Teſta ment, not only by offering of a ſacrifice, but. 
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| yers, and interceſſions, unto God, to accept of it for the 
ſins of the people. As we ſhall find, in that ſame 16. of 
Liviticw : After the ſacrifics was kil'd, the Prieſt was to 
take che blood of it, and ſprinkle ic with his finger upon 
the Mercy-Seat; as we reade in the 14.verſe. And at the 
12.and 13. He ſball take 8 Cenſer full of burning coals of fire 
from off the Altar before the Lord, and hi bands full of ſweet in- 
cenſe beaten ſmall, and bring it within the vail; And he ſball 
put the incenſe upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the 
incenſe may cover the Mercy Seat. He was to cauſe a cloud 
of Incenſe toariſe upon the Mercy-Seat. All which was a 
great Type ofthe Prayers, and Interceſſions of Jeſus Chriſt - 
who having once offered up himſelf a ſacrifice for our fins, 
hath carried the blood, and the vertue of it into Heaven, 
there ſprinkled the Mercy- Seat, and there ſtill by his Inter- 
ceſſions does appear for us; As it is proved at large, in the 
9. Chapter of this Epiſtle to the Hebrews, II, and 12. verſes: 
But Chriſt being come an High-Prieſt of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect Tabernacle, not made with bands, that 
is to ſay, not of this building : Neither by the blood of goats and 
| calves : but by bis own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. And at the 24, 
verſe: For Chriſt is not entered into the holy places made with 
bands, which are the figures of the true, hut into Heaven it ſelf, 
now to appear in the preſence of God for w. And if you duely 
conlider this Book of the Hebrews, you will find, that 
this work of Chriſts Interceſſion, is The Eſſential work of 
Iz)his Prieſtly Office: it ſeems rather to go beyond the for- 
1 mer, than to fall ſnort of it. Hebrews, the 8. Chapter, and 
4 the 4. verſe. For if he were on earth, he ſbould not be a Prieſt, 
That is, look as it was in the times of the old Teſtament : 
if the Prieſt had only offered a Sacrifice, and had not gone 
into the holy of holieſt with the blood thereof, ſprinkling 
the Mercy. Seat, praying, and interceding that it might be 
accepted for the fins of the people, the Prieſt had not done 
the work of the Prieſt, and ſo he had not been a compleat 
' Prieſt : So now, (ſaies the Apoſtle) if Jeſus Chriſt had only 
8 offered 
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| Heaven,the holy of holieſt, and carriad the power and the 
vertue ot his death chicher, to pray and intercade for ns, he 
had not done the work of the great High-Prieft, Every 
Prieſt might Sacrifice, but every Prieſt might not go into 


to do. Now therefore, Jeſus Chriſt going into Heaven,the 
Holy of Holieſt, there to make Interceſſion for us, is the 
great, and the ſpecial work of this High- Prieſt. 

That I may cleer up this myfterious Truth, I (hall deliver 
my ſelf theſe Four waies; by opening, 

Firſt, Wherein the Interceſſion of Chriſt conſifteth : and what 
he doth when we ſay he intercedes in Heaven for us. 

Secondly, How powerful, and prevailing bis Interceſſions are 
with God the Father. 

Thirdly, That he doth now intercede as our great High Prieſt 
and in a more tranſcendent and eminent way and manner, than e- 
ver any High Prieſt did before. | 

Fourthly, Th does conduce to our Comfort, and to our Holz. 


neſs. 
Firſt, If ic be demanded, herein conſiſteth this Interceſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt 9 
I Anſwer, 


Firſt it conſiſts in this: His appearing forus in Heaven, 
his owning of our Cauſe, and of our fouls to God the Fa- 
ther: It is the word that is uſed in that 9. Chapter of the 
Hebrews, the 24. verſe. Chriſt is not entered into the holy place 
made with hands, but into Heaven, now to appear in the preſence 
of God for . He does not in an ordinary way, and man- 
ner appear for us in Heaven; but with an Emphaſis, he does 
openly, and publickly, before all the Saints and Angels, 
appear for us in the preſence of God the Father. It is a 
comfort unto a man, ſomtimes, to have a good friend at 
Court, at the Kings elbow, chat may own him, and ap- 
r for him: but though a man have a friend at Court, 
omtimes if there be any danger, he will not appear, and 
own a wan; it may be he will own him, and countenance 


offred up himſelf here a Sacrifice, and had not gone into 


the Holy of Holieſt, chat belonged only to tha High · Prieſt 


Queſt. 
Anſw. 
1. 
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The great Goſpel- Myſtery of the Saints comfert and holineſi: 


fright hand of Jeſbua to reſiſt him. 


his Cauſe as long as there is no danger, bat no longer. Bur 
now, here, we havea friend in Heaven, that will appear 
for us, and own our Cauſes, and our ſouls, and in all con- 
dirions appear for as. That is the firſt. 

Secondly, He doth not only appear for us; but by ver- 
cue of his Prieſtly Office, he does carry the power, merit, 
and vertae of his blood into the preſence of God the Father 
in Heaven, and ſprinkles the Mercy-Seat with it ſeven 
times. Seven is a note of perfection. Thoſe that Chriſt ſuffe- 
red for, he does intercede for. He takes all their Bonds, and 
he carries them in unto God the Father, and he ſaies, Fa- 
ther, | have paid theſe bonds, I have paid this debt, I have 
ſatisfied thy juſtice for theſe poor finners, and now my de- 
fire is, that they may be acquitted from theſe bonds, and 
from theſe debts. 
ter of the Hebrews, 11, 12. verſes. 

Thirdly, He doth not only carry the power, and vertue 


us. And therefore we may reade what the Apolile ſaievin 
the 8. ofthe Rom. 33. ver. Who ſhall lay any tbing tothe charge 
of Gods Elect ? it is God that juſtifies, who is be that condemneth? 


ven at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 


gainſtthem. Let the world condemn, let Moſes condemn, 


God the Father, to take off all accuſations that ſball be 
raiſed againſt them. Concerning this there is a cleer and 
full inftance in that notable Scripture the 3. Chapter of Za- 
chariab, and the 1. verſe, We find Satan ſtanding at the 
He ſhewed me Joſhaa the 


High Prieſt, ſtanding before the Angel 


This alſo is remarkable in that 9. Chap- | | 


of his blood, and preſent it to God the Father for our diſ- | 
charge: but he does alſo plead our Cauſe in Heaven, an- 
ſwering unto all thoſe accuſations that are brought again | 


it is Chriſt that died, jea, ratber that he is riſen again, who it e- 
Upon this ground the Apoſtle ſpeaks thus; Who ſhall-con- | 
demn them? Jeſus Chriſt is at the right hand of God the |. 
Father, to take off all accuſations that ſhall be brought a- 


let Satan oondemn; Jeſus Chriſt is at the right hand of | 


of the Led, aut Savan |. 


ſtanding at bis right hand io reſiſt bim. n was the 
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caſtom of | 
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the Accuſer, to ſland at the right hand of the accuſed : 
| Pſalm, 109. ver. 6. Set thou @ wicked man over him, and les 
Satan ſtand at birright hand: take the wall of him in his ac- 
cuſation, condemning ofbim. Now here Satan ſanding 
at Joſpus right hand, notes his accuſing of him. Well, 
hat was the matter that he accuſed him of? Ye ſhall find 
that there was matter, verſe the 3: Now Joſhua wes cloathed 
with filthy garments, and ſtood before the Angel. Satan came 
and accuſed him that he had filthy garments; and ſo he 
had : for the Prieſts had defiled themſelves in Babylon, 
in marrying of ſtrange wives, as Joſbua and his cheldren 
are charged, inthe 10. Chapter of Ezra, and the 15, verſe. 
(Give me leave a little to open this Charge of Satan, that 
we may ſee Satan had matter of Charge, and accuſation a- 
gainſt Joſbna) And among the ſons of the Prieſts, there were 
found that bad taken ſtrange wives: namely of the ſons of Joſhua. 
He was High: Prieſt. So that now, aſp had defiled his 
garments: there was then matter of accuſation for Satan 
to work upon. But now, our Lord Teſus Chriſt, our great 
High-Prieſt Reps in, and takes off this accuſation : The 
| Lord ſaid (at the 3 . of Zacbariab, J verſe) unto Satan, The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord that bath choſen Jeruſa- 
N 3 
lem rebuke thee. The word uſed by the Septuagint, is the 
ſame that is uſed for Excommunication. And ic is here ! 
twice repeated, ( The Lord rebuke thee, even the Lord rebuke thee ) 
not only to ſhow the fulneſſe of Satans rebuke; but to ſhow 
the fulneſſe of the Interceſſion of leſus Chriſt. Now would 
we ſee the fulneſſe of Chriſts apology for 7oſbua ? Saies the 
Lord unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, even the Lord re- 
buke thee: And (ſaies he at the lattet end ofthe 2. yerſe) 
Ir not this a brand pluckt out of the fire? Thus: it is trae Lord, 
that Joſbxs hath filthy garments: but yet notwichſian» 
ding, Joſhua is but as a brand pluck't newly out of the 
| burning. Take a brand, and pull it newly out of the fire, 
e e 
0 0 newly pul'd out ofthe ing,a 
therefore, Lord he mat needabare for aſhm, and ſome | 3 
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dirt, and ſome filth about him: O Lord, (ſaies Chriſt) al- 
though chat Joſbua be clothed with filthy garments, Iwill!“ 
take away thoſe filthy garments : verſe the 4. He anſwered | 
and ſpake umo thoſe that ſtood before bim ſaying, Take away the 
filthy garments from him: and unto him be ſaid, Behold, I have 
cauſed thine iniquity to paſſe from thee, and I will clothe thee with 
change of raiment. This can be none but Chriſt, Thus 
Chriſt takes off the accuſation that was brought againſt 
Joſbua by Satan, for his filthy garments. And ſo does the 
Lord Chriſt now: If a poor foul fall into any fin, defile 
his garments : Satan, he comes in, and takes the right hand 
of him, ſiands at the right hand and accuſes, by reaſon of 
this filthy garment : but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our great 
High-Prieſt, he being at the right hand of the Father, takes 
up the cauſe, and anſwers to the accuſation: True Lord, 
this poor ſoul, indeed bath filthy garments; but he is but 
as a fire-brand plak*t newly out of the burning: He was 
in his natural, and finful condition the other day, in his 
burning, and he is but newly changed, and therefore he 
muſt needs have ſome dirt, and ſome filth upon him, as a 
fire-brand pluck*c our of the burning; and therefore confi- 
der him in that reſpect, and though he have filthy gar- 
ments now upon him; yet I will give him change of rai- | 
ments, and take away his filthy garments. Thus the Lord 
Chrift ſteps in to God the Father, and anſwers to all thoſe 
accuſations that are brought againſt him co God the Fa- 
ther. This is the Third thing that he does by way of his 
Iateceſſion. 5 

Again, He doth not only plead our Cauſe, and take 
off accuſations that are brought againſt us: But he does 
alſo, call ſor Abſolution, and Pardon of poor ſinners, 
at the hand of God the Father, in a way of Juſtice and E- | 
quity : And therefore he is called, our Advocate: If any 
man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
rigbteous. The work of an Advocate, differs from the 
work ofa Petitioner: an Advocate does not Petition the 
Judg, but an Advocate, he tells the Jadg what is Law, 
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what is right, and what ought to be done. So the Lord. Jeſus | 
Chriſt being in Heaven, and making Interceſſion, is there 
as our Advocate: Lord (faies he) this man, he hath ſinned 
indeed, but I have ſatisfied for his fins, I have paid for 
them to the full, I have ſatisfied thy wrath to the ful: now 
therefore, in a way of Equicy, and in a way of Jaſtice, I do 
here call for this mans pardon ; Thus Chriſt intercedes. 
And chus we ſee (briefly) wherein the Interteſſion of Chriſt 
conſiſtech, and what he does when we ſay, That he inter- 
cedes for us in Heaven. 

Well, But ſuppoſe he does Intercede, Can he prevail in | 
his Interceſſion, hath he any potency, power, or prevalency 
with God the Father in his Interceſſion? | 

Yes very much: and therefore we find in that ſame 1 
of Zach. That Jeſbua goes away with a fair Myter upon 
his head : ver. 5. And T ſaid, let them ſet a fair Myter (or 4 
Crown ) upon hi head: ſo they ſet a fair Myter (or a Crown) 
upon his bead, and clothed him with garments, and the Angel of 
the Lord ſioad by. Satan (at the beginning) ſtood at his 


right hand to accuſe him: but this Accuſer of the brethren | 


goes away with a double-rebuke, and Joſbus goes way 
with a Crown, through the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt he 
goes away with a Crown upon his head. 

All which will appear to you, if we confider Three 
things. 

Firſt, What great intereſt our Lord and Savior Chriſt 
hach in the boſom of God the Father. Paul prevailed 
with Philemon for Oneſimus, through the great intereſt that 
Paul had in the boſom of Philemon. Our Lord and Savi- 
our Chriſt, he hath lien inthe boſom of God the Father 
from all eternity : he is his Son, his natural Son, his belo- 
ved Son, his Son that did never offend him: and therefore 
| ſurely when he comes, and intercedes for a man, he is 


moſt like to ſpeed, to prevail. We know, that David go» | 


ing out againſt Nabal and his houſe; Abigail comes forth, 
meets with David, and intercedes for Nabal : and Abigail 


did ſo powerfully intercede, even for Nabal, that ſua turned 
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Davids heart quite round about. David ſwore he would 
not leave one oſ the houſe, and after Abigail had interce- 
ded a little for Nabal, in the 1 of Sam. 25. 32. verſe, David 
ſaid unto Abigail, Bleſſed be be Lord God of Tjrael, which 
ſent thee this day to meet me: and bleſſed be thy advice, and bleſſed 
be thou which haſt kept me this day from coming to ſbed blood. 
| / Pray, what did Abigail ſay , that ſhe turned David thus 
Tray a , 

about, that her interceſſion was thus powerful? Saies Abi. 
| gail, as for Nabal, he is according to his name. Andit ſhall 
come to paſt (at the 30. verſe) when the Lord ſhall have done to my 
Lord, according to all the good that he hath ſpoken concerning thee, 
and ſball have appointed thee ruler over 1 ſrael, that this bot be 
no grief unto thee, nor offence of beart to my Lord, either that thou 
haſt ſbed blood cauſeleſi, or that my Lord batb avenged bimſelf. 
This ſhall be no grief at all unto thine heart (ſales ſhe) and 
other wordsthat ſhe aſed, by which ſhe prevailed here wich 
David. But Abigail was a ſtranger to David: and Abigail 
| ſheprayes, and intercedes for Nabal, a wicked, vile, foo- 
liſh man. Shall Abigail, a woman, a ſtranger prevail thus 
with David for a Nabal ? and ſhall not the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, the Son of the Father, not a ſtranger, nor a ſtranger 
| to his boſom, but beloved from everlaſting, ſhall not he 
prevail much more, when he comes, and pleads the cauſe 
of the Ele&, and ofthe Children of God, in the preſence 
of God the Father, whom the Father loves alſo? Great is 
the Rhetorick of a Child: if a Child do but cry, Father, 
eſpecially if che child be a wiſe child, he may prevail much 
with a tender hearted father. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he 
is the Son ofthe Father, and he is che Wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther too; and God the Father is a tender hearted Father: 
Oh ! ſurely therefore, powerful are the Interceſſions of je- 
ſus Chriſt wich God the Father. 

| Secondly, The prevalency of Chrifts Interceſſions wich 
the Father, will appear; if we conſider, The inclination, 
and difpofition, that God the Father hath, unto the ſame 
| that Chriſt prayeth, and intercedeeh for. If a 
child ſhould come, and intreac his Father, in a matter that 

| the 
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the Father hath no mind to, or that the Frther Is ſet a- 
. | gainſt; poffibly he might not prevail: Bur if a beloved 
child ſhall come and pray the father in a bufinefs that the 
father likes as well as the child; ſurely then, the child is 
very like co ſpeed. Thus ic is: The Lord Jefus Chriſt 
comes, and he intercedes for us: and the Father hath as 
great an inclination, and diſpoſition unto the work that 
Chriſt intercedes for, as Chriſt himſelf hath: And there- 
fore ſaies Chriſt, Loe, I come to do thy will: I come not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that ſem me. That which 
Chriſt did, chat he had a mind to, it was rather, the will of 
the Father, than Chriſts will: the Father is as ſtrongly in- 
clined, and diſpoſed to what Chriſt did, and wils,as Chriſt 
himſelf. Thoſe.that thou haſt given me (ſaies he) I have loſt 
none. they are thine own, Lord, and therefore I pray for 
them. We have a norable expreſſion to this end, in the 
10. Chapter of John, and the 17. verſe. Therefore doth my 
| father love me, becauſe I lay down my life, that I may take it a. 
gain. Tlay down my life : Here's his ſuffering; and his ſa- 
tisfaction. That I may take it again: Go up to Heaven, 
and take it again and intercede. Therefore doth my Father 
love me. Ohl what a round of love is here: God the Fa- 
ther out of Iove,ſends Chriſt into the world to die for man: 
God ſo loved the-world, that be gave hi only begotten Son. Well, 
Jeſus Chriſt out of love to us, he dies for us: Who hathilo> | 
ved us, and given himſelf for us. The Father Ioves the 
world in giving Chriſt, The Son loves the world in dying 
for us; and the Father, he loves Chriſt again, for loving 
us: Chriſt loves us, and the Father loves Chriſt again for 
loving of us: a mighty high expreffion, That the Father 
ſhould love Chriſt, for loving us, So then look wherein 
the love of Chriſt is ſeen unto poor finners, the Fathers in- 
clination, and diſpoficion ls unto that as much as Chriſts: 
So that when he comes unto God the Father, and does in- 
tercede, he maſt needs prevail, becauſe the Father loves 
him for bis interceding, the Father likes the watter as well 
as he; loves you the better for lit. 


| 
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Thirdly, This will appear alſo, if we confider, upon 
what terms our Lord and Saviour Chriſt, our great High- 
Prieſt, was taken, and admitted into Heaven, the Holy of | 


Holieſt: ſo it is called. He was Honorably received into 
Heaven, and he was received thither, for to do the work of 
che High prieſt, He was Honorably received when he 


came to Heaven: Sit thou down at my right hand (fajes God 
the Father to him) a note of Honour. 
would expreſſ: his Honour to his mother, he ſer her down 
at his right hand. Thus God the Father would expreſſe 


the Honourable welcome that Chriſt had when he came to 


Heaven: Sit thou down at my right hand (ſaies he.) 


Now ye ſhall obſerve, that whenſoever this is made menti- 


on of, The fitting down at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther; it is made mention of, not with the Kingly Office of 
Chriſt, but with the Prieſtly Office of Chrilt : as if that he 
were ſet down there, to do the work of the Prieſtly Office: 
One would think (I ſay) that this ſhould be expreſt with 
the Kingly Officeof Chriſt : but you ſhall find it cunning 
along in the Scripture, ſtill with the Prieſtly Office of Jeſas 
Chriſt. Look into the 8. Chapter of the Hebrews, the 1. 
verſe. Now of the things which we have ſpoken, this is 
the ſum : We baveſuch an High Prieſt, who is ſet on theright 
hand of the Throne, of the Majeſiy in the Heavens. Is named 
wich the Prieſtly Office. And ſo igain, in the 10. Chap- 
ter of the Hebrews, at the 11. and 12. verſes. Every High- 
Prieſt ſtandeth dayly miniſtring, and offering often times tbe 


ſame ſacrifices, which can never take away ſin: But this man 


(ſpeaking of Chriſt) after he bad offered one-ſacrifice for ſins for 
ever, ſate down ontheright band of God: It is carried along 
with the mention of the Prieftly Office of Chriſt : as if he 
were ſate down at the right hand of God the Father in 
Heaven, on purpoſe todo the work of che Prieſtly Office. 
When Jeſus Chriſt came into Heaven, into the Holy of Ho- 


lieſt, he came thither at our great High prieſt; * and he 


; faid unto God the Father; Lord, I am not now come in 


mine own name, for my own ſake only, but I come as the 
great 


— 
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all che Elect; and. Icometo intercede for poor finners ; 
I. come as High-Prieſt : Saies God the Father to him, Wel- 
come upon thoſe terms, welcome upon thoſe terms, not- 
wirſtanding thou dueſt come in their names, come and fic 
down at my right hand, ſaies God the father to him: Thus 
Father is ingaged, for he received him upon thoſe terms 
into Heaven, as our great High · Prieſt; the Father therfore 
is engaged to hear his Interceſſion, and ſo the Interceſſi»n 
of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt have a great deal of power, and pre- 
valency with God the Father in Heaven. This is the Se- 
cond thing. | 

But, Thirdly; Does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt intercede for u 
in Heaven, as our great High-Prieſt ? 

Yes, and he does do this in a more tranſcendent, and 
eminent way and manner, than ever any High - Prĩeſt did 
before Him. „ e! 

For Firſt, He hath gone through more Temptations 
than ever any High · Prieſt did. He was tempted (ſaies the 
text) that be might ſuccour tboſe that are rempted, as an High- 
Prieſt : If he was Tempted, that he might ſuccour thoſe 


the more he was Tempted, the more experimentally able 


High- Prieſt, that was Tempted like unto Chriſt. He was 
(ſaies the Apoſtle) in all things tempted, like anto us, ſin only 
excepted. Poor ſoul, name any temptation, that thy 


You will ſay, I am often times tempted to doubt whether 
I be the Child of God or no, and that very often. So 
was Chriſt too: you know the place in the 4. of Mat- 
tbew : If thou be the Son of God; and if them be, the Son of God, 
twice that the Devil would ſet an upon Chxiſts Son-ſhip, 


heart is ſcared at the thoughts of, and you will find, that 
the Lord jeſus Chriſt, he was tempted with that temptation. 


great High- Prieſt, having on this Breaſt-plate, the name of 


that are Tempted; ſuccour them as an High · Prieſt, then 


he is for to ſuccour thoſe that are Tempted. Never any | 


| 


Oh! but 1 am tempted often time: to uſe indirect means 
to get out of trouble. So was Chriſ too: Command that 


theſe ſtone be made bread, _—_ the Devil to him. Oh] hut 
n 2 
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 ſometiins I have been tempted, even to lay violent hands 
upon my ſelf, So did the Devil tempt Chrift too; Caſt thy 
ſelf d mn off the Pinacle of the Temple; that was a temptation. |” 
Oh! but Fam tempted unto ſuch evil things, that truly I 
am afraid to ſpeak of, ſach blaſphemies, ſuch horrid, and 
wretched blaſphemiezr, as I think never came upon the heart 
of any Child of God, ſo that I am afraid to think of them, 
and aſhamed to mention them. And was not Chriſt o ? 
| was not he tempted ſo? Saies the Devil co him, AU thu 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me. Oh! 
horrid blaſphemy ! Bluſh, bluſh, O Sun: that the Lord 
Jeſus, the God of Glory, ſhould fall down to the Devil, and 
worſhip the Devil ; what wretched biaſphemy was here, 
that he ſhould ſpeak this? and yet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
he was tempted to it. What ſhall I ſay, He was in all | 
things tempted like unto us, fin only excepted. Now, 
there was never any High-Prieſt that was ſo tempted, and 
he was therefore tempted, that he might ſoccour thoſe that 
are tempted. He is more able as our High-Prieft to inter- 
cede, to put in for you, and to ſuccour you, than ever any 
ö High · Prieſt was before him. as 
Again, As he hath gone through more Temptations 
than ever any High-Prieft did: So alſo, he is filled with 
| more Compaſhons. It behoved the High · Prĩieſt to be Mer- 
ciful it is an Office of Love, and Mercy. Now our Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt (faies the Apoftle) is ſuch an High- 
Prieſt, as cannot but be touched with your infirmities : the 
High-Prieſt that did go before him, ſomtimes, was not 
touched with their infirmities : Hamab came and prayed, 
and Elis heart was not touched with her infirmicy, at the 
| firft. But our High-Pcieſt cannot but be touched, he does 
| ſympathize with us under all our infirmities. He is affli- 
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Qed in all our afflictions. It was the work of the High- 
Prieſt to ſympathize with the people; and yet not with - 
{itanding, there was a law, that the High · Prieſt might not 
mourn for his kindred, in that he might not, as others, 
ſympathize, or mourn. But now, our Lord Jeſus, 1 
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ally ſy mpathize with us, and therefore goes beyond all 

che High Priefts that ever was before him. | | 
Farther, He is more faithful in his Office, and Place 

Fo ever any High -Prieſt was Aaron was an High- Prieſt, 3 


but unfaithful in the matter of the golden Calf. But our 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt, he is more faithful than Moſes 
was. In this 3. of Heb. 1, 2. verſes, (and ſoon) Wherefore ho 
ly brethren, conſider the Apoſile and High. Prieſt of our profeſſion 
Chriſt Jeſus. who was faithful to him that appointed him, as al. | 
ſo Moſes war faithful in all bis houſe He ſteps over Aaron; | 
who was the High - Prieſt, and he compares him here to 
Moſes in Faithfulneſs. Now Moſer was faithful in all 
his houſe : But our Lord and Saviour here, he is preferred 
before Moſes in point of faichfulneſs; yet it is ſaid, Moſes 
wa faithful in all bis houſe. When that the Lord comman- 
ded Moſes any thing, as the Lord commanded fo did he, 
and roſe upearly in the morning to do the commandement 
of God: He was faithful in all his houſe; and yer our 
Lord and Saviour was more faithful than Moſes in the mat- 
ter of his Prieſthood. For ſo it is brought in here, at the 
3. verſe. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than 
Moſes, in at much as he who bath builded the bonſe, hath more 
honor than the houſe. Verſe the 5. Moſes verily was faithful 
in all his bouſe, as a ſervant, for a teſtimony of thoſe thing; which 
were to be ſpoken after; but Chriſt 4 Son over his own houſe. | 
Look now, as a Child, or a Son is more faithful in his fa- 
thers houſe than a Servant will be: ſo, (ſales the Apoſtle) 
Chriſt is more faithful chan Moſer. And look as che buil- 
der of the houſe, does go beyond, and excel every beam, 
and ſtone in the houſe, or every part of the building: So 
does the Lord Chriſt in faithfulneſe, exceed Moſes, You 
will ſay, there is a great difference between a tone in the 
building, and the maker of the houſe: Look what aiſles 
rence there is between a ſtone,or à = of wood, & the i | 
ker of the building; ſo great a difference there is (fatey' che | 
Apoſtle)between JeſusChrift,in the matter of his Frieſthod,,, 
and ſes ; yet notwichitanding, Moſes is faithful in _ . 9 8 
| . ouſe. 
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houſe. Oh! then, how faithful is Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
matter of his Priefthood ! He goes before all that ever went 
before him. 

Again, Take other High-Prieſts, and though 2hey were 
never ſo good, they could not alwaies intercede, they died; 
the High- Prieſt died, and another came in his room: But 
this man liveth for ever to make Interceſſion. | 

Yea, Tak the High-Prieſt in the times of the old Teſta- 
ment; and while he lived, he did not alwaies intercede for 
the people: Once in a yeer, the High Prieſt came to enter 
into the Holy of Holieſt to ſprinkle the Mercy - Seat with 
blood, and cauſed a cloud to ariſe upon the Mercy Seat, 
with his prayers, and interceſſions for their acceptance: 
and then he went out ofthe Holy of Holieſt, and laid aſide 
his garments. Eut now, our great High Prieſt, is aſcended 
into the Holy of Holieſt never to put off his Prieſtly gar- 
ments: and he does not once a year ſprinkle the Mercy- Seat 
with his ſacrifice, but every day: and therefore he goes be- 
yondall the High · Prieſts that ever went before him. 

And yet further: Take the High prieſt in the old Law, 

in the times of the old Teſtament: and though they did 
offer ſacrifice for fome fins, and intercede; yet there was 
other fins again, that no ſacrifice was to be offered for. If 
a man did kill another at un-awares, there was a ſacrifice. 
If a man finned ignorantly, there was a ſacrifice But ſaies 
the Text in the 15. of Numbers, 30. verſe. If any man ſin pre- 
ſamptuouſiy, be 2. becnt off, and there ſhall be no ſacrifice for 
bim: No ſacrifice, no interceſſion by the High prieſt then. 
But we have ſuch an High- prieſt, that makes interceſſions 
for All fins. So he ſales himſelf: Every fin aud bloſtbemy, 
ſhall be forgiven, except the blaſphemy againſt tbe Holy Ghoſt, 
Every fin, though ict boyl up to blaſphemy, it ſhall be for- 
given; but without ſacrifice there is no remiſſion : and 
therefore he hath made a ſacrifice; and ſo he preſents the 
ſacrifice, anTintercedes for every poor ſinner: and there- 
fore, he is ſuch an High-Prieſt,chac tranſcends all the High- 
Prieſts that ever went before him. 
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In the Fourth place, How doth all thi conduce wow to our 4. 
Comfort, or our Holineſi; to our Grace, or Peace ? 
PFirſt, To our Comfort. Very much to our Comfort. And 
therefore in the 1 Chap. of Zach. good words, and comfor- 
table are ſpoken upon this occaſion: (ver. 8.) ſaies the Pro- 
phet, I ſaw by night, and behold, a man riding upon a red horſe, 
and he ſtood among the Myrtle trees that were in the bottom, and 
behind him were there red horſes ſpeckled & white. Then ſaid 1, O 
my Lord, what are theſe ? And the Angel that talked with me [aid 
unto me, 1 will ſbew thee what theſe be. And the man that ſtood 
among the Myrtle trees, anſwered and ſaid, Theſe are they, whom 
the Lord hath ſent to walk to and fro through the earth. And 
they anſwered the Anyel of the Lord that ſtood among the Myr- 
ile trees, and ſaid, We bave walked to and fro through the | 
earth, and behold, all the earth ſitteth ſtill, andis at reſt. And 
the Angel of the Lord anſwered, and ſaid, O Lord of boſts, how 
lang, wilt thou not have mercy on Jeruſalem, and on the Cities of 
Tudah, againſt which thou baſt had indignation theſe threeſcore 
and ten yeer :? Here is Interceſſton. And the Lord anſwered 
the Angel that talked with me, with good words, and comfortable 
words. Give meleave to open the words a little, and we 
ſhall ſee how much it makes to our comfort, this Interceſ- | 
fion of Jeſus Chriſt. At the 8: verſe, Iſaw(ſaies he) a min 
riding upon a red horſe. This is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt preſen- | 
ted thus to us. And he flood among the Myrile trees, The 
Saints and people of God they are called Myrtle trees, for 
their greenneſs, ſweetneſs, and fruicfalneſs. And theſe Myr. 
tle trees were in the bottom. That is, in a dark, in a low, 
and a poor condition: it is the condition of Myrtle-trees, 
and of the Saints and People of God tobe oft in bottoms, 
and in a dark and low condition, Well: Behind him were 
there red horſes, ſpeckled, and white: And T ſaid, O my Lord, what 
are theſe ? Now that this is Chriſt ; Firſt of all, he is called 
| a Man, and an Angel too. Secondly,” As Chriſt walked 
between the golden Candleſticks, in the book of the-Reve- 
lation: So here he ſtood among the Mirtle trees, among the | | 
| Saints. And behind him (attending upon him) were red 
| horſes, 
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horſes, ſpeckled and white. That is, Angels ſent to and 
fro through the earth, upon his meſſage, and upon his er- 
rand; and unto him they come and give an account, and 
to none but Chriſt. Then we ſhall ſee this Angel, that Rood 
among the Myrtle-trees,comes and Intercedes : all the An- 
gels they come and bring in this report, That che Church 
and people of God were in a low condition. Then ibis An- 
gel that ſiood among the Myrile-treer, anſwered and ſaid, (at the 
12. verſe) O Lordof boſis, how wilt thou not bave mercy on 
Jeruſalem, and on the Cities of Judah, againſt which thou haſt 
J had indignation theſe threeſcore and ten yeers ? It muſt needs be 
Chriſt, tor no Angel intercedes, but Chriſt alone. What 
is the fruit of this Interceſlion ? (at the 13. verſe) The Lord 
anſwered the Angel that talked with me, with good words, and 
comfortable words. I (indeed) good words, and comfor- 
table are the fruit of the Interce ſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. It is a 
matter of great comfort this, That the Lord Chriſt, our 
great High- Prieſt, is in Heaven to intercede for us. Is it 
not a comfort to a poor man, to have a friend above, neer 
the King, or in the Court, that may be able to do him kind- 
neſs? a man ſomtimes ſaies, Ihad a friend indeed in the 
Court, but now he is dead. I but, here is a friend that 
never dies: He ever lives to make Interceſſion. Friends | 
may alter, and turn enemies; but he changeth not. Our 
Lord and Savior Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, Rejoyce | 
not in this, that the Devils fall down like lightning before 
you: but rejoyce in this, That your names are written in Hea- 
ven: it is a matter of great joy to have ones name written 
in Heaven: Ob ! but what is it then, to have ones name 
written in the chief part of Heaven, to have ones name 
written there, upon the Breaft- plate of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
great High-Prieſt, that is gone into the Holy of Holieft, 
Thus it is, The Lord Chriſt is now gone to Heaven; entred 
| into the Holy of Holieſt, and carries our names into the pre 
ſence of God che Father, atzd there pleads, and intercedes 
for us. Oh ! what matter of comfort is here . 
Object. But you will ſay unto. me: This & indeed exceeding | 
| SY | good | 
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goed, and very comfortable in it ſelf : but what is this io me ? 45 

far I am af? id that the Lord Chriſt, does not intercedt for me: 
'| if indeed I could perſwade my ſelf, that the Lord Jeſus were in 
Heaven a my High-Prieſt, to intercede for me, I ah verily 1 
ſhould have comfout, though I were in the loweſt bottom, though I 
were in Hell it ſelf ; but Ob! I am afreid to bear my ſelf; #pon the 
Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, leſt I ſhould preſume. . | | 

This isthe great Objection, and ſtands up continually; | 4nſw. 

to reſiſt the comforts of Gods People: Give me leave there- | 
fore, to deal wich this ObjeQion all along, and to take it 
off, that fo the comfort may fall the more fully upon 


ou. 720 Xt 
"Firſt, I will ſnew, It is no preſumption for us, tb bear 
our ſelves upon the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. ? 
Secondly, Who thoſe are, that the Lord Chriſt does 
Tatercede for in Heaven. | 
And Thirdly, How. willing , how. infinitely willing 
he is to Intercede for us: that fol may bring the comfort: | 
neerer to our own. bofoims, | A : Jer 
Firſt, I ay ic is no preſumption for us to bear our ſelves | 1. 
upon the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt : no preſumpiion to | 
beleeve. We know the ſtory of the Woman in the Goſpel; | 
that came unto our Lord and Saviour, touching che hem | 
of his garmens for her cure, and ſhe was cured theteby.. | 
But our Saviour perceiving vertue to be gone from him, he: 
cals out the perſon, I ho batb touched me ? come fortb; and 
the woman came forth trembling. Our Lord and Savi- 
our Chriſt, does not fay to this paor woman, How! dare 
you thus couch me? how durſt you thus pi 1 
Conſider, The woman had no:Commani ti da it; n 
Precept to back her: The woman had no promiſe to en- 
gage her; that if ſhe did touch the hem of his gar ment, 
ſhe ſhould be cured. The woman had no Example; ne- 


ver any befote that touched the hem of hi garment, and | | 

was cured ;, No Commandemeniz/No Pronũſe, No Exam 
le: Surely now, if any woman, ot man, ſhauld preſume, | | 
t ſhould be this woman, that had no Commandement, 
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| nor no Promiſe, nor no Example; and yet the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt does not chide her away, does not tell her, ſhe had | 
preſumed; but, O woman thy faith hath ſaved thee, thy faith 
hath made thee whol. Let me ſpeak this home, we have'a 
Command now to bel teve in Chrift; and a Promitſe :| 
| Thoſe that come unto him, he ever liveth co make enter- 
ceſſion for them: And we have Examples of many that 
have come unto Jeſus Chriſt, born themſelves upon his 
Interceſſion, and have gone away cured: what! was it no 
Preſumption for the woman to come and touch Chriſt, 
without a Commandement, and a Promiſe, and an Exam- 
ple? and have you Examples, and have you Promiſes, and 
have you Commandements to beleeve, and will you ſay 
this is Pceſumption? Be not deceived, it is no Peſumption 
for thee, poor ſoul, to bear thy ſelf at length upon Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Secondly, To make this out a little more fully: I ſhall- 
diſcover who thoſe are that the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
does belong unto. ' If any man ſin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſw Chriſt the righteows. You will ſay, 
This is to be carried upon thoſe that were ſpoke of before: 
and thoſe were ſuch as had fellowſhip with the Father: 
Truely , our fellowſhip. # with the Father, and with bis Son 
Jeſus Chriſt 5 Chap. 1. verſe 3. Now if any man ſin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus: Chriſt tbe righteous. © If a- 
ny man that hath fellowſhip with the Father, or Chriſt, 
ſin; they have an Advocate with God the Father. Firſt 
therefore ſtand you by I pray, that we will take for gran- 
ted, all you that ever had any fellowſbip with God the Fa- 
cher, or with Jeſus Chriſt; this Doctrine of the Interceſſi- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt, and the comfort hereof does belong to 
Moreover, In the 17. Chapter of 7obn, there we find, 
chat our Savior ſaies, He prayes for thoſe that do beleeve, 
and ſhould beleeve. Thoſe that he prayes for here, he in- 
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tertedes for in Heaven: Neither pray I for theſe alone (at the | 
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20. verſe) bat for them alſs which ſball beleeve on me through thy 
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but for them alſo which ſhall beteeve. Well then, here ig 
' | ſecond ſort, Thoſe that do beleeve, and thoſe that wait 
- | upon the Lord in the Ordinance, xhat they may beleeve, or 
ſhall beleeve; Stand you by alſo, you are another ſort of 
people, that the Iuterceſſion of Jeſus Chrift, and the com- 
fort thereof does belong unto. | 
But now yet further, If we look: into the 7. Chapter of 
this Epiitle unto the Hebrews, at the 25. vetſe, we ſlall find 
theſe words: Wherefore, be is able alſo, to ſave them to the utter - 
moſt, that come unto God by bim, ſecing he ever livetb to make In- 
terceſſion for them. Who are thoſe? Thoſe that come unto 
God by him. Lay:this, and 53. Chapter of Tſaiab the 12. 
verſe together. He we numbred with the tranſoreſſors (ſpea- 
king ot Chriſt cleerly) and be bare the ſins of many," and made 
interceſſion for the trenſgreſſors. It may be thou canſt not ſay, 
I have fellowſbip with God the Father: it may be thou 
canſt not ſay, I do beleeve, I am perſwaded that Ido be- 
lee ve; thou canſt not ſay ſo: Well, but can you ſay thus: 
Through the Lords grace, Ido come unto God by Chriſt; 
I have been, and Iam a great tranſgreſſor, but I come unto 
God by Chriſt; I am one of the coming · tranſgreſſors: 1 
have been a tranſgreſſor, but Iam a coming - tranſgreſſor, 
I come unto God by Chriſt. Stand you by alſo, this In- 
terceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it belongs unto you: 
And let me tell chee for thy comfort (poor ſoul ) whatſoe- 
ver thou haſt been, that comeſt unto the Lord by Chriſt, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our great High · Prieſt, he is gone to 
Heaven tò intercede for thy ſoul. ai Tt 
But you will ſay, There is onething that makes:me afraid be 
will not intercede for me, I have been ſo great a tranſgreſſor: for T 
have been a tranſgreſſor againſt Jeſus Chriſt, this High. Prieſt : 
Ob ! T have ſinned againſt this great High: Prieſt, Jeſus Cbriſt, 
and therefore I am ff aid he will not intercede for me. TE 
For anſwer to this, I {ball only deſire you to turg tothe 
16. Chapter of Numbers, the 41: verſe, and conſider it duly 
we reade there, that all che Congregation murmured a- 


word, I do not pray only for thoſe thatdo beleeve now, 


A — 


1. — 


| 


44 The great Goſpel-Myftery of the S ointy comfert- and b elineſ : 


 aganſt Moſer, and Aaron: Aaron was the High-prieft: And 
(ſaies the text) all the Congregation of the children of Iſrael mur- 
| mured againſt Moſes, and againfi Aaron.ſaying, Te haue killed 
the people of the Lord, They had murmured againſt 1ofes , 
and Aaron. Then (at the 46. verſe ) Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, 
Take a Cenſer, put fire therein from off the Altar, put on incenſe, 
go quickly unto the Congregation, and make an atonement for them: 
for there is] wrath gone out from the Lord, the. Plague is begun. 
And ſee what Auron did: And Aaron too Moſes comman- 
ded, and ran into the midſt of the Congregation, and behold, the 
plague was begun among ibe people : and be: put on incenſe, and 
| made an atonement for the people. And he ſtoad between the dead 
and the living, and the plague mas ſt ayed: They had ſinned 
againſt Aaron the High · Prieſt, and yet: Aaron (but the Ty- 
pical High- Prieſt, he was but a Type af Chriſt) he ran in, 
although they had ſinned againſi him, & he ſtood between 
the dead and the living, and made an atonement for them. 
| Oh ! if there was ſo much bowels and compaſlions in the 
Type, in Aaron, when they had finned againſt him, as to 
go and intercede for them: How much more is there in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Typified High Prieſt, to poor 
ſouls, ro intercede for them. 8 
3. But now, this may be more fully made out to us, if we 
do but take in the Third thing, and that is: The Lord 7e- 
ſus Chriſt, he is infinitely willing to intercede for w. We 
have ſeen who thoſe are unto whom the Interceſſion of 
Chriſt belongs : namely, Such as have had any fellowſhip 
with God the Father, or with Chriſt : Such as do beleeve, 
or ſhall hereafter beleeve : And all thoſe poor tranſgreflors 
that come unto God the Father by Cbriſt. Now obſerve, 
how infinitly willing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is to intercede 
for us that are thus: That will appear thus: 
J. Firſt, He muſt needs be willing to do that which be bath recei- 
| ved bis anointing for. Iris ſaid of Aaron, t hat he was arioin- 
ted; and that oyntment ran down upon his beard, and un · 
to the skirts of all his garment: nota piece of Aaron gar- 
ment, but was perfumed with the oyntment that Aaron was 
Ia na anointed} 
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anointed with. Surely, there is not a skirt of the garment 
of Jeſas Chriſt, but the anointment wherewithal He, our 
| High Prieſt was anointed, does rundown upon him. He 
is che Meſſiah, the anointment : So he is called in the 10. 
of Iſziah. The anointment. He was anointed with the yl of 
gladne ſi above all his fellows: above all the High-prieſts that 
ever were before him. And he was anointed for this very 
end, That he might do the work of the High prieſt; which 
is, to Intercede for the fins of the people. And therefore 
in that place in Jobn, 1 Jobn, 2. 1. If any man ſin, we have an 
Advocate with thi Father, Jeſw Chriſt, Chriſt fignifies A- 
nointed. If any man fin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father: But who is that? He is Jeſus, that ſignifies your 
Saviour, and ſo he is willing to incercede. I but, it may 
be he is not able to do it, it may be he hath not received 
the anoĩnting to do it. Yes, He is called Chriſt. If any 
man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt: 
or if you will, Saviour, Anointing. So that he is anointed 
for this end and purpoſe, to be your Advocate. Now if a 
man do receive money for to lay out for the benefit of o- 
thers, poor Ocphans, or the like: if a man be faithful, 
certainly, he will lay out the money for them, according 
tothe intention of him that did truſt him with the money. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he hath received the Anointing, he 
is anointed as our great High prieſt, to do the work of the 
Prieſtly Office:and this is one work, to Intercede,and there- 
fore he muſt needs be very willing to do it. 

Again, The more any thing is the work of a mans Relation, 
epberewithasl be is clothed, the more (if he be faithful) is be 
willing to do the work, And I pray mind it a little, When 
men are exalted, and come to Greatneſſe, or Honor, then 
they give down the comforts of their Relation unto thoſe 
that depend upon them: If a father come to any great pre- 
ferment ; the comfort of the Relation ofthe facher, chen fals 
down upon the children, runs down then upon the fruit 
of his loyns. And fo, if one friend do come anto prefer- 


| ment; the comfort of the Relation (or F — falls 
down. 
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down. Now the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is our Hig h-Prieft ; 
| and he is now exalted, he is gone to Heaven: and therforee 
all the comforts of all the Relations that he ſtands in to- 
wards us, do now fall upon us. And thereſore, he Is wil- 
ling, he is very willing, becauſe this is the work of his Re- 
lation. 
3. And further, It is the work of his Office. What a man 
does by Office, that he does willingly; what a man does by 
Office, he does induſtriouſly, he does not do it by the bye: 
what a man does by Office, he does it readily; according 
unto a mans Place, or Office, ſo wiil his interpretation be. 
Suppoſe now a Child that hath very good parts, come be- 
fore three men, of three ſeveral Proteſſions; A Lawyer, a 
Miniſter, and a Merchant. The Child having very good 
parts; the Merchant ſaies, He will make a very good Mer» | 
chant: the Lawyer ſaies, He will make a very good Law- 
yer: and the Miniſter ſaies, he will make a very good Scho- 
ler: acccording to their three Relations, or Places, or Of. 
fice, or Work, their interpretation is. So now, if three 
men, of three ſeveral Trades, whoſe work lies about 
wood, come and behold a fine green tree: One man ſaies, 
It is good for this : And another ſaies, It is good tor that: 
and the third ſaies, It is good for another ule : according 
to his Place, and Calling, will his interpretation be. So 
now, when a poor ſoul comes before God: Moſes (the 
Law) looks upon him: And the Devil looks upon bim: 
d Jeſus Chrift Looks upon him : The work of the Law, 
is to Condemn; The work of the Devil to Accuſe; And 
| the work of Jeſus Chriſt, is co Intercede, it is the work of 
his Office. Now therefore, à ſſoon as the Devil ſees ſuch a 
ſou], Oh (ſaies he) here's a fine Inſtrument for mie, here's 
a fic ſubject for me to enjoy. Aſſoon as Moſes lees this man, 
Here's a fine ſubject for me to condemn unto all Eternity. 
But when Jeſus Chriſt looks upon ſuch a ſoul, ſaies he, Lieres 
a fine ſoul for me to ſave unto all Eternity, to inter cede 
for? why? becauſe it is his Office, and what a man does | 
by Office, he interprets accordingly. Therefore what the] |. 
Lord 
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Eord Jeſus Chriſt does, he does by Office, and he does it 
readily, and willingly. And I will give you one demon- 
ſtration of it; It was the end why Jeſus Chriſt wai taken 
into Heaven, into the Holy of Holieſt; that he might In- 
tercede. According to the Scriptures mentioned before, 
in Heb. 9. 24. For Chriſt is not entred into boly places made with 
hands, but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear inthe preſence of 
God for w. He does not ſay thus, Chriſt is now gone to 
Heaven, to be glorified there; Chriſt is now gone to Hea- 
ven, to enJoy the boſom of his Father, for his own happi- 
neſs. No, but he is gone into Heaven to appear in the Pre- 
ſence of God for uu. This is the end of his aſcentiun. And 
ſo again inthe 7. of the Hebrews, Wherefore, be is able to ſave 
to tbe uttermoſt, ſeeing be ever liveth to make interceſſion for us. 
What? is he in Heaven to be glorified there? No, but the 
end why Chriſtis in Heaven, 1s to make interceſſion for poor 
finners : And therefore, he muſt needs be infinicly willing 
to do this, becauſe it is the end of his going thither, into 
the Holy of Holieſt. Oh therefore, be of good comfort, all 
you that do come unto God by him, for he is willing to 
intercede for you. And let not any thing diſcourage you: 
It may be you will complain, and ſay Oh ! but I am much 
oppoſed here in this world. What matter, ſo long as Jeſus 
Chriſt does intercede for me in Heaven, and 1 good 


.| words unto God the Father for me in Heaven what though 


be oppoſed by men? It may be you will complain, and 
ſay, Oh! but Lam much tempted, and cannot pray. 


pray, Chriſt prayes for you; and he prayes that you may 
pray. It may be you complain, and ſay, Oh I but I la- 
bor under ſuch and ſuch corruptions, and the Devil he is 
buſie with me, exceeding buſie, and I cannot overcome 
them: and the Devil ſtands at my right hand for to tempt 
me, and to lead me into ſuch and ſuch fins. Wel, ber ſo, 
yet notwithſtanding, the Lord Jefys Chriſt, he is at the 
right hand of our Father, and he is ſet down at the right 


hand of God the Father, till all enemies be made his fott- 


ſtool 


CY 
4 
— ä * 3638 c 
ds. 


— 


48 be great Goſpel-Myftery of the Bae, it and bolinoſi: 


— NS 


ſtool; and your ſins are his enemies: And therefore be of 
good comfort, O all ye people of che Lord. ls there ever 
a poor Myrtle tree, a ſoul chat grows in a bottom, in a 
poor dark condition? be of good comfort, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, our great High-Prieſt, he is entered into Heaven, 
into the Holy of Holieſt, thereto iotercede with God the 
Father for thee. | 4 
Queſt. I but; you will ſay unto me: Doer not this conduce to our 
| Grace, and Holineſs tos? and bow does it do it ? 

Anſw. This Interceſſion'of Jeſus Chriſt; this work of the Prĩeſt. 
oh ly Office of Chriſt, and the confideration thereof, it does 
conduce exceedingly unto our Grace, and Holinefle. 
For. N ede | | ine 
. Firſt, What a mighty inoburagement is here unto. all 
poor finners, for to come unto Jeſus Chriſt? He ever liveth 
to make Interceſſion for thoſe that come unto God hy him: Oh |, 
then, who would not come unto God by Chriſt? who 
would not come unto jeſus Chriſt? Me thinks a poor ſin · 
ner ſhould ſay, Indeed my ſins were fo great, that I was a- 
fraid for to come unto God: But now 1 hear; that the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt is in Heaven; to make Interceſſion, for all 
thoſe that come unto God by him; Though I have been a 
. Drunkard, now I wil go unto God by Chriſt: And though 
I have been a Swearer, and though I have been an unclean 
Wanton, yer 1 will go unto God by Chrift. Indeed, 1 
thought that my time was paſt; for I have been an old 
Swearer ; and I have been an old Drunkard; and I have 
been an old Sabbath-breaker; and I have been a finner ſo 
long, that Iwas even afraid of going to God at all} and 
thought there was no mercy; nor no pardon for me: But 
ſeeing iow; that this is crue, That the Lord jeſus Chriſt is 
in Heaven; to make interceſſion for all thoſe that come un- 
to God by him; Well, through the Lords Grace, now 1 
will ge unto the Lord Chrift, 1 will go unto Jeſus Chriſt 
indeed, ani a young man, and I thought it was to no 
purpoſe to go unto God, God would not regard poor ig 
norant ones, and I am à poor ignorant creature, and | 
| though | 
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thou bt it was to no p e for ce to go: | 
now I underitand this, That the 
Heaven to make interteſfion for all N 28 
God by him: Well then, Though eh, ppip t 
Igo unto God by Chriſt: mit 293 a 
young thing, and ſcarce underſtand the terms 975 Reli 
on; yet wil l go unto God by Chrift : Oh! come Unt 
. | Chrift, come unto Chriſt: Behold here, in the age of 
the Lord, I fland and make invitation to por 
Come poor Drunkard , Sweater, Sabbath- reaker; - 2 
clean - heart; the Lord jeſus Chriſt isin Heaven to make 
interceſſion for all that come unto God by him; and will 
not you come? Oh! how will you anfwer It * the great 
day ? when it ſhall be ſaid, The Lord Jeſus Chril made a 
_ and offer of mercy to you, and you would not ac- 
— it, you would not come unto him. Here js matter 
reat inconragetnent unto all poor finners to come unto 
elde Chrift. 
Again Secondly, The more I apprebend, or ſee with a ſpirit» 
al eye, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doe; appear in . me, 
the more am I ingaged to Yon upon earth for 855 255 I 


that you may ſee how this does conduge un 
ay Holineſs.) Ah! ſhall the Lord jeſus Ch Wr 


H ven, before Sainte, and Angels, 4 God 
wy font! ? and hall be 124 — woke 


for him? Shall che Lord land kad os ovf t tit 
and ſhall not Ion him u pon Earth? Sh 
Chrift, as the great High. Prieſt, cake m aj an 
it upon his breaſt into the preſence of God 
and ſhall not I take the! name of Chriſt, - a 5 
— the world ? Oh; I beſeech yuu rin Frm 
ement K Bere, to ſtand 8 and appeat for 
and. to on his Cauſe in theſe beck 

„. he is now in Heaven appearing for 5 


interceſſion for you. 
5 The more I con 
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| think of the 


to lay out my ſelf for bim. The Scripture ſaies, He ever 
liveth to make Interceſſion for you. He laies out his whol E- 
cernity for you. Me thinks we have here before us, the 

greateſt argument in the world for to make us to walk 
cloſely with God in Chriſt : For, ſhall the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſpead of hi: Eternity for me? and ſhall not I ſpend 
of my whol time for him? He Ever liveth : he Ever liveth 
to make interceſſion. Before the world was made, his de- 
light was in the habitable parts of the earth, among the 
children of men. He laid out himſelf in delighting upon | 
you before the world was made. Well, in due time, he 

comes down into the world; and here while he was upon 
the earth, he laid out himſelf fally for you. Then he dies, 
and goes up to Heaven, and (ſaies he) I go to prepare a place 
for you. He was at work for you, before the world began; 
Then he comes down upon the Earth, and here he ſpends 
all his time for you: And now that he is gone to Heaven; 
the text ſaith, He ever liveth to make interceſſion for you : he 
ſpends offall his Ecernity for you. Oh ! does not the Lord 
Jeſus grutch me Eternity, to ſpend off his Eternity for my 
ſoul? and {ball I grutch the Lord Jeſus Chriſt a little time, 
to ſpend a little time for him? Surely, people don't think 
whit Chrift is doing in Heaven for them, (you that are 
Saints eſpecially) if you did, you could not be padling in 
the world ſo much. Shall the Lord jeſus Chriſt be ap- 
pearing in Heaven for me? and ſhall I be digging in the 
world? Shall he be making mention of my name unto God 
the Father, and interceding for me ? and ſhall I be finning 


I now be Joyning with his Enemies? ſhall I be oppoſing 
his waies? Oh! if people would but think, what the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt is doing in Heaven for them, they would not re- 


| bel ſo in the world againſt him as they do. Wherefore, 


that you — be kept from your fins, & kept ſrõ the world, 
things. The Apoſtle ſaies, Theſe things bave 
I written unto ye, that ye fin not: and if any man ſin, we have an 


Advocate with the F ather, Jeſus Chriſt the Tighteow, And ſo 
1 ſay 
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ſay Ito you, I have been here 3 to you this Do- 
Acine, concerning the Prieſtly Office of Ieſus Chriſt -- and 
cheſe chings have [ pris vg unto you, that you fin nos. 
And therefore, that you may be kept from fin, and your 
hearts made more Holy; think of the Priel Office of Ie- 
ſas Chriſt, he is gone into Heaven to make interceſſion for 

you. And thus have I diſcovered the Second Particular of 
the Prieſtly Office of leſus Chriſt. A Third follows. 
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"SERMON III. 
HEBREWS 2. I7, 18. 


Wherefore in all things it beboved him, to be made like unto 

bis brethren, that he might be a merciful, and faithful High- 

- Prieſt, in things pertaining to godlineſi, to make reconcili 

adios for theſins ofthe people... Fer in this He limſUf beth 

mech hong tempted, be i able 10 ſuccour them tha} art 
temptea. | | 


27 2888 E have found already, That the work of 
the High- Prieſt was, and is, To Satis fie, 
Se and to Intercede for the fins of the peo- 
ei. 
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9 855 Now if we inquire further, we ſhall find 
cg alſo, That the work of the High · Prieſt 

pb» <> 7.3% * was, and now is, To offer up the gifts of the 
people untoGod : To preſent our, Prayers, Praiſes, Duties, Servi- 
cel; and all ſpiritual. Performances unto God the Father, and to 


procure acceptence of bim. This was done thus: In the times 


of Moſes in the Tabernacle there were two Parts,or Courts: 


a®. ache 2 *r Tn thi 
eat n TINS Pb £2 2 te . 
Ark, the Mercy-Seat, the Cherubims of glory, and the 
golden Cenſer. In the other, there was the Braſen- Altar, 
upon Which they offered Sacrifices, there was the Table of 
Shew bread, the golden Candleſtick, and the golden Altar, 
upon which incenſe was: This is exprefly laid down in the 
Ia, 3, and 4. verſes of that 9. of Hebrews: For there was a Taber-|. | 
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nacle made, the firſt wherein was the candleſtick; and the table and 
the ſhew- bread ; which is called the Sanctuary. And after t be 4 
ſecond vail, the Tabernacle which ii called the bolieſt of all; which - 
bad the golden Cenſer, aud the ark of the Covenant, overl aid roun 4 
about with gold, wherein war the golden pot that hau tmanna,” and 
Aarons rodebat budded, and the tables of the Covenant ; And o- 
ver it #4 the Chernbims of glory ſhadowing the Merey- Seat. And 
ag every day, morning and evening, there was a lamb offe- 
red, a ſacrifice for the fins of the people, upon the Braſen 
Altar; So every day, morning and evening, there was In- | 
cenſe alſo, upon the golden Altar: which was performed 
while the people were without at prayer, mingling that oj 
incenſe with their prayers; Ar it is In the 1. Chap. of Lake, | Te 
the 8, 9, and 10. verſes. It came to paſſe that while he (chat — 
| is, Zacharĩa) executed the Prieſts Office before God in the urcle- of 
bu courſe, according to the cuſtom of the Prieſts Office, bis lot was |: 1 
to burn incenſe when be went into the Temple of the Lord: and the 4 3 
whol multitude of the people were praying without at the time of * 
incenſe. 4 So that the Incenſe, was at 4 time when they were | 
[| ſweetly mingling their prayers and the incenſe together: 
But now, alchough that there was a ſacrifice every day, 
yet once in the yeer, the High · Prieſt came, and he took ne 
blood of the Sacrifice, and carried it into the Holy of Holj- 
eſt, and ſprinkled the Mercy-Seat therewith. And. a] 
though there was incenfe too, from the Golden Altar eve- 
ry day, yet once in the yeer the High-Prieft came, and h 
| took the golden Cenſer, and puttin incenſe into it from 6 
| the golden Altar, went into the Holy of Holieſt and caufed 
s cloud of perfome to ariſe upon the Mercy-Seat. All | 
Þ which war a great Type of Jeſus Shri oor Hab Priel: 
who though he offered up himſelf a ſacrifice once for fin | 
withqut, yet when he died, and aſcended, he carried the | 
vertue of 145 Ws blood into the Holy of Holieſt, into Hea- | - 
Mercy- Seat therewith ; ous 
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and carried his Interceſſion into Heaven, caufinga cloud of 
ſweet perfa 
does, whilſt we are praying here withont, he mingling all 
our Duties with his — and ſo taking all toge- 
ther as one, preſents itunco Gad the Father for our accep- 
tance. And this he does now as our High - Prieſt; for it we 
look into chis book of the Hebrews, we (hall find, That the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the High-Prieſt, relating unto Jeſus 
Chriſt; ſaies, in the 5. Chapter and the 1. verſe, That it 
was his work to offer Gifts: That be may offer both Gifts and 
Sacrificer. And ſo in the 8. Chapter and the 3. verſ. Every 


| High-Prieſt is ordained to offer Gifts and Sacrifices, Thus we 
have another great work, of our great High-Prieſt; which 
is, To offer up all our Prayers, our Duties, our Gifts unto | 


God the Father, which if ye will, we may call another 
part of Chriſts Interceſſion; but I handle it diſtinct. 


| Now that I may open and cleer this great Goſpel · Myſtery, 


I ſhall endeayor to diſcover : 


offer up our Gifts unto God the Fatber. | 

Secondly, bat abundance of favour, and acceptance, this 
our great High-Prieſt bimſelf bath in Heaven. 

Thirdly, That be doth improve all that bis own acceptance, 
far our acceptance ; planting all our Duties upon bis own Aecep- 
tance, upon that Acceptance that be hath with the F ather. 

Fourthly, I bat abundance of acceptance therefore we have, 
in all onr Duties by bim. * 

Fiftly, How this doth conduce to our Grace, and to our Com- 
—_ 

Firſt, What doth our Lord and Saviour Chriſt , our great 
High Prieſt, when be offers up our Gifts unto God the Fa- 
tber ? 


the F ather, in a moſt ceivable way to uu. He knows, that 
if our Perſons be not firſt accepted, our Duty cannot be ac- 


cepted, Love me, and love my Duty; love me, and love my 
Service: hate me, and hate my Service nan 


mes to ariſe upon the Mercy-Seat: which ſtil he 


Firſt, What Feſur Chriſt, our High · Prieſt, doth, when be doe 


Firſt, He doth take our perſons, and carries them in unto Gid| 
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of Works, God did firſt accept of the work, and then of 
the Perſon, the Perſon for the work : But jn the Covenant 


_— 7 


the Work. Now therefore, that our Work, and our Du- 
ty may be accepted with God the, Father; The Lord 
Chriſt, our High-Prieſt, doth firſt take our Perſon, and our 
Name, and carries them into the preſence of God the Fa- 


ther. This was plainly ſhadowed out unto us, by that 


of the High-Prieſt; Who went into the Holy of Holieſt, 
with the Names of all the Tribes upon his breaſt, Which 
the Apoſile ſpeaks our plainly : In whom we have acceſi with 
boldneff9, The word Acceſi, as ſome obſerve, is Manuduti- 
on, Hand leading: In whom we have an Hand- leading; or 
by whom we are led by the Hand, unto God the Father. 
As achild, having run away from his Father, is taken by 
the hand of a friend, or of his elder brother, and brougkt 
again into the prefenceof his Father : So, all we having run 
away from God, aretaken, and led again into the preſence 


of the Father by the hand of Jeſus Chriſt. He is that Lad- 


der that Facob ſaw, upon whom we do aſcend into the bo- 
ſom of God, and go into Heaven. Our High · Prieſt e- 
ſus Chriſt, doth firſttake our Perſons, and lead us into the 
reſence of God the Father. 
Secondly, As be doth take our Perſons, and lead, and carry 


any Duty, he doth obſerve what evil, or failing there in in that 
Duty, and draws it out, takes it away before he preſents the Duty 
unto God the Father. A child that would preſent his father 
with a Noſe-gay, or Poſie, goes into the Garden, and he ga- 
thers Flowers, and Weeds together; but coming to his mo- 
ther, ſhe takes them, and picks out the Weeds, and binds 
upthe Flowers by themſelves, and ſo it is preſented to the 
Father. Thus ic is with us: We go to Duty, and we gather 
Weeds, and Flowers together: But the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
he comes and picks out the Weeds, and then he preſents no- 
thing but Flowers unto God the Father. 


And this we have plainly fer forth unto as, n 
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of Grace, God doth firſt accept of the Perſon, and then 
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us into the preſence of God the Father : So, when we do perform | 
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Myſtery of the Saint comfort and holineſs: | I 


ing away the iniquities of the Holy 


| the High- Priel tak 
e | 25 in peg haps of engl Thou 
(halt make a pla: ſermef pure gold (at the 36. verſe) and grave | 
1 gvings of a ſignet, HOLINES UNTO 
HE LO K B. And thou ſhalt put it on a blue Lace, that it 
may be upon the Mytre ; upon tbe forefront of the Mytre it ſhall 
be. Then at the 38. verſe, And it ſball be on Aarons forehead 
| (that is, the High-Prieſt) that Aaron may bear the iniquity 
of the boly things, which the Children of Iſrael ſhall ballow in all 
their holy gifts : and it ſball be alwaies upon bis forehead, that 
. | they may he accepted beforethe Lord. Thus taking away the ini- 
quity of their holy things. So it is ſaid concerning our | 
Savior Chriſt, in the 3. Chapter of Malachy, the 2, 3, and 4. 
verſes, I ho may abide the day of bis coming ? (plainly under- 
ſtood of Chriſt, as appears by the firſt verſe) Then at the 
3. Heſhall ſt as 4 refiner, and purifier of ſilver ; and be ſball pu- 
rifie the Sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and ſil ver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an ang in rigbieouſneſi. Then (bal 
the offerings of Judah and Jeruſalem be pleaſant unto the Lord, as 
in the dayes of old. Then ſhall their offerings be pleaſant ; 
When? when he hath purg'd their ſacrifices, and their of- 
ferings. This in the daies of his fleſh, and now much more. 
This is the Second thing, That the Lord Chriſt, out great 
High-Prieſt doth in altering up our gifts unto God the 
Father, he takes out the weeds. 

Thirdly : As be takes away the iniquity of our holy things ; | 
So be obſerves what good there is in any of our Puties, or Perſor- 
mances ; and with 1bat be mingles bis own Prayers and Interceſ. 
ſions ; bit own Incenſe; and preſents all s one mor mingled to 
gether unto God the Father. This we have ſo fully in the 8. 
Chapter of the Revelation, that I need name no other place. 
Another Angel (at the 3. verſe} ſtood at the Altar, having a 
golden Cenſer, and there wa given unto him much incenſe, that 
be ſbould offer it with the prayers of all Saints pos tbe golden 
Altar, which was before the Throne. And the ſmoke (at the 4. 
verſe) of the incenſe which came with yhe prayers of the Saings, 

aſcended. up - before Goa, out of the Angels band. This muſt | 
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needs be underſtood of Chriſt ; for no Angel does inter- 
. | cede but Chriſt, who is called, The Angel of the Covenant. 
"Tis ſaid here, He ſtood at the Altar, having a golden Cen- 
fer : Which none of the High-Priefts had: and there wat 
given unto him much incenſe, and this he offered with the 
| | prayers of all the Saints; and the ſmoke of the incenſe 
came with the prayers of che Saints, and aſcended up be- 
fore the Lord. He alludes unto the way, and cuſtom of 
the Jews, and the High · Prieſt: ſhewing, that che Lord 
Jeſas Chriſt doth all this for as, as our great High- Prieſt: 
that is the meaning of ic. So that this is plain what he 
doth, when as our great High · Prieſt, he offecs up our Gifts 
unto God the Father. | 
But in che Second place: Swppoſe be doth ſo, What Favonr, | Queſt. 2 
or Acceptance bath this our great High- Prieſt in Heaven ? 
He hath very much: Father (ſales he) I thank thee that | Anſw, 
thow beareſt me alwaies. He never ſpake a word unto God 
| che Father, but the Father heard him alwaies. We ſreade 
(as I remewber) but of two places in the new Teftament, 
where the Lord by an audible voice, gives teſtimony of Je- 
ſas Chriſt his Son : And ia both thoſe places, we have the 
ſame words uttered, Thi is my beloved Son in whom I am 
| well pleaſed : And again; This ts my beloved San, in whom 1 
am wel. pleaſed. We way kaow what favour a man hath 
wich another, by the ttuſt that he doth commit to, and re- 
ſe upon him: Joſeph had great favour in the eyes of 
4 ; and how did it appear? It ꝗ aft by this, Be- 
cauſe Pharaoh. truſted him with (a mach. Now God the 
Father, hath truſfed Rane ſt, this e gront High. Prieſt, 
very much. This 1 ſhall evidence in Four Particytars, | 
vin. What a great Truſt Gedtbe Father bath put upon hum. 
Firſt, It was an agreement between God the Father, and x. 
IChriſt, che. Second Perſon ; befote the world was, That 
in due time, ha ſhould come into the world, cake flelÞ up- 
on him, and die for finners: and he did ſo. 2 
| Qbrificame into the world, there were thaufands of ou 
ned How came they to be — They ö 
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| by the blood of Chriſt, and before Chriſt had died. So 
then, God the Father ſaved them upon Chriſts bare word, 
That he would come into the world, and die for. them. 
What a mighty Traſt was here? That ſo many hundred: 
thouſand ſouls ſhould be ſaved, upon a bare word of Chrift| 
That he would come into che world, and die for them af- 
terward. 
2, | Again, The Truſt appears in this: That he was made 
- | when he did come iato;the world, the great Lord-Treaſu- 
rer of all the Grace, and Comfort, that ſhould be given out 
unto the children of men. When Pharaoh truſted Joſepb, 
all the whol Kingdom was put into his hand, with che 
Corn thereof, and not a grain was to be given out to any 
but as Joſeph gave it out: which argued a mighty Truſt. 
So now, T hat not any Grace, or Comfort, given out to the 
children of men, but only by the hand of Chriſt, it argues 
a mighty Truſt that the Father put upon him. 
3. But yet further, When our Lord and Saviour Chriſt di- 
ed, and aſcended unto God the Father to Heaven; as ſoon 
as ever he came into Heaven, ſaith the Father to him, Thon 
baſt now ſuffered, Ask of me, and I will give thee the Heathen for 
' | thine inberitance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſ- 
fron: all the world at one word. Ask of me (faith he) 
| and at the firſt word I will givechee the whol world. It 
was a mighty, and a great ITruſt that the Father did put 
upon him. | 
"% Yea, as ifall this were not enough ; The Father did 
E. the Keys of Heaven, and of Hell into his hand: the 
ys of Heaven and Hell into the hand of Chriſt. So we 
reade in the I, of Revel. 18. ver. Tam he that liveth, and was 
dead: and behold, I am alive for euermore, Amen; and have the 
keyes of Hell and ef death. There's no man that goes to Hell, 
but he is lock't in by Jeſus Chriſt : And there's no man goes 
to Heaven, but Chriſt hath the keyes of Heaven, and he 
5 locke him in there unto all Eternity. The Lord Jefas 
| Chriſt, he hath the k Je of Hall, ind of Heaven; he hach | 


che keyes of all mens Ecernicies hanging at his gixdle. Oh! | 
3 = | what 
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what an infinite Truſt is here , that God the Father hath 
put upon him ! Then let us conclude, if that Truſt do ar- 
gue favour; and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our High · Prieſt, 
hath ſuch a great truſt as this put into his hands by the Fa- 
ther; what infinite Acceptance muſt he needs have with 
God the Father. | 

In che Third place: Suppoſe that be have all this favonr, 
and Acceptance in Heaven, Doth he Improve this bis Favour, 
and Acceptance for our Acceptance, and for our F avour ? 

Yes, He Improves all this his favour, and acceptance, 
for our acceptance, and does plant all our Prayers, and 
Duties, upon his own acceptance. Lord, (ſaith he unto 
his Father concerning beleevers ) I will, that where I am, they 
may be alſo : I will, O Lord, that they may be One, even r thou 
Father and I am one. He doth not count himſelf full, and 
happy, but in the happineſs, and fulneſs of the Church. 


And therefore, as Chriſt is called, The fulneſs of God the 
Father: So the Church is called, The fulneſs of Jeſus 


Chriſt : in the 1. of the Epheſians, and the laſt verſe; hiob 
# bu body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. When our 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt came to die, and the heart and 
love of God the Father was let out unto him : Ye ſhall 
find, if ye look upon that 17. of John, and reade it all over, 
That he ſpends his time, not ſo much in praying for him- 
ſelf : The time was but ſhort, and his prayer ſhort, Father, 
if it be poſſible let this cup paſſe - if not, yet not my will, but thine 
be done. But he ſpends moſt of the time, in praying, and 
interceding for thoſe that did beleeve, or ſhould afterwerd 


beleeve. The favour, and acceptance which the High- 


Prieft had, in the times of Moſer, was not for himſelf : he 
had 2 Mitre upon his head, and a golden girdle upon his 
loynes, Prieſtly garments; and he had great acceptance 
when he went into the Holy of Holieſt; but it was not ſor 
himſelf, he did improve it all for the people: he was to 
lay it out all for the. people, and not ſor himſelf. Our 


High · Prieſt, goes beyond all other High-Prieſts in this par- 


cicular alſo : for now, as for other High- Prieſts though | 
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- [Chriſt, our High prieſt, improve the favour, intereſt, and | 


' | of Jobn, our Lord and Saviour ſaith, V batſoever ye ah in 


they went in with their incenſe,and covered the Mercy-ſeat 
with a cloud; yet ic was but once in the yeer : But our 
High-Prieft, is alwaies in the Holy of Holieſt, and never 
goes out of it, ever covering the Mercy-Seat with his Inter- 
ceffions. Take their High-Prieſt, and though he were ve- 
ry Holy, as Aaron was; yet ſometimes he made the people 
naked, unacceptable : But our great High Prieſt, never 
makes his people naked, but alwaies clothes them with his 
owa righteouſneſs. : 

Take their High Prieſt, and though he did go into the 
Holy of Holieſt for the people, yet he never led che people 
into the Holy of Holieſt, they ſtood without : But our great 
High Prieſt, is not only gone into the Holy of Holieſt him- 
ſelf, but doch alſo lead every poor beleever into the Holy of 
Holieſt; as we reade in the 10. of the Hebrews, and the 19. 
verſe: Having therefore brethren boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt 
by the blood of Feſws Chriſt. The people might not enter in- 
to the Holieſl, in the time of the Jews : But our great High 
Pricft, hath improved his favour for us thus far, that every 
man may come into the Holy of Holieſt. 

Now, If our great High Prieſt in this reſpect, go beyond 
all the High Prieſts that ever were before him, and they 
did improve their intereſt, and their favour, and their ac- 
ceptance for the people, much more doth the Lord Jeſus 


acceptance that he hath in Heaven, for our acceptance, and 
the acceptance of all our Duties. And that is a Third 
articular. 

But, If that be ſo; then ſurely we have great acceptance in 
ab our Duties : but have we ſo ? | » 
Yes, very great; in, and through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
our High prieft. And therefore, if we look into the 14. 


my Name (at the 13. verſe) that will Ido. I but, may we be 


ſure of this? He tepeats it again (in the 14. verſe) If ye ſhall 
A any thing in mn Name, I will doit. Yea; that ye —— 


what great acceptance we have now through him, in _ 
| : thoſe | 


| 


| 
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in the 16. Chap. and the 26. verſ. At that 
my Name: and I ſay not unto ye, that I will 
you for the Father himſelf loves you. It is a mighty high 
ſpeech. I don't ſay, That I will pray for you: Ye ſhall 


imediately, that he will hear you preſently. I, but is not 
all upon Chriſts account? Yes, and therefore ſaith he, at 
the 13. verſe of the 14. chapter, Whatſoever ye ſhall ak in 
my Name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. Sothat all is upon Chriſts account. Great was the 


ven, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. Now 
if we look in the Scripture, we ſhall find, that the ſame 
words are given unto the Saints. Is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
called the Son of God? My beloved Son: So are Belee- 
vers too; A, many 45 receive him, have power to be called the 
Sons of God, Is he called, The beloved Son of God? Thi 
is my beloved Son: So are the Saints alſo; In the 31. chapter 
of Jeremy, at the 20. verſe. Ephraim my deer Son, à pleaſant 
child. Ephraim, that is, Iſrael, my deer Son, a pleaſant 
child. Well, Is it ſaid, In whom I am well pleaſed ? my be- 


al ſo is given to men. When our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
was born into the world, the Angels they came and ſung t 
his birth, and they ſang, Good will towards men; So we 
reade it: but ic is the ſame word that is uſed concerning 
Chriſt himſelf, Ay beloved Son, in whom I am wel. y 4 
So that whatſoever word chere is in all this ſpeech. 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed? whatſoe- 
ver word there is in that ſentence concerning Chriſt, tis gi- 


improve his own favor and acceptance for qur accep 
I ſo great acceptance have we trough Chriſt. 

Vea, As the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to he made ſin for 
us, in the Abſtra&: So are we ſaid to be made R . 


ſes by him; in — ————— _——— 
| ; JE 


thoſe Daties that we offer up to God the Father: ſaith he, 


day ye ſpall al in 
pray the Father for 


have ſo much favour and love in Heaven, from che Father 


teſtimony of Chriſts acceptance which he had from Hea- 


loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed : The ſame word 


yen alſo unto the Saints, unto Beleeverr; fo greatly does he 
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Anſiw. 


Anſew. 


the Canticles; & the 3. verſ. Therefore do the Virgins love thee : 
ſo wereade it in our Engliſh Tranſlation: But in the He- 
brew it is, Therefore de the Kighteonſneſſes love thee. The Saints 
and Beleevers through Chriſt, are called, Righteonſneſſes, | - 
in the Abſtract. So that here is the great acceptance, that 
the Saints, and Beleevers do find through this acceptation of 2 
Jeſus Chriſt our High -Prieſt. . | 

But, Suppoſe a man be very poor, and lives in ſome mean eot- 
tage; which hath but one room ic lie, dine, and ſup in; and that 
a Iod, darkroom too: and this poor creature comes and prayes 
unto Gad Will the Great and Glorious God of Heaven and Earth 
take notice of ſuch a prayer, from ſuch a worm as this ? and ſpall 
he find acceptance with God the Father? 

For anſwer to that, look into the 2. of the Centicles, and 
the 14. verſe. O my dove that art in the clefts of the rock , inthe 
ſecret places of the ſtairs, let me ſee thy countenance, (chey are 
the words of Chriſt) let me bear thy voice; Why? for ſweet is 
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely. But I pray, where 
now is the Church? In the clefts of the rock, and in the ſe- 
cret places of the ſtairs: in a hole under the ftairs. (as it 
were) in a poor diſtreſſed place, an hidden place; now 
(ſaies he) here thy voice is ſweet, and thy countenance 
comely. | 

Well, But ſuppoſe that a Duty, or Service be performed by one 
that is weak; weak in Grace, or weak in Parts and Gifts: for 
that is my caſe, (will ſome ſay) I am one of very weak Parts and 
Gifti, and] bave little Memory, or Ability of ſpeech; there are 
ſome'men indeed, that are of great Parts, and Graces, and when 
they pray, I make no'queſtion but their prayers do find acceptance ; 
bat as for me, I am one of very mean Abilities ; Ob ! can there be 
any acceptance of ſuch prayers as mine arethrongh Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Will God anſwer ſuch ſtammerings, liſpings, balfe-words, broken 
imperfect petitim ß 

Yes, We know that the paire of Turtles were accepted 
in the time of the Law , by thoſe that could offer no more. 
Surely much more now, will a poor Turtle be accepted in 
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hair towards the making of the Tabernacle, they were 
welcom : and ſhall it not be ſo now, much more in the 
times of the Goſpel? That which is little in regard of 
Quantity, it may be great in regard of Proportion; as the 
widdows mite was. The Sun fals (we know) with a com- 
mon influence upon all the Herbs, and Plants: but there 
is a ſeveral ſweetneſs, and flowers that are of a ſeveral, and 
different growth: There is the Roſe, and there is the Vio- 
let: The Violet is not ſo tall as the Roſe, the Violet lies 
vn the ground; but though the Violet be not ſo tall as the 
Roſe, the Violet hath its ſweetneſs; and it may ſay to the 
Roſe, Though I be not ſo tall, yer I have. my ſweetneſs as 
well as thou haſt. So naw, there is a common inflaence 
from Jeſus Chriſt upon all the Saints, and they have their 
ſeveral ſweetneſs; one as the Roſe, and the other as the Vi- 
olet : It may be, here lies a poor Chriſtian upon the ground 
like the Violet, and is not ſo tall in Gifts and Parts as the 
other is; but yet notwithſtanding, he hath: bis ſweetneſs. 
| Chriftsakes that lovingly that comes from love, whatever 
it be, chough ic be never ſo weak. Way 
Well, But ſuppoſe that a mans Duty, or Service be performed 
mib many failings, infirmities ; Hardneſs of heart, Straightneſ/ 
of ſpirit, diftraGing thoughts ; this is my caſe ; Oh ! is there any 
acceptance for ſuch a Duty at this is ? will the Lord Jeſu Chriſt , 
the great High-Prieſt, take ſucb a Duty a this is, and carry it in 
unto God the Father, and is tbere any acceptance for ſueb a Duty 
a this ? | 

We know how it was with Nicodemw, and the woman 
that came trembling, and couched the hem of Chriſts gar- 
ment. And we muſt know that in every duty, that we do 
perform, there are Two things: There is the Sacrifice ; 
and there is the Obedience in offering the Sacrifice. 
Though the Sacrifice may be imperfe&, yet your Obedience 
| in offering the Sacrifice, may be perfe&, with Goſpel-per- 
fection · ITis in regard of our Duties; ax in regat - 4 
Perſons; never think that God will deal otherwiſe with 
our Duties, than he deals with our Perſons. The Lord 
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came and juſtified the ungodly, when he juftified you: He 
comes, and he finds a ſoul in a finful condition, and he 
imputes his ri nefs anto that ſoul,end Juſtifies an un- 
godly one, not juſtifying him ſo as to go on in fin; it is 
| the word of the Apoſtle, He juſtiſer the ungodly. So the 
Lord comes and finds a great deal of ungodline(s in your 
| Duty, and he imputes his righteouſneſs unto that Duty; 
and he jaſtifies the Duty, which ig your eyes is an ungodly 
| duty. This indeed is che wonder of all, chat he ſhould deal 
thus by us: For, did we ever hear of any garment, that 
would make the crooked ftraight? If a man have a croo- 
ked back; come and put velvet upon him, filk, ſcarlet up- 
on him, it may make him handſomer , but it will not 
change his back, and make him ſtraĩit. But when the Lord 
Chriſt comes, he finds all our ſouls crook-back'c, as ic were, 
and he puts on big righteouſneſs, and this garment makes 
that that was crooked to become trait; it makes the very 
crook · backꝰt Duty, to become a ſtraĩꝑht Duty. Did we e- 
ver hear, or reade, of any Seal, that when it was ſetiapon 
the wax, would change the wax into gold, or inco filver 
like the deal? it may leave its impreſſion, but it does not 
change the wax into its own mettal. If there be a ſtainp 
ſer upon filyer or gold, the mettal remains at ĩt was before: 
But if a Ramp be ſet vpon-braſs, kt don't make it ſiluer; or 
"tf ir be ſet upon ſilver, ii dont make ie gold. I but when the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt comes unto a Duty, and ſets his own 
ſtamp, and his own righteouſneſs upon a Duty, that which 
was braſs before; full of failings, and much unrighteouſ- 
nels before; changes it into gold, into ſilver . He only hath, 
the Phyloſophers fione (as Imayſoipeak)- all that Ohriſt 
- Frouches turns into gold; turns all our Duties into gold: 
and when he hath done ſo, he preſonts them unto God the 
5 Father. Fhis our great High- Ptieſt doch. And this is the 
. Fourth thing. | 22 
| | Queſt, 3 Bu bow dh al this make for our Comfort , or fu our 
"Mi Gre 3 his ; I Mail bag - an 1167 
WM Wel, we cannot but ſosaieady how it doch ma ke ſor 
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Is it not a comfortable things for a man to know, that 
his Duties are not loſt? that his Prayer is not loſt? chat his 
Hearing che word is not loft? that hiv Searching the Scriy- 
cares is not loſt ? that his Conference, and Communion is 
not loſt? A man is unwilling to loſe any thing: and the 
more precious it is, the more unwilling to loſe it. If we 
haye a venture at Sea; we are unwilling to loſe our ven- 
ture : and the greater our venture ir, the more unwilling 
to loſe it. If a man have but a quarter of his Eſtate in à 
veſſel, he is unwilling to loſe it; more unwilling if he have 
half his Eſtate; moſt if he have all, and his children chere 
in the veſſel too. Now as men are unwilling to loſe their 
worldly venture: So, a man that is tenfible of his ſoul, is 
very unwilling to loſe his ſouls vencure;to loſe bis Prayers, 
and to loſe all his Duties. (Friends) here's an Inſaring. 
Office ; The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is our great Inſurer in this reſpect: 
and be doth as he is our High Prieſt, offering up our Girfts 
unto God the Father, aſſure us that none is loſt, not any 
loft..: Indeed, if we had ſuch an High Prieft, as were not 
able to take notice of the Circumſtances of our Duties, 
much might be loft : bur, this our Lord Chriſt, our great 
High-Prieſt, doth not onl7 take notice of our Duty what 
ever it be; but of all che Circumſtances of our Duties, and 
ſo preſents them unto God che Father, in the full latitude, 
in. all the gracious Circumſtances of them, Therefore 
faith he, unto the Angel of the Church of Pergamos in the 
2. of the Revelation, and che 13. verfe; I know thy works. 
Why, but Lord, though thou doeſt know our works, yet 
it may be thou doeſt not take notice where our work is 
done: Lord, it may be thou doeſt take notice of my Prayer 
but Lord, thou doeſt not tabe notice where I dwell, and 
live, and io what family I do pray unto thee; Lord, Iam 
in a wicked, and a wretched family, that does oppoſe Pra- 
yer: Lord, may be thou doelt take notice of my Ptayer, 
but thou doeſt not take notice, of this Citcumſtance: Yes, 
(ſlaies he) I know thy works, and where thou dwelſeſt, even where 
Sataus ſeat s. Well, and thou boldeſt faſt try Name, and haſt 
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not denied my faith, even in thoſe daies wherein Antipa wat my 
faithful Martyr, who was ſlain among you, where Satan dwelletb. 
It's remarkable, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt takes notice, not 
only of our Duty; bug of every Circumſtance of the Duty, 
and ſo hepreſents it unto God the Father, not only the 
Duty, but the Circumſtance of the Duty; and therefore 
there is not a hair of your Duty loſt, not one grain of 
yonr Duty loſt: is not this an unſpeakable Comfort unto 
a poor foul, that knows that nothing is loſt of all the 
Prayers it hath madeunto God, that there is no loſſe at 
all? The very pantings of our hearts at the Throne of 
Grace, are received into the boſom of our Heavenly Fa- 
cher. 

Farther, Is it not a Comfort for a man to have liberty to 
go unto the Mercy-Seat, and there for to meet with God ? 
"Tis ſaid of wicked men, That they ſit in the (eat of the ſcornful. 
There is (it ſeems then) the ſeat ofthe ſcornful; and there 
is a Mercy-Seat: A Drunkard, when he is with his drun- 


| ken company, and firs upon the Ale bench (it may be) 


ſcorning, and jeering at ſome of the Godly, making ſongs 
on them, he is ſec upon the ſeat of che ſcornful ; that is a 
cyrſed ſear. I but, there is another ſeat, there is a Mercy- 
Seat; and. there is never a poor Saint and Child of God, 
but he may go in to the Mercy-Seat of the Lord jeſus Chriſt 
that hath all the favour and acceptance in Heaven; he car- 


| ries him in to the Mercy - Seat, and God the Father will ne- 


ver put him by: what Comfort is here! 

Beſides, Is it not a great Comfort to a man; for to 
know how it ſhall go with him atthegreat day of Judg- 
ment? When there ſhall be hundred thouſands at the right 
hand of Chrift; and hundred thouſands at the left hand of 
Chrift; when all faces ſhall gather paleneſs? Oh! (ſaies 
one) that I did but know, how it ſhall go with me at that 


| day / This Doctrine tells os, That the Lord Jeſas Chrift 


our judge at that day, and he that ſhall jndge usihen, he 
takes our Prayers and all our Duties now, and carries them 
in unto the preſence of God the Father, and by him we have 
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acceptance, and acc to theſe we (hall be judged. 
Surely then, if he takes our Duties and carries them in for 
acceptance, unto God the Father, he will never judg you 
for them, and condemn you for them at chat day. Here is 
Comfort | 

Once more; Is it not a Comfort, for a poor begger to be 
relieved at a rich mans door? We are all beggers in regard 
of Heaven; and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he does not only 
come forth and ſerve us, but he takes us (poor beggers) by 
the hand, and leads us in to his Father. Oh! what Comfort 
is here] what Comfort is here! 

Indeed i I were able to ſay, That the Lord did accept my Duty, 
this were Comfort indeed ; if I were able to conclude, That the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt did take my Prayers, and my Duties, and carry 
them in unto God the Father; this wereſweet conſolation : but how 

all I know that ? 

If the Lord Jeſus Chriſſ be our High-Prieſt, then we may 
ſay alſo, that he takes our Duties, and carries diem in for 
acceptance unto God the Father : if we may ſay that Jeſus 
Chriſt hath ſatisfied for as, and doth intercede for us, then 
we may ſay alſo, that he takes our Duties, and carries them 
for acceptance unto God the Father. 

But yet a little further, to bring this Comfort neerer to 
your hearts; give me leave to appeal to you: 

Firſt. Whoſoever thou art that — this Objection: 
Didſt thou never find a ſpiritual fire come down from Hea- 
ven (as it were) upon thy heart in Duty, or after Duty? In 
the times of the old Teſtament, if they offered up a ſacri- 
fice, and a material fire came down from Heaven and burnt 
up the ſacrifice to aſhes, it was a certain teflimony, that the 
ſacrifice was accepted. Now in the times of the Goſpel we 
muſt not expect material fire to come dotyn upon our Du- 
ties: But bath the Lord at any time cauſed an inward, and 
ſpiritual fire to fall down upon thy heart, watmiog thy 
ſpitit in Dutie? there the Lord ſpeaks thus much to thee; 


hy ſacrifice is turn'd into aſhes, and ic is accepted by Jeſus | 


Chriſt. | 
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Again; Did you never find in your heart (you that make 
this Obj:-&ion) to Pray, and Cry, and Intercede for others, 


in your hearts towards the members of Chriſt, there is che 
ſame diſpoſition in Chriſts heart towards, you. Ah! do 
you think that there is love in your boſom towards the 
Saints; and that there is none in Chriſt's heart towards 
you? Do you think that your bowels are more large than 
Chriſt's? Canſt thou find in thine heart to go unto God, 
when thou ſeeſt a Saint in miſery, to go to God, and pray, 
and cry, and intercede for him ? and don't you think that 
the Lord Jeſus hath as much bowels towards you, to go and 
intercede for you, and preſent your prayers unto God the 


Father. 


Further, Don't you look upon your own Duties, as co- 
ming from your ſelves, moſt unworthy? Beloved! cis in 
regard of Duties, as it is in regard of Perſons : When a man 
does judg himſelfro be moft unworthy, then Chtiſt counts 
him worthy, God counts him worthy in Chriſt. As you 


I am black(O ye damphters of Jeruſalem) a the tents of Kedar : 
Look not upon me becauſe I am black, ver. 6, Now would you 


- ſee Chrifts opinion of her, that counts her ſelf black ? ſaich 


ſhe, Black, and Black again: but Chriſt ſaith concerning 
her; verſe 8. O thow faireſt among women She calls 
her ſelf Black, and Chriſt calls her Fair, and the faireſt a- 
mong women. Now, when a man doth count nimſelf moſt 
unworthy, God counts him moft worthy : and when a man 
looks upon his own Daties, and Sacrifices, as moſt unwor- 


thy, they are look't upon by Jeſus Chriſt as moſt worthy, 
| poor prayer in our eyes, are precious in Gods eye. 
A word more: Don't ye think, that grace is larger now, 


in the times of the Goſpel, than it was in the times ot the 
Law ? If ye doubt it, as unto this particular; Look upon 
the 30. Chapter of Exod in, compared with the 41. of Eze- 


kiel. inthe 30. Chapter of Exodw, The Lord commande 


en Altar to be made to. burn incenſe upon; Of Shittim wool 
IE _ ſalt 


— 


for che godly eſpecially? Look what diſpoſition there is | 


reade in the 1. of the Canticler, fates the Spouſe there, ver. 5. | 
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| and I have oppoſed, with all bitterne , and earneſtneſi, the 


ſpel, is to be as large again, as that in the times of the Law; 
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alt thou mai is verſe the 1: & cabis ſhalt” i length theres | 
A verſe — . The Altar; is for Ine 1 . 
that now we are upon: A mubi- ſball bethe length thereof, and 
a exhit the breadth 1hereaf, and two cubits ſhall be the beigth theres 
of. Now in the 41. Chapter of Ezekjel, he ſpeaks of the 
Altar ip the times of the Goſpel: and (ſaith he) at the 22. 
verſe, (tit the Altar of locenſe that there is preſcribed. to 
be made, the Altar of wood, of Shettem wood.) The dltar | 
of wood was three cubits high, and the length thereof two cubiti. 
And yet again, this Altar of incenſe in the times of the Go. 


as high, and as long, and as large again. In the times 
the Law, times of the old Teſtament; a poor , ſoul might 
go unto the High · Prieſt, and might challenge a right fn 
him, and might ſay, That his Service, and his Duty, and 
his Sacrifice was accepted by the High - Prieſt. If in the 
times of the old Teſtament a man might ſay ſo; much 
more may a poor {onl now go unto Jeſus Chriſt, our great 
High-Prieft, und ſay, That his Service, and his Duty, aud 
Sacrifice; is accepted through him. Here is abundance of | 
Comfort unto the Saints: be of good comfort, all you that 
dobeleeve. 1 J 1 "+ 
Bur, How doth this make unte our Holineſs, unto Holigeſi of 
life ? We conſeſi indeed, thas there is abundance of Comfort in this, 
That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, aur great High · Prieſt, takes all our 
Gifts, and all our Prayers, and preſents them to God the F atber, and 
that in his acceptance, we haue acceptance : but I pray, bow doth 
all this conduce to our Holineſs of life ? f 
Much every way: | 

Firſt, In caſe I be Ungodly, a Wicked man: Here js that 
that may for ever keep me, from oppofition ta the good 
waies of God. I haveſaid ſomerimes (may a wicked man 
ſay ) concerning godly mens Duties, That it was their Hy- 
e ſaid conceraing ſuch and ſuch Pro- 
feſſors, This is your pride, and chi: 43 your ſingularity; 


prayings, aud wrefilings of ſome oi Gods people; But is 
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| this true, T you) Lord Jeſus Chriſt, takes every Prayer, of 
| che meaneſt of Gods Children, and carries it into the bo- 
8 ſom of God the Father? and ſhall I fpit upon that. that 
Chriſt owns? ſhall Idare to oppoſe that that che Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt preſents unto his Father? The Lord in mercy 
pardon me: I have ſinned and done fooliſhly, and for 
| oaght I know, I may have ſpoken evil of that Duty, 
that Chriſt hath carried into the preſence of God the Fa- 
ther: Oh ! through the Lords Grace then, for ever will I 
leave to make any oppoſition, againſt any of the good 
wales of God again, and I will never ſpeak one word a- 
gainſt the perſons, meetings, or ſupplications of the godly 
again. . 
2. .. In caſe a man be Ungodly, a wicked man: 
Here is mighty incouragement, for to come unto. Jeſus 
Chriſt; I, and to come preſently. For, is Jeſus Chriſt the 
Ladder that Jacob ſaw, by whom we go up to Heaven? 
doth he take all our Duties, and Prayers, and preſent them 
to God the Father for acceptance? Then, till I do come to 
Chrift, all is nothing, all is loſt: if I be a Drunkard, and 
will not come to Chriſt, Prayer is all loſt; if I be a Swea- 
| rec, and will not come to Chriſt, an Unclean wreth, and 
will not come to Chriſt; all my Prayers, and all my Du- 
ties are Joſt: Oh! the Lord pity me, (may many a poor | 
ſoul ſay) I have loft too many Prayers already; through 
the Lords grace, now I will loſe no more: Oh ! Icome to 
Chriſt, Lord, I come, I come. This is a mighty incou- 
ragement, to make every man now for to come unto Jeſus 
Cbriſt: becauſe the Lord Jeſus, our High · Prieſt, takes eve- 
ry Duty, and carries it into the boſom of God the Father | 
for acceptance. Thus for Ungodly. | 
2, Secondly, In caſe a man be Godly ; this truth doth con- 
dace to our Further Holineſs, and growth in Grace. | 
I. If I be Godly: Then here I ſee infinite reaſon, why 1 
© |ſhould'be much in Duty; not only pray, but be much in 
| prayer. Why? for the Lord Chriſt takech all, and car- 
| ries all into the boſom of the Father, mingles his 2 o- 
; ours, 
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ſpeaking all. Having ſuch an High - Prleſt indeed, as will 


Oh I *cis a glorified pra er; when once tis gone from you, 


| incouragement unto all thoſe that are godly, to be, u 


| Again, If ye be Godly ; yea, if ye be Ungodly : Here 1 
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dours, interceſſions with it, although ic be but a ſigh, and 

a groane. The Apoſile upon this account, makes this uſe 
of it? having ſpoken of Chrift our High-Prieſt ? There- 
fore (ſaith he) let ws come with boldneſi unto the Thront of grace, 
The word fignifies, to ſpeak all ones mind? let us come 


carry all into the preſence of God the Father, for accep- 


tance, every ſigh, and every groan? then, who would nor | 
be mach in prayer? (peak all to Chriſt, be free with | 
Chriſt, come with boldnef#? There's many 2 poor ſoul, that | 


is much diſcouraged, and he dares not go to prayer, many 


times, afraid to go to the Throne of grace. The reaſon is | 


becauſe he looks upon his Prayer, ot Duty, as it lies upon 
his own heart, or as it comes from himſelf. Whereas, my 
beloved, tis with your Prayers, and Duties, as it is with 
fire: Your Kitchin fire is troubled wich abundance of 
ſmoak, and there is filth about it; fire upon the hearth” 


hath much ſmoak : but fire above, in the Element of fire, 


there's no ſmoak. So, your Prayer, when it lies upon your 
own hearth (as I may ſay) there's a great deal of ſmoak; 
but when it gets once into the hands of Jeſus Chrift,there's 
its Element, and it is freed from all its ſmoak. Or azitis 
with a mans Body : ſolong as he lives here upon the earth, 
he is feeble, and weak, and many times fickly : affoon as 
he is come inco Heaven, all his. weakneſs is taken aways 
and his body being in Heaven, tis preſently glorified, and 

ſtrength put upon it, and all his Diſeaſes are gone. So tis 
with our Prayers: So long as they are here below, in our 
own boſoms, they are full of weakneſs; but aſſoon as our 
Prayer is out of Our mouth, "tis in the hand of Chriſt, tis 
in Heaven, *cis glorified, the weakneſs is now done away ;' 


dis in the hand of Chriſt. And therefore, this is a mighty 


ly in prayer, but to be much in prayer, — ty Þ 
neſs unto the Throne of Grace: | Wann 


ſee 
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7177 with chis bt thiffvealknths ? There i Pricle, or chere 


1 of Matrhep. and the 17. verſe 
| Jaying. Thit us my-belbved Som in hem I am well pleaſed, Heare 

115 iv not there iu the 3. of Machte: buf here in the 
16 05 Marbem, thitfe words' re wäded, Here ye him: 


comes from Obriſt, choogh 4 nird wich many fai · 
lings ia him that ſpeaks ir. The Lord qeſas Crit, he ace 

pts of every Nr tram tne; though 
it have many weaktieffes': yea, he tokes my Prayer, and car 
cies it into the preſehes of God th Father for acceptance, 
my poor Prayer; Jabouring wich many weakneſſes: Then 
pr fd a'Truch comes frottr Ctichſt; Mmalhnet I accept of it? 
What though 


che Midifier,' or Preacher that ſpealts it, la- 


is Tome miſcattlage in the delivery, or the like : Shall the 
Lord Chriſt rake my Prayer, labouring under infirmity, 
and accept thereof, and cerry it Into the preſence of God 
the Father for e notwithſtanding all ctie failing. 
of my Duty? and jall not I accept of Truth that come; 
from Chriſt, notwithſtanding all che failings of the poor 
meſſenger that brings it ? 271 | 
Fmrther, The more Evangelical you art in your Obedience, the 
more Holy ye are in your lives. This truth that is now betore 
ye, well {tadied'arid confidered, will make you more Obe- 
Arent in an Evangelical way. And ye ſhall find therefore, 
that the Lord himſelf from Heaven does make this uſe of it : 


2 conſul: with the 17. of Mathew, and the 5. verſe. 


17 - 7 19 beloved | don in whom I am rell pleaſed 1 hear Je him. 
Thofe word: follow, Hear him Heating bores Faith, and 
Obedietice'; not à bate Heafſt with che ear. Compare 
this, and the ſame ſpeech together, which ye have in the 3. 


Loe, ' a voyce from Heaven, 


What fodld the 1p tþ tHat Heat ye him, ſhould be 
added were in che 17. bf Hu, add nor in the 3. of Aft 


Give ade feave to give hon ft rexſoti for it, ſo far 


| 


TA 
1800 walet te our preſent purgöſe: Vor te day am ting 


1 


Myſtery vf ebt Salts wnfors and bolineſi: 
re Infinite reaſon, why l hu receive every Truth that 


— 2 


— 


that which 2/oſes ſaid, In n Jaitf u Prbphet Will rhe 
TE yok: Set w. uno ye 3 Ny ako him. 
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on, Moſes and Nia appeared, which they did not in the 3. 
of Matthery. | | 


word. Hear, and not upon the word Him, only: This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed : Hear ye him; His face 
did ſhine as the Sun, and his rayment was white as the 
light. And Chrift appeared in great glory, and they 


| ven) do not make it a gazing matter, but, Hear him: don't 
| ſtand looking upon him, but Hear him. He don't appear 
in ſuch a glory in the 3. of Matthew, when he was bapti- 
zed; and therefore thoſe words are not added there. 

But again, Here now in the 17. Chapter of Matthew, at 
the Transfiguration, appears Moſes, and Elia. Behold 
(at the 3. verſe) There appeared unto them, Moſes and Elias 
talking with bim. Moſes that gave the Law; Elia that re- 
ſtored it. Then anſwered Peter and ſaid unto 7eſus; Lord, tis 
good for us to be bere : ifthou wilt, let us make bere three Taber- 
nacles ; one for Thee, and one for Moſes, and one for Elias. Peter 
and ſo the reſt of the Diſciples, began for to equallize Ho- 
ſes to Jeſus Chriſt : One for Moſes, and one for Elia, and 


Now the Lord takes Peter off from all his miftakings: Your 
eye is upon Moſes (faith he) but I (ſaith the Lord God Al- 
mighty) am wel pleaſed in my Son : This ismy beloved Son 
in whom Iam well pleaſed. I am well pleafed with you, 
and with your Duties, through this my Son, and not 
through Moſe,; and therefore hear Chriſt, and not Ho 


Evangelical, and hear Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe the Lord Chrilt 


wich them. 
Again further, The more glory Chriſt does appear in, the 
x reaſon there is why we ſhould bear him. No here the 
ord Jeſus Chriſt appeared in glory; his face did | 


And now here, in the 17. of Matthew, atthe cramiguraci- | 


Firft, Conſider, that the Emphaſis may lie upon the | 


ſtood looking upon him; Nay, (faies the Lord from Hea- | 


one for Jeſus Chriſt; no more for Chriſt. than for Moſes. | - 


ſer, Helaies this in upon it, that therefore they ſhould be | -. 
gives acceptance unto all, and by him God is well pleaſed | 
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the Sun, and his ralment was white as the light. in ha 5 
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of Matthew, he was there baptized, and he did nor appear 
in glory: but now here he appears in glory; and-chere- 
fore ſaies the Lord, now Hear bim; this is your glorious. 
Saviour, Hear him. Beloved ] what greater glory can je- 
ſus Chriſt appearjco your ſouls ia, than this, the glory of 
his love ? he takes every one of your Duties, and your 
Prayers, and he carries them in to the buſome of God the 
Father, and by him you have acceptance. Oh what a 
glorious Saviour have ye ! therefore Hear him : This is 
chat, if any thing, will make ye very Obedient co Chriſt, 
more than to Moſer, to be Evangelical in all your Du- 
ties. 
Yet farther, The more a man can rejoyee in ſpiritual priviled- 
ges with bumility : andthe more bumble a man is, and yet can re- 
Joyce in his ſpiritual priviledzes, the more holy he is :. there goes 
a great deal ot Holineſs to it, to joyn theſe two together: 
for a man to rejoyce in his ſpiritual priviledges and yet to 
be humble: and to walk very humbly. Some there are, 
that look upon their ſpiricual priviledges, and rejoyce 
much ; but they don't walk humbly : Some labour to 
walk hambly, and are much troubled in the conſiderati- 
on of their own evil; but they don't rejoyce in their ſpiri- 
tual priviledges. Give me a Chriſtian that doth both, 
and he is a bleſſed man. The ſtudy of this Truch that is 
now before you, will teach you to do both, to do both to- 
gether : For, what a great priviledge is this, not a ſigh, 
not a groane, not a duty, but the Lord Chriſt takes it, and 
carries it in, and preſents it to God the Father for me, 
whereby I have acceptance? Confidering this; here is 
matter of much joy and rejoycing. I but, It is Chriſt that 
does it ; there js no ſuch worthineſs in mine own duty ; | 
it were loſt, and caſt away, if Jeſus Chriſt did not take it 
in his hand, and carry it in to the boſom of God the Father; 
and therefore, why ſhould I not walk humbly. | 
I conclude all with this, If that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
our great High-Prieft, offers up all our Gifts unto God 
the Father, whereby we have acceptance What infinite 
2 cauſe 
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| cauſe have we all to be Thankful to God for Chriſt,and to 
love Jeſus Chriſt for ever | 
1 Sappoſe one of you had been among the Diſciples, when N 
the Lord Chriſt waſt'c his Diſciples feet; and he ſhould | 
have come, and waſh't your feet, and have done it; would E 
not your heart have glowed with love to Jeſus Chriſt? Vet 3 
when the Lord leſus Chriſt waſtit his Diſciples feet, it was Me 
in the daies of his fle(b, when he was here on the earth: but | 
now he is in glory, and yet for all this, he takes your dirty : 
| prayers, and does (as it were) waſh the feet of your prayers, 7 
that he may preſent them to God the Father: he waſhes on 
your tears over again in his blood, and preſents them to 
God the Father : he takes all your Duties, and perfumes 
| chem with his Interceſſions, and fo preſencs them unto 
God the Father. Oh! what cauſe have we to love leſus 
Chriſt! Oh ! you, chat never loved Chriſt, love him now; 
and you that have loved him before, love him much more: 
you that fear the Lord, love the Lord: and let us all, even 
go away with our hearts warmed with this love, bleſſing, 
and praifing the Name of the Lord. ü 
ani thus | have led you into a Third work of our great 
High- prieſt, which is this, To offer up the Gifts of the people 
unto God the Father : A Fourth follows, &c. | 
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SER MON IV. 


HeBREWS 2. 17, 18. 


I hereſore in all things it behoved him, to be made like unto 
by brethren, that be might be amerciful, and faithful. Higb. 
. Prieſt, in things pertaining to godlineſi, to make reconcili- 


ativn for the ſins of the 2 For in that He himſelf hath 
ES SS 37 hath been opened and applied, that the 
28 . 
>. Incerceſſion for them; and to offer up 
TRA 885 

4 9888 * Iſpall ſpeak of one work more of our 

re to the order of Aaron, the Levitical High- Prieſt, 
23 verſe : Speak unto Aaron, and unto bis Sons, ſaying, On 

er ob An and thas was, 

kirig of 125 7 115 


a Fype of, and in omen to 0 Jeſas Chriſt our N 


ſuffered being 0 is able to ſuccour them that are 
tempted. 

82 work of the High: Prieli, was, and is, To 

nt. Q] Ty ativfie for the fins ofche people; to make 

85 8 83 their Gifts unto God the F ather all 

which Chriſt doth for us. 

great Hiphr Prieft, and that is, To bleſ#the people: We-reade 

in the old Teſtament, of two ſorts of High. Prieſts : One 
2 May ſo ſpeak) and his work was, for to Bleſs the peo- 

ple; as we may reade in the 6. Cltapter of Numbers, and the 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the Children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them & e. 

Thire was another High- Prieſt; noc Denn o this — 

leſs Arabam. And tlie A Abollle ſer 
. ie 
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| | Opened, andapplied few Oui Prill 


| | | 5. verſe, ſairh, That he bleſſed Abrabam : But be whoſe de- 
JI ſcent # not counte i from them, received tythes of Abraham, and 
| | Bleſſed bim that bad the Promiſes. So then, this Bleſling.of the 
| people, being the work of both the High · Prieſts ; and both 
d | Aaron and Adelcbiſedec being great types of Jeſus Chriſt our 
High- Prieſt ; Surely, ic muſt needs be one of the great works 


ot our High- Prieſt, for to bleſſe the people. | 
For the opening, and cleering up ot this Truth, I ſhall 

| [endeavor to diſcover: : 
Firſt, What the Bleſſing of Chriſt our High- Prieſt is, where- 
in it conſiſts, and what Chriſt doth, when be doth Bleſs the 


* 


Thirdly, That our Lord and Saviour Chriſt, our great High- 
Prieſt is exceeding willing for to Bleſs poor ſinners; and that 
thu Bleſſing of the people, is a work whereunts be is much 
inclined, and wherein be is much delighted. 
Fourchly, That he doth this, and doth it fully. | 
Fifchly, according to our method : How all this doth con- 
- duce unto our Comfort, andunto our Holineſs, 


Goſpel is ; and whereinit confaſls ? | 
Fanſwer Firſt in che General, That the Bleſſing of 
pel, andof Cbriſt, conſiſieth in Spiritual things eſpecially, and not 


| the Epheſians, and the 3. verſe : Bleſſed be the God and F atber 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed us, with all Spiritual { 
Bleſſings, in Heavenly places in Chriſt, . The Curſe, al ig- 
ments of God, that do befal men now under the Goſpel; 
are not in outward afflictions, and bodily troubles fo] © 
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| Prieft in the 7. Chapter of this book of the Hebrews, and che 5 


| | people. A 7 
Secondly, That it belongs unto Jeſws Chriſt eſpecially, for to y 1 
| Bleſs the people. | K 


Firit, If ye arkme, Iba the Bleſing of Chriſt, and of the Sushi 1 1.4 


e Goſ- Anſw.. (|. 


in Temporal. And therefore ſaĩth the Apoſtle in that 1. of - [- I 


much; as in Spiritual miſeries, Blindneſs of mind, and 
Hardneſs of heart: And ſo alſo on the contrary, the bleſ- 
fing of the Goſpel, doth not confiſt ſo much in Outward 
| chings; as in Spiritual; I bo both bleſſed us with Spiritus, 
bleſſivgsg. Indeed, if we look into the old ee 275 
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The great Goſpel · Myſtery 


| ſhall find, That when 24sſe: did bleſs the people, he bleſt | 


f 


> 


creaſe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy ſheep : bleſſed ſpall be thy 
| fings of Jeſas Chritt, and lay them together with Moſer, we 


their u the Kingdom of Heaven: Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn, 
for they ſhall be comforted. Indeed the promiſe of the Earth 
comes in at the 5 verſe; but he returns again to Spiritual 
bl. flings : Bleſſed are they which burger and thirſt after rightes | 


for they (ball ſee God. Here are Spiricual ble flings; this is 


communicates to another, according to what it hach ic 


himſelf. So our Lord Chriſt, when he Blefſcs, he com 
municates according unto wha! he hath himielf; and his 
bleſſings eſpecially conſiſting in Spiri-ual things, ſo he 


| there were Spiricual bleſſings, that. were mt v»ith Tempo- 


them much in Temporal bleſſings. In the 28. of Deuterono- 


my, and the 2. verſe. All theſe things ſball come upon thee, and |- 
. | overtake thee, if thou ſhalt bearken to the voice of the Lord thy God. 


Wha: bleffiags are thoſe? Bleſſed ſalt thox be in the City, and 
bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the Field: bleſſed ſpall be the fruit of thy bo. 
dy, and the fruit of thy gromn4, aud the fruit of thy cattel, the in- 


baket and thy ſtore. Thus he goes on in oucward bleſſings. 
But now, it we look into the Goſpel, and conſider the bleſ- 


ſhall fiad them co be Spiritual bleſſings. In the 5 ot Mat- 
thew, and the 3. verſe &c Bleſſed are the poor in ſpiritt, for 


ouſneſi; for they ſhal be filled. Bleſſed are the pure in heart; 


the ſtream ot the Goſp l, ic runs this way. When the Lord 
bleſſeth a man, he gives him that which is ſutable co him. 
In the times of the Goſpel, men are more Spiritual than 
they were in the times of the Law ; therefore Goſpel · bleſ 
fings, they are Spiritual bleflings. Every thing gives, and 


ſelf: The Sun communicates light unt the world , becaule 
it hath light ic ſelf: And man communicates the natute 
of man unto his child, becauſe he hath the na ute of man 


doth bleſſe. Indeed, as id the times of che ld feſt ment 


ral, by vertue of the Covenant that was made with Abra 
ham: So now, Outward bleſſings are thrown in as an o- 
verplus : but yet notwithſtanding, though they be not ſpi- 
ritual in their nature, they are ſpiricual in their end, and 


of the Saints comfort and bolineſ: 1 
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it is true co ſay, That the bleſſing of the Goſo 
Chriſt is a ſpiritual bleſſing. 8 n 
But more particularly, if ye a: k me wherein this conſiſt. 
eth? I ſhall name but Two things: | 
Firſt, This Bleſſing of the Goſpel, or of Chriſt, it conſiſts in a 
ſupernatural, and ſpiritu al enjoyment of God in Chriſt, the. love 
and favour of God in Chriſt. Wen the Prieſts bleſt in the 
times of the old Teſtament, in that 6. of Number, they ſaid, 
The Lord cauſe bis face for to ſhine upon you. The Lord make bis: 
face for to ſpine upon thee, and be gracious unto the: the Lord lift 
wp bis countenance upon thee : the Lord bleſſe thee, and heepe ther f 
erſe, 24, 25 26. Which the Apoſtle Paul expounding, in 
the 2 Cor. the 13 Chapter and the 14. verſe, renders it thuß:- 
The grace of 1 Lord Teſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and ibe 
communion of the holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. Thie' 
Lord bleſfe thee, the Lord cauſe his face to ſhine upon yu; 
the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you: 
Three times., the Lord, the Lord; the Lord; noting the 
Trinity; which the Apoſtle here explains by the Father, 
the Son, and the holy Spirit. Bleſſed are the pure in heart: for 


man to ſee God ?In the phraſe ot the old Teſtament, the He- 
brew, to See, it is ordinarily uſed for to Injoy. In the 4. 
Pſalme. Who will ſbew ws any good? The word in the He- 
brew is, Who will make us to See any good ?: that is to In 
Joy good. So then, to ſee God, it is to injoy him. When 
Jacob injoyed God, he ſaw him; and the place it was cal- 
led, Peniel; for he had ſeen the Lord, and there the Lord 
bleſt bim. There's no ſeeing of God but in Chriſt. And 
therefore I ſay, chat herein confiſts the bleſſing of the Goſ- 
pel in a ſupernatural. and ſpiritual i. joyment of Godin | 
Chriſt; the favour and love of God in Chriſt. ed 
Again, Ic confiſts allo, in the Inhabit ation of the holy Ghoſt 
in our bearts :. tbe. givirg out of the holy Ghoſt unto the bearts of 
men, And therefore it is add:d inthar place of the Cerin 
thians, And the Communion of the, holy Ghoſl, be with you all. 
Amen. 


they ſhall ſee God. Seeing of God, is a bleſſing out of the IN 
mouth of Chriſt, a Goſpel-bleſſing. And what is it fora 1 n 
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'| Amen, That muſt needs be the great bleſſing of the Goſpel, 
and ſo of Chriſt; that is the thing promiſed in the Goſpel. 


What is that ? If we look into che 1. Chapter of the As 
of the Apoliles, and the 4. veeſe, It is ſaid there of che Diſci- 


' | ples; That they ſbould wait for the Promiſe of the Father. Chriſt 


commanded them chat they ſhould not depact from Jeruſa- 
lem, bat wait for the Promiſe of the Father. What is that? 
We know what it was, and is, that which befel atterward; 


fell upon them, and this is called LH E Promiſe of the Father. 
That as in the times of the old Teſtament, the Promiſe was, 
the giving of the Son, and coming of the Second Perſon: 
So after Chriſt came, the great Promiſe was, the coming of 
the Third Perſon, and the giving of the holy Ghoſt. When 
I am gone (ſaich Chritt) Ple ſend ye another Comforter. He that 
beleeveth, out of bu belly ſball flow rivers of living water. This 
he ſpake concerning the Spirit, which was not yet given, 
in thoſe extraordinary emanations of Gifts and Graces, be- 
cauſe he was not yet glorified. So then, the great Bleſling 
that was to be given unto the children of men, the great 
Goſpel bleſſing, was the giving out of the holy Ghoſt : this 


| ira Goſpel · bleſſing indeed. 


Well, But what doth Chriſt do, when be doth bleſi ? 

It's obſervable, that when any Superiour did Bleſſe; a 
father did bleſſe his child, or the like, he did obſerve what 
was the choice mercy, and good in thoſe times, and he did 
wiſh that unto his child, or unto his inferiour. And ſo in 
Tſaac, and Facob'stime ; the choice * it was, The dew of 

Heaven: and when they did bleſſe their children, they 
wiſh*c unto them the dew of Heaven. So now, when our 
Lord: Jeſus, our great High · Prĩeſt doth bleſſe any man; 
obſerving that the choice mercy of the Goſpel, is the injoy- 


| ment of God in Chriſt, the favour and love of God, and the 
giving out of the holy Ghoſt into a mani heart; he doth 


| 
| wiſhall this good unto him, and he ſaies unto God the Fa. 


Fer, Lord, lo thi-por ſont heve hy fuer; Ob! cauſes thy 


fact to ſbine upon this poor ſoul, and give a the holy Ghoſt unto it 
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it was the giving out of the holy Ghoſt : the holy Ghoſt | 
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In the Second place, It's obſervable, That when the 
Prieſts did bleſs the people, they did nor barely wiſh good 
ano x _ they did 3 7 ＋ them | 
bleſſed, all put my Name them ( ſaub the Lord 
when they bleſs. So when the Lord Chit, our great Hate Nuwb.6, 
Prieſt, doth Bleſſe a man, he does not barely wiſh him 
good, The Lord cavſe his face forcoſbine upon that ſoul, 
in a way of wiſhing: but the Lord Chriſt being a High- 
Prieft, when he bleſſeth, he doth authoratatively pronounce 
ſuch a ſoul to be bleſſed. 

Thirdly, When the Prieſt bleſſed, he did not only pro- 
nounce the people bleſſed: but in the bleffing of the Prieſt, 
there was a kind of Binding- power; it had the power, 
force, and efficacy of an Abſolution. And therefore az 
Chriſt ſaies unto his Diſciples, Go, and whoſoever ſing ye re- 
mit, they ſhall be remitted: Ple ſtand by you in it. So ſaith 
the Lord in that ſame place, the 6. of Numbers. On ibis wiſe 
ſhall ye bleſi the children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, The Lord 
bleſi thee, and keep thee. And at the 27. verſe, They ſhall put 
my Name upon tbe children of Iſrael, and I will blefi them.” tle 
ſtand by them in this. So when the Lord leſu: Chriſt, our 
great High- Priel; doth bleſs; he doth not only pronounce 
4 man to be bleſſed, but he doth Abſolve him from all his 
fins : and (ſaith he) by authority that is given to me from 
my Father, the Keyes that are put into my hand, I do bind 
this bleſſing upon this poor ſoul. | 

Further, The Prieſt when he bleſſed, indeed he could 
wiſh well, and he could pronounce a man bleſſed; and he | 
might Abſol ve: but he could go no farther, he could not 
confer the bleſſing, he could not beſtow the bleſfing : But 
our Lord Chriſt, being an High-Prieſtbeyond all the High- 
Priefts that ever were before him in this reſpect too; where 
hedoth bleſs,he beſtoweth the bleſſing, being God and man, 
he beftoweth the Nen PD . Ko eng end 

In the Fifch place, This our great High-Prieff, being 
God and Man; look. how God bleſſeth, ſo doch he bleſſe. 
In the Scripture ye ſhall find, That when Gockel 4; of 
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No the Lord Jeſus Chriſt He is our Father, The Everlaſting 


Bleſſed, he ſaid unto thoſe things that he bleſt, Increaſe and 
Multiply : ſtill when he bleſt, Incregſe and Multiply. So 
the Lord Jeſas Chriſt our High-Prieft, when he comes to 
bleſſe, he doth not barely with good unto a poor ſoul, or 

ronounce him bleſſed, or beſtow a good thing upon him; 

at ſaith he, O ſoul, Multiply in this good; the Lord increaſe 
thy Graces, and thy Gifts, and thy Comforts; poor ſoul, 
Increaſe and Multiply herein. This the Lord Chrifi our 
great High - Prieſt doth. Thus it's cleer what the Bleffing 
of the Goſpel is, wherein it confiſts ; and what our High- 
Prieſt doth, when he doth bleſſe the people. | 

But Secondly, Does this Bleſſing properly, or ſpecially belong 
unto Teſus Chriſt ? | 
Yes, For he was made a curſe for fin; he and none elle 

made a curſe for fin : and therefore it belongs unto him a- 
bove all the world for to bleſſe. For look what evil Jeſus 
Chriſt endured, the contrary good he merited for the chil- 
dren of men, a power to beſtow that good. Now he above 
all was curſed, hung upon the Croſſe, and died a curſed 
death, he was made a curſe ; therefore it belongs unto him 
above all for to give the bleſſiag, for to bleſſe poor finners. 
Primum in quolibet genere c. The firſt in every kind is the 
cauſe of the reft. The Sun is the cauſe of all the light we 
have here below, and *cis the firſt light body. And the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is the firſt bleſſing : Therefore! hath 
thy God bleſt thee for ever. There are Three that we reade 
of in Scripture eſpecially that did bleſſe: The Father, the 
King, and the Prieſt : The Father did bleſſe his Children; 
the King bleſt his Subjects, and the Prieſt bleſt the People. 


Father : He is our King, 1 will ſet my King upon my holy bill; 
And he is our great High-prieſt : and therefore, all theſe 
relations meeting in him, it belongs unto him above all for 
to bleſſe the people. 
But is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Willing for to Bleſs poor ſinners, 
and incliwd unts it? | 
Yes, He is very Willing: this bleſſing of the people, it 
is | 
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is a work whereunto he is much inclin'd, and wherein he 
is moſt delighted. Ye ſhall obſerve therefore, whatabun- 
dance of bleſſings Chriſt ſcattered among the people when 
he was here upon the Earth. Ye don't reade that ever he 
curſed any man, formally curſed him: Once indeed, be 
pronounced a Curſe, but it fell upon a barren fig tree, not 
upon a man: Bat take your Bibles, and turn over from 
leaf to leaf, and ſer how frequent he waz in bleſſing: and 
conſider whether you do reade in all the Bible, of any Prea- 
cher, or Prophet, that ever in the way of their preaching, 
pronounced ſo many Bleſſings as Chriſt did? He begins 
Liefing, Bleſſed are the poor; and Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn ; 
and Bleſſed are thoſe that hunger and thirſt ; and Bleſſed are thoſe 
that are perſecuted for my Names ſake : Bleſſed are thoſe that hear 
the Word of God and keep it: He took little children into bis arms 
and bleſt them. Do but mark in all the Goſpel, how fre- 
vent Chriſt was in bleſſing, never in curſing ; more fre- 
quent in bleſſing, than ever any Preacher was in all his Ser- 
| | mons : What's the reaſon of this? Becauſe this work of 
Bleſſing the people, is a work wherein the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
our High- Prieſt, is much delighted, a work whereunto he 
is moſt inclined. 
Well, But doth he do it ? ; | 
Yes, Hedoth doit, and doth ic fully. The ſame place | 4nſw. 
that I named will prove it, the 1. ofthe Epheſians, and the 
3. verſe, Ble ed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in beavenly places 
IN Chriſt. Not only meritoriouſly, but by the hand of 
Chrift. And (faith he) He hath done it: with all ſpiritu- 
al bleſſings, and he bath done it by Jeſas Chriſt. = 
Voa will ſay, Ve don't ſee that men are thus bleſt by Chriſt : | Oi r.. 
for where Chriſt bleſſeth, he doth not only wiſh well, and good unto 
4 man, but be beſteweth it, yea, he doth not only beſtow good, but 
be dath increaſe and multiply; But upon this account, hom few 
are there inthe world that are bleſt by Chriſt ! | 
For Anſwer, It in 4 bard thing (ſomtimes | unto a Chriſtian Anſw. 1.| 
for ic diſcern ibi bleſſing of Chriſt, Ye can ſee the Boughs, | - * 
E 2. — | 
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ye muit dig, and take pains for to ſee it: it's an eaſie thing 
to ſee the Leaves, &c. bur if you would ſee the Roor, ye 
muſt dig and take pains for it. This Bleffing of leſus Chriſt, 
it is the Root of all; and if you will ſee this, you mutt dig 
and cake pains to ſee it, it does nor lie open to every ones 
view. The Lord leſus Chrift our High- Prieſt, does not 
Bleſſe as man bleſſes; and ſo his bleſſing is very much hid- 
den from our eyes; he does not bleſſe as we do; he does 
not bleſs as the world does: if the world ſees a Rith man, 
it pronounces him bleſſed: Oh! there's a bleſſed man, and 
there's a happy man | what an excellent Dwelling hath he, 
how he Ithful ! his Table is ſpread &c. The world bleſſes 
Rich men, pronounces them Happy and bleſſed. Bat our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt he does as Jacob did when Joſepb brought 
his two Sons to Jacob to be bleii by him; he fer Ephraim 
the younger at the left hand of Jacob; and he fer Manaſſes | 
the elder at the right hand of Jacob; that Jacob might give 
the right hand bleſſing to the Elder, and the left · hand bleſ- 
fing to the Younger: but when Joſeph had ſet them thus 
before Facob, Jacob croſſes hands, and he turns the right - 
hand bleſſing to the Younger. So, two men are brought 
before Chriſt; a Rich man (it may be) and a Poor man: 
and in the eye of the world, the Rich man wuſt carry the 
bleſſiog: Oh! but our Lord Chriſt, he croſſes hands, and 
he laies the bleſſing upon the younger brother many times. 
And ſo in regard of O:dinances : Iwo forts of Ordinances | 
are brought before Chriſt; Gods Ordinance, and Mans 


— 


— 


is the Elder brother, and Gods Ordinance the Younger 
brother; and both theſe are brought before Chtiſt for a 
blefling, and the Ordinance of Man is fet at the right hand 
of Chriſt by the world; but the Lord Chriſt, he croſſes 
handr, and he lajes the bleffing upon the younger brother 
in this reſpet. And fo, two men are brought before him; 
a proud Phariſee, and a poor broken hearted ſinner: the 


Fruit, Body, Bark of the Tree; but if ye will ſee the Root, | 


Ordinance; and Mans Ordinance, in the eye of the world, 


[Phariſee comes unto the right-band of Chriſt, & tbinks for 
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to carry the blefling : but the Lord Chriſt, eroſſes bands,and 
laies the right · hand bleffing upon the poor broken: hearted 
finner and paſſes by the proud Phariſce. The Lord Chriſt 
doth not bleſſe as the world bleſſeth. 

Again, Arbe doth not bleſi as the World bleſſetb, ſo be doth not 
bleſs alwaies as Profeſſors bleſi. Profeſſors, they do ordinari- 
ly bleſſe men, according. unto their outward Priviledges, 
Goſpel, and Curch-Priviledges : Oh ! ſaies the woman 
unto Chriſt, Bleſſed # the womb that bare thee : and bleſſed are 
the paps that gave the ſuck, Chriſt croſſes hands. Nay but 
| (ſaies Chriſt) Bleſſed are thoſe 1bat bear the word of God, and 
keep it, and do my Commandements. You bleſſe acccording 
to Outward Priviledges; I don't go that way of blefling, 
ſales Chriſt: He does not bleſſe as Profeſſors bleſſe al- 
waies - 

Thirdly, He dves not ble ſſe Godly men bleſſe alwaies ; 
as Gracious men bleſſe. not alwaies. For, you that are Godly, 
you pronounce ſuch a man bleſſed, as hath much Grace, 
and hath Aſſurance of the love of God in Chriſt, and one 
that hath ſtrong, and great Parts, and able to carry away 
whol Sermons word for word; and of firong Memory, 
and large Gifts, that are bead and ſhoulders above their 
fellows : But che Lord Jeſus Chriſt does not alwaies bleſſe 
thus: Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit ſaies he. Bleſſod are thoſe 
that mourn He don't ſay, Bleſſed are thoſe that rejoyce; 
or, Bleſſed arethoſe that have the Aſſurance of Gods love; 
or; Bleſſed are thoſe that are ſtrong in Grace: No, but do- 
eſt thou know a poor · weak, Chriſtian, a mourning ſoul 
like a Dove of the Valleys; ſaies the Lord, Ibleſſe him. 

Thus | ſay, the Lord — Chriſt our great High- Prieſt, 
he does not bleſſe as We bleſſe; he does not bleſſe as ihe 
World bleſſes; he does not bleſſe alwaics as Proftefione 
blefle; he does not bleſſe alwaies as Godly men bleſſe; 
and therefore no wonder that his ble ſſing is hidden Chil- 
dren when they are very young, are often bleſt by their Pe- 
rents, and they don't mind it, ot take notio of it chil- 

dren of two or three yeer old: And fo it is with many a 
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gracious ſoul, bleſſed by Jeſas Chriſt, and don't ta ke no- 
tice of their fathers bleſſing · But the Lord Chriſt doch al- 
wales bleſs his people; only, there are ſeveral times, ſpeci-1 
al ſeaſons that he gives out his bleſſing: let me cell ye of 
choſe times a little, that ſo ye may come for his bleſſing 
while his hand is in, as it were: ſo that you may be crow- 
ned with ſpiriaal bleſſings in and from jeſus Chriſt. | 

Firſt, When Chriſt aur High Prieſt 43th ſee that 4 man 1 
wes k in Grace, or weak in Gifts, and bath ſome work, or ſervice | 
for h im to do: ſome imploymen 10 call him forth unto; then the Lord 
Chriſt dotb bie bim. There are two times eſpecially (as 
I remewber) that the Lord ſpeaks thoſe words concerning 
man, Increaſe and Multiply. Once in the beginning, when 
he had Wade man and woman; And once in the 9. of 
Geneſis, Hen he had brought Noab out of the Ark: Why 
does he ra ver chuſe for to ſpeak thoſe words, Increaſe aud 
Multiply, at cheſe two times eſpecially, rather than at any 
other time? Lu the beginning there was but a little ſtock of 
man- kind, and the Lord had a defign upon man, to make 
uſe of him in the world; and therefore in the beginning 
ſaies he, Increaſe and Multiply: but afterward, chat the 
floud had ſwept away man, Noab and his family being pre- 
ſerved, when he came out of the Ark, che Lord having yer 
a further deſigu upon man, to uſe him, he reneweth thoſe 
words again, Increaſe and Multiply. So when the Lord 
Chriſt ſees, chat a mans heart is upright, and ſincere 
wich him, and be hath ſome work and ſervice for him to 
do, then the Lord comes forth and bleſſes him; O foul, 
Increaſe and Multiply, increaſe in thy Gifts, and Graces, and 
Mulnply. That is one. 

Again, As the Lord doth bleſi weak, Gifts, and Graces, when 
be intends to uſe them: ſo alſo, when as be hath made uſe of a man; 
when a mas bath done the Work of God, and done it to purpoſe, 


| laying Kings, and reſcued Lot, then Melchiſedec the High- 


then the Lord bleſſes that man. Melchiſedee, a great Ty peof 
Chriſt, here when Abrabam had been upon a great ſervice, 


Prieſt, comes forth and bleſſes him, So when the W | 
by: | 2 us 
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ſas Chriſt our great High-prieſt, ſees that a poor ſoul hath 
been upon his work, upon his ſervice, and hoe done his 
work faithfully; then he comes forth and bleſſes that ſoul, 
O fowl, live for ever. 

Again, As he does bleſs at this time, when a man hath 


all his Relations, and nawral ingagements for to follow 
him, to cleave cloſe unto nim, and to his Waies, and Ordi- 
nances. The Lord bleſſed Abrabam, Thou ſhalt be bleſſed. 
* Bleſſing J will bleſs thee, and thou ſhalt be bleſſed. Upon 
what occafion ? Abraham (ſaies he) get thee out of thy Coun- 
try, and go to a Land, and place that I will ſbem thee. And Abra- 
ham did ſo, Abrabam pul'd up his Tent, and went after the 
Lord, and left his own Relations : and thereupon the Lord 
fell upon him, and bleſt him. So when the Lord Chriſt 
our High-Prieſt, ſees a ſoul willing, even to trample upon 
his Relations for to follow him ; willing to leave all natu- 
ral ingagements for to be his ſervant; then the Lord Chriſt 
comes out, and ſajes he, This foul do Ibleſs : In bleſſing 1 
will bleſithee, and I will bleſithee exceedingly. That is a Third 
time. 

Fourthly, The Lord Chrift our High- Prieſt, does bleſi, when 
the World curſes, a ſpecial time of Chriſts hleſſin is, when the 
world curſes, When Rabſbekab reviled , blaſphemed and 
curſed, then God bleſt. When Balzck, hired Balaars for to 
| curſe the people of Iſrael, then the Lord bleſt them by the 
mouth of Balaam himſelf. And ye ſee what Chriſt ſaies to 
this purpoſe, in that ſame 5. chapter of Mautbem, at the 10 
verſe.” Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for 'righteouſneſi ſake : 
But when are they bleſſed ? Bleſſed are Je when men ſhall re- 
vile you, and perſecute you, oo lrg ſay all manner e evil againſt 

| you falſly for my ſake. Bleſſed are ye when men ſball perſeeute 


men may not be thrown in priſon, or brought to the ſtake. 
Saies he, Bleſſed are ye when men ſpall Revile, perſecute you 
wich the tongue, and ſay all manner of evil againſt you far 9 


4 = 


done his work; ſo alſo, when a man is willing for to leave 


| | yow. I bur, ſuppoſe it don't come to a bodily perſecution, | 


| ſake. When the world ſaies of ſuch a poor ſoul, That he is 1 
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an Hypocrite, a diſſembler, and ſpeaks all manner of evil | 
that can be deviſed againſt a poor ſoul for the Name of | 


Chriſt ; that is che very time, that Chriſt comes for to bleſs 
that ſoul, then doch Chriſt bleſſe; it's a bleſſed ſea- 
ſon. | 

In the Fift place, The Lord Chriſt does alſo Bleſs, when as Peo- 
ple do graciouſly injoy the Ordinances, purely, and Evangelically 
adminiſtred. It is ſaid concerning Zion, There comman- 
ded he his bleſfing for ever, Bleſſed are the people that hear the 
Joyful ſound : they ſhall walk in the light of bis countenance. It 
is written of che Prieſts in the times of che old Teſtament, 
that when the people, the Congregation were come toge- 
ther, they bleſt chem: when the people were come roge- 
cher, for the ivJoyment of Ordinances according to Gods 
own appointment, then the Prielts bleſt them. And did 
their High · Prieſt bleſſe chem then? and ſhall not our High- 
Prielt do it now ? Did their High- Prieſt bleſie them when 
they ſate under Moſaical Ordinances? and ſhall not our 
High- Prieſt bleſs the people that fic under Evangelical, and 
Goſpel- Ordinances purely, and Evangelically adminiſtred? 
The people then might make account of the greateſt bleſ- 
fiog; and ſo may you do alſo, of the bleffing of Jeſus Chriſt 
when thus you do enjoy Ordinances. Only there is this 
difference: (other differences there are, but this only ] 
ſhall ſpeak of) Then the Prieſt did bleſſe the people when 
the Congregation was diſmiſt : but now, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt our great High-Prieſt, he is bleſſing of the Congre- 


| gation all the while; he is going up and down in the Con- 
| gregation all che while that the Word is preached, and 


Ordinances adminiſtred, and he is blefling poor ſouls, as 
they ſit longing after him, and fighing towards him; he is 
bleſſing of them all the while. Thus he does bleſs, and 
though you don't alwaies perceive it, yet he doth bleſſe 
his people: And that's the Fourth thing. 

But yet you will ſay, How does all this conduce unto our 
Comfort, and unto our Holineſi ? | 

Much every way: 2 
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Firſt for 1 Peloved, 1; it not a Comfortable thing | 
to be bleſſed by Jeſus Chriſt ? Children counted it a great 
| matter to be bleit by their parents. When as Jacob had got- 
ten the Blefſing.from Eſau; Eſau goes and ſns down, and 
mourns, he could not be comtorted becauſe the bleſſing 
wa? gone: and Jacob, though he were thruſt out of doors, 
yet becauſe he had gotten the bleſſing, he went away cheer- 
full; and it was but an Iſaac's bleſſing. But behold a 
greater than Iſaac is here! Oh! was it ſuch a matter to 
bave an 1/2:cs bleſſing? what is it then to be bleſſed by 
Jeſas Chriſt? Beloved ! when as Chriſt doth bleſs, he 
turns all our curſes into bleſſings, and our miſeries into 
mercies. When God curſes, he turns our table into a 
ſnare; and when Chriſt bleſſeth, he turns our ſnare in- 
to a table, quite contrary, Facob pronounced 'a curſe |- 
upon his two ſons, Simeon and Levi (you know upon what 
occaſion) They ſnould be divided and ſcattered in Iſrael : 
afcerward che Tribe of Levi ftands up atthe cdᷣmandement 
of God to execute Jaſtice & Judgment, &the Lord bleſt them: 
And how did he bleſs them? They were to be the Preachers 
unto all the Tribes; and ſo that they might be Preachers 
unto all the Tribes, they were to be ſcattered into all the 
tribes, ſo Jacobi curſe was turned Into a bleſſing to them. 
I it not a Comfortable thing, for a man to have all his Curſers, 
| to be Bleſſers ? It's a comfortable thing, for all a mans Cur- 
ſes co become Bleffings: But now I (ay, it's a comfortable 
thing, for all a mans curſers,to be bleſſers to him. When the 
Lord Chriſt bleſſes, he will make mens curſers, whether 
they wil or no, (in the day of their viſitation acleaft, for to 
bleſs. Ye know that Balaam would have curſed Tfrael, but 
the Lord had bleſt them. Bala im got upon a high mountain, 
and from thence he would have curſed Iſrael, but ic would 
not be. Then he gets upon another high mountain, & from 
thence he would have curſed Iſrael, but it would not be. 
Then he gets upon another high mountain: thinking that | - 
would have done it, and from thence he would have cur- | | 
ſed Iſrael, but that would not doit. Oh ! ſaies he, 85 
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9 We gen Goſpel Myſtery of the Saints comfort and bolineſt : | 


Lord hath ſeen no iniquity in Iſrael, and therefore he Bleſſer 
them : the Curſe i turned into a Bleſſing: So there are ma- 
ny that deal thus by the people of God in theſe daies 
They get upon ſuch an high Mountain, ſuch a great and 
high means, and they think co Curſe the people of God 
from thence, but it won't be. Then they get upon ano- 
cher Mountain, another means, thinking from thence to 
| Curſe the people of God, but it will not be. Then they 
get upon another high Mountain or Hill, and think then 
to Curſe the people of God, and do them miſchief, but it 
will not do it. Why? for the Lord Chriſt ſees no iniqui- 
ty, the Lord Chriſt hath bleſt them: and ſo at laſt, in the 
day of wicked mens viſitation, they are forced to ſay, Theſe 
are the people of God, and theſe are bleſſed and ſhall be bleſſed. 
We know what is ſaid in the Scripture, The bleſſing of the 
Lord maketh rich and he addeth no ſorrow therewithal. Is it 
not a good thing then, to be bleſt by Chriſt? If a man be 
bleſſed by Jeſus Chriſt, he may bleſs himſelf in the Lord, 
and he may comfort himſelf in every Condition, and he 
may ſay thus, Well, though I be a poor man, yet Iam 
bleſt by Chriſt: And though my Eſtate be ſunk, and decai- 
ed, yet I am bleſt by Chriſt: And though I be reproached, 
and hated by men, yet I am bleſſed by Jeſus Chriſt; a man 
may comfort himſelf in every condition. 

But you will ſay, Indeed if a man be aſſured that Chriſt bath 
blefl him, be may do thus; but I am afraid that Chriſt hath not 
bleſt me, or that be is not willing to bleſi me : if I could be aſſured, 
that this great High-Prieſt, had once laid bu hand, bu bleſſing- 
hand upon me, I ſhould have comfort in all conditions. 

Give me leave to lay Two or Three things before you 
concerning this. | 

Firſt, When the Lord bleſt Abrabam, he ſaid unto him, 
In thee, and thy ſeed ſhall all Nations be bleſt. It's a ſign unto 
Abraham, that he was bleſ}, becauſe others were bleſſed by 
him. So now, when a mans Parts, Gifts, Graces, and 
Comforts are bleſſings to others, it is an argument that that 
man is bleſt himfelf. | | | 
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Further, When a man is bleſſed by God, 8 Chriſt, he 


— — 


things: Come ye Bleſſed, Go ye Curſed. Blefling hath an 
attractive Nature, Come ye Bleſſed: when the Lord Chriſt 
does bleſs a man, he does draw him, Come ye Bleſſed. When 
a man is brought neerer to God by affliction, he is bleſſed : 
when a man is brought neerer to God by his Eſtate, by any 
Comfort, by any Sorrow, here is bleſſing, Come ye Bleſſed. 
Bleſſings draws one neerer to God with a cord of love. 

Thirdly, Where the Lord does bleſi, be does cauſe a man to 
Increaſe and Multiply, in that thing wherein he in bleſt, Increa- 
ſing and Multiplying, is ſo natural unto blefling, that in 
the Original congues ofche old and new Teſtament, Plenty 
is put for Bleſſing. I will give you but one cleer place for 
it in the new Teſtament, the 2 Cor. 9. Chapter, 5. verſe. 
Therefore I thought it neceſſary ro exhore the brethren, 
that they would go before unto ye, and make up before- 
hand your Bounty. The word is, your bleſſing. - Where-. 
of you had notice before; that the ſame might be ready: 4 
a matter of bounty. The word is, as a matter of bleſſing. But 
eſpecially in the next verfe. But chis I ſay; he which ſow- 
eth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly : and he which ſowetlr 
bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully. And be which foweath 
with bleſſing (as it is in the Original) ſpa reap with bleſſing : 
And here ' tis oppoſed to Sparingly, and tranſlated Bounti- 
fully. Where the Lord does bleſs, he does alwaies cauſe 
a man to Increaſe and Multiply. 

Now beloved in the Lord, I appeal unto all your fouls, 
you that make this Objection, that are afraid the Lord 
Chriſt hach not bleſt you as your High Prieſt, hath nat 
laid his hand upon you, and bleft you : yer don't ye know 
more of Chriſt than ye have known before? hath 
hidden truchs of the Goſpel been increaſed and 


| 


rer to God by Affliction? bath not your ſouls been drawn 


Abraham was therefore bleſt, becauſe he was-made a 
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upon your hearts? hath not your hearts been brought nee | 


neerer to God by his outward dealings with you? And 2. 


3 
is drawn neerer to God by all outward things, by 11 
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and Graces, in ſome meaſure been bleffiags unto others, e- 


cin in forgiven, and whoſe ſin is pardened. The firſt day, 


The great Goſpel: Myſtery of the Saints comfert and holineſs: | 


fing to others: So appeal to ye, have not your Parts, Gifte, 


ven unto your poor Family, and unto others alſo? Then 
be of good Comfort (man or woman) where ever thou 
ſtand'ſt, the Lord Chrift hath bleſt thee, and thou ſhale be 
bleffed, hold up thy head poor bleffed foul , the Lord Jeſus 
hath bleſt thee : when the Lord did lay this bleſſing upon 
chee, I cannot cell thee, but | find thee a bleſſed man, ſtay 
thy ſelf upon the Lord, cheer up thy drooping heart, thou 
art a bleſſed ſoul. 

But you will ſay, How does this make unto our Holineſi? I 
confeſs this is a very Comfortable Cordial, That the Lord Feſws 
Chriſt is in Office to bleſi poor ſinners; but how does this conduce 
unto our Holineſs ? - 

Very much: This holds forth great incouragement, unto 
all poor ſinners for to come to Chrift, and to come without 
delay. Why? Once come to Chriſt and bleſſed; but 
without Chriſt and Curſed: an enemy to Jefas Chriſt 
and a Curſed man: Curſed in thy ſtore-houſe; Cur- 
ſed in thy basket; and Curſed in all things that thou 
putteſt thine hand unto. Oh! then, will you not 
come to Chriſt, that you may be blefſed: That day 
that a poor ſoul comes unto Chriſt, whatever he hath been 
he is bleſſed : that day may be called Gilgal, for then the 
Curſe is rouled away from him. Bleſſed is the man whoſe ini- 


| 


the firſt minute that he comes to Chriſt,his fin is pardoned, 
and he is bleſſed. Who would not then come unto Chriſt 
preſently, that he may be bleſt for ever? When as Eſax had 
fold his Birth-right for a meſs of pottage, the Lord look*d 
upon him as a prophane man, and he ſtands upon record 
in Scripture for a prophane man unto this day, becauſe he 
ſold his Birth · right. And ſaies the text, Though he ſought 
the ef (it was a bleſſing) with tears, he never recovered it. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he is now among us, and offering 
to bleſs us; and if Iwill rather keep my ns than come un- 


to Jeſus Chrift, the Lord will look upon me as a prophane 
aaa 1 266 
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man; and I may go and ſeek the Bleſſing with tears, and 
never recover it again. Oh! here's that (me thinks) that 
Thould make every wicked man; if there be ever a Drun- 


kard, Swearer, or Uaclean wanton that reades this book, 


mind what is ſaid for your Everlaſting peace: I ſay, here's 
that (me thinks that ſhould make every wicked man, to- 
look upon the Godly, as David did upon the Sparrows, and 
upon the Swallows : Saies David, Theſe birds full nigh thine 
Altar may, bave place to ſit and ſing : as ye have it in your 
finging Pſalms. Theſe birds can come and make their 
neſts ; but as for me, I am kept at adiſtance: He was provo- 
ked by the Sparrows, and Swallows making their neſts 
neer the Altar. So may a Wicked man ſay; There's a God- 
ly man indeed, he may go to Jeſus Chriſt, he may go to pra- 


hands of Chriſt, he can come neer to God by Cbriſl: Bat 
as for me, I am yet without Chriſt, I am not yet gone to Je- 
ſus Chriſt : 1a 
phane Drunkag® I am ſuch a vile, wrethed Wanton, ſuch 
a Notorious, Scandelous finner : Oh ! theſe people are 
bleſſed, but I am Curſed, but now through the Lords 
Grace I will go unto the Lord Chriſt that I may be 
bleſſed. 

Vea, My beloved, here is (me thinks) a ſtrong Invicati- 
on, unto all thoſe that are young people for to come unto 
Jeſus Chriſt: even thoſe that are very young. Hear the 
Word of the Lord ye Children. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt re- 
ceived Children into his arms, and he bleſt chem. You 


| 


that are nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, or fif- 


yer, and he may offer up his Gift to God the Father by the 


h a curſed Swearer, I am ſuch a pro- 


teen yeers old; you can be ſolicitons for your fathers bleſ | 
fing, and have gone down upon your knees often unto 
your father, and you have faid, Pray father, pray 10 God 
to bleſs me. Oh l will ye go io your outward father for his 
bleſſing ? and will ye not go unto Jeſus Chriſt? He is an 
Everlaſting Father, this your Earchly Father will be dead 
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ere long; He is an Everlaſting Father (children) and hes. 
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great Go 
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lived ſo many yeers, ten, eleven, or twelve yeers, and ne- 


down upon your knees to your outward father? Oh chil- 
dren, down, down upon your knees before che Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, and go to him for his bleſſing. Some of you( 10 
may be) never went yet to Chriſt for his bleſſing; ye have 


ver went to Chriſt as High- Prleſt, for his bleſſing all chis 
while: Oh ! hat a mighty incouragem sat is nere Unco 
all men co come to Chriſt, chat chey may be bleſſed by 
him. f 

But yet further, As there is an incouragement for to 
come unto Chritt : So thu argument does alſo incourage #5 to 
go on in tbe good waies of Chriſt, not withſtunding all oppoſition 
that we meet withal : (I tay) it does ſpeak 1ncouragement, 
to go on in the face ot all oppoſition. For when Abrabam 
had been at battel, then came Mielehiſedec the High · prieſt 
to bleſs him: And hen a poor ſoul goes out to batcel for 
Chr ſt, then comes our great Melchiſedec, our High-Prieſt, 
and bleſſes that ſoul. The time of oppoition, it is the 
time of Chriſts bleſſing. Therefore, why ſhould | be diſ- 
couraged, or beaten out of the way of Chriſt, by reaſon of 
any oppolition, though it be never ſo great? Times of op- 
pofition are Chriſts bleſſing time. 

Again, This argument, dors not only ſpeak incourage- 
ment againſt all oppoſition: But it does alſo incourage us to go 
on in the good waies of God when we are called uno it, though we 
have but little ſirengeb, and weak parts, Though there be but 
little Oyl in the Cruſe, chaugh there be but liule meal in 
the barrel, if Chriſt call to the work, he will bleſs a man 
in it: and when Chriſt blefles, he does multiply and in- 
creaſe a mans parts in the uſing of them. As when he com- 
manded them to fit down, and eat, he did multiply, and in- 
creaſe the bread in their eating: So now, does Chriſt call 
me to any work or ſervice, well chen, though I am weak, 
though I have not Oyl enough, though I have not M-al e- 
nough, though I have not ſtrength enough; yet the Lord 
Chriſt will bleſs, and when he bleſſes, he does increaſe and | 
and therefore, why ſhould not I go on upon his 


work, 
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| work, if he do call me thereunto, though I have never ſo 


If all this be true: Why ſhould not a 
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praiſing of God in Chriſt, 


the Apoſtle reaſons, in the 1. of the Epheſians, & the 3: verſe. 


e unto all Accuſations that are brought againſt them 
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little ſtrengrh, 

And yet further, 
man be contented with his condition, though he be never ſo 
mean ? Beloved in the Lord ! is there not enough in Chriſts 
bleſſing? Truly, He is coo covetous, whom the bleſſing of 
Chritit will not ſarisfie. Well, what ever my condition be, 
yet ] may be bleſſed by Jeſus Chriſt; and hath the Lord 
bleſt me? then will I be contented with my Condition, 
though it be never ſo mean, I have Al, as Jacob once ſaid, 
I bave All | 

Yea in the Fift and laſt place: Here is that, (which if 
wel ſtudied and conſidered) will provoke us all for to bleſs 
the Lord, and continually to bleſs the Lord! What is the 
life of a Chriſtian here, but continual bleſſing of God ? 
tis Heaven begun: and in Heaven, they do nothing elſe, 
bat bleſs and praiſe the Lord; and, Iſay, our life here, is 
Heaven begun: and therefore a Chrtſtian ſhould be alwaies 
bleſſing and praifing the Lord. 

Well, But what will makg a man to be alwaies bleſſing, and 


The knowledg that a man is bleſſed by Chriſt, will make 
a man bleſs God for Chriſt. And therefore conſider how 


Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Why? 
who bath bleſſed VS, When once a man can come tohis, 
for to ſay, That the Lord Chriſt hath bleſt him; then he 
will break forth into bleſſing, and praiſing of the Lord; 
Oh! Bleſſed be the Lord: Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; and 
bleſs the Lord all that is within me: For the Lord hath 
bleſſed me with ſpiritual bleffings. Do you therefore de- 
fire to be alwaics in this work of bleſſing the Lord? think 
much of this. 

Toconclude al; give me leave to cal upon you, to remem- 
ber what ye have read. Je have read, That it is the Work 
of our great High- Prieſt, To Satisfie for the ſins of the To 
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but © Lord, it is the work of our High- Prieſt to Satisfie: 


under. Indeed, when I look upon mine own Duties; there 


offer up all ray ers, and Gifts unto God the Father: And to 
Bleſs poor ſouls, Now then beloved, according to all your 
Wants, and according to all your Temprations ; I do be- 
ſeech you inthe Lord, Go to Jeſus Chriſt, unto this High- 
Pricſt; try and ſee if you don't find it true, That the Lord 
does make good all this unto you. In caſe that you be un- 
der any ſpiritual Want, or Temptation; put your fouls 
unto this Disjunction: Come, O my ſoui, Eicher the 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt is our great High-Prieſt; or elſe he is not: 
If he be noc, what means this and that Scripture? And if 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be our great High-Prieſt ; then ſure- 
ly he being faithful, will do all che work of the High · Prieſt 
for my ſoul. Indeed I have finned, and ſinned greatly; 


— 


Now, Lord Jeſus, I come to thee as mine High- Prieſt, Oh! 
Satisfie for me. Indeed, | confeſs, mine own Conſcience 
does Accuſe me, Satan does Accuſe me, Moſes does Accuſe 
me: but it is the work of our great High-Prieft, to take 
off all Accuſations brought againſt poor Beleevers : Now 
Lord, I docome unto thee, as co my great High-Prieft, Oh! 
take off this Accuſation that any poor foul does labour 


is ſo much deadneſs, ſo much hardneſs of heart, and fo 
many diſtractions that do accompany them, that I am a- 
fraid they will never be accepted: but, O Lord, ic is the 
work of our great High-Prieft, to take away the weeds of 
the Duty, and to preſent the Duty; now O Lord, I come 
unto thee as mine High- Prieſt, Oh! carry my Prayers into 
the boſom of God the Father. Yea, when I look upon my 
former life, Lord, I cannot but conclude my (elf, a poor 
curſed finner : but yet notwithſtanding, it is the work of 
our great High prieſt, for to bleſs the people: O Lord, I 
do therefore now come unto thee as mine High. prieſt, Oh! 


| bleſs me, and ſay unto all my Graces, Increaſe and MAultiply. 
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